
should be devoted to purposes oC Im­
perial inter-communication and -Naval! mu

We take the liberty of recommend* 
in* Mr. McNeill’s resolution to the 
consideration of the* authorities of the 
Navy League, being convinced that in 
it they will find ► guide* in communi­
cating with the Colonie» and a pro­
posal very likely to obtain their ap­
proval for assisting in the provision 
and maintenance of-the Navy.

I am directed by my Committee to 
inform you that it is the aim of the 
League to impress upon all British sub­
jects the » absolute necessity of the 
maintenance of our command of the 
sea, and it was not the intention of 
the League to take any steps to in­
duce the Colonies to contribute direct­
ly towards the expenses of the Navy.

In view, however, of the disposition 
which is apparent on the part of 
of the Colonies to assist in the pro­
vision. and maintenance of the Navy, 
I am directed to enquire whether you 
will oblige my Committee with some 
indication as to the form which it 
would probably be agreeable to the 
Government that any such assistance 
should take, which information might 
serve as a guide to my Committee in 
communicating with the Colonies on 
the subject, and foster the disposition 
already evinced.

I aim, Sir,
Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) W. Caina Critchley. 
The Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain,

m. p.,
Secretary of State for the Colonies.

From the date it will be seen that 
this letter was written nearly six 
months ago, but it does not appear 
that Mr. Chamberlain made any com­
munication to the League containing 
the desired information. Possibly his 
speech of the 26th March lafrt, so often 
referred to in our columns, may fair­
ly be taken as indicating the* manner 
in which the Colonies may be called 
upon to assist in Naval defence. At 
any rate, the proposition of Mr. Mc­
Neill, which furnished the text for 
Mr. Chamberlain's deliverance, stated 
plainly that the proceeds 'of the pre­
ferential duties all over the Empire

Ihe“ficulties from our educational machin- tion would still remain as to whether either of free or "freer" trade.
it also provided a means for its its adoption would result in the forma- times have been jjgainst such, action“ery,

“smoother working in the future. In tion of a commercial untion of any sort. | during the four years which have since 
“doing so took an important step 
“in the direction towards which all wise 
“administration must tend in the pres­
ent, decentralization and extension of 
“local self-government. Bureaucracy de­
stroyed all feeling of responsibility, 

time that ‘interest was

Defence. l

If for instance Canada were to abolish elapsed. Ihe advocacy of preferential 
her customs tariff to-morrow, would trade relations within thef Empire has 
that bring us any nearer the establish.- been vigorously çarried on by the 
ment of a British commercial! union? United Empire trade League. The 
Certainly not. Our industries and re- same policy has been adopted by the 
venue might be sacrificed, but no clos- Parliament and Government of Canada 
er commercial relations would be and by the Ottawa Colonial Confer* 
brought into existence between England enoe. The general election of 1895 in 
and her colonies that),at present. The England showed unmistakably that a 
proposed action would be equivalent to g real/ revulsion of public feeling had 
an endeavor to establish an alliance, taken place there. A very large pro- 
offensive and defensive betwixt two portion of the successful candidates, 
countries by simply burning their fleets p^j^y on the Unionist* sidp, wljich se- 
and dismantling their fortifications. Ev- cure(j go targe a majority, strongly ad- 
idently the second resolution was utter- vocated the views of the United Empire 
ly. without value as a means df giving |, Trade League. The Conference of the 
effect to the first.

Against this second resolution, which j which met at Brighton in Novem- 
was moved by a London delegate and ! ^3er last, unanimously adopted a motion 
seconded by one from Belfast, Canada endorsing the resolutions of the Ottawa 
stood up in the person of Sir Charles Conference. More recently Mr. Mc- 
Tupper. who moved in amendment, sec- NeUpSi ^tr chamberlain’s and Lord 
ended by Sir Donald Smith : That, in Salisbury’s speeches must have had a 
” order to extend the exchange and | m(tit salutary influence and a very dif- 
“ consumption of the home staple, pro- | ferf,nj result may be looked for from 
" ducts in every part of the British Em-

pire, a slight differential duty, not 
" exceeding five per cent, should be ad­
apted by the Imperial and Colonial

some
“and it was 

turned from the mechanism of edu­
cation to its contents. • *
“main thing in popular government was 

officials should be amen-

• The

THE VALUE OF COLONIAL TRADE TO 
GREAT BRITAIN.

“that
“able to public opinion. The method 
“of election and selection expressed in 
“ the Rill fully provided for this,* and 
" also provided for fitness for the spec- 
“ ial task.” Concerning the necessity 
of the religious element, the Bishop 
said that “ Education was a prepara- 
“ tion for life and they could* not drop 
“ out of their teaching just that por- 
“ tion which dealt most directly with 
*« the manner in which principles were 
“ to he applied to life."

Compered with what the English gov­
ernment is now attempting, the ac­
tion which our own administration pro­
posed last session in reference to the 
Manitoba schools is quite moderate, and 
the opposition which it met with in 
Parliament, and in many parts of the 
country must he explained on 
other ground than the intrinsic pro­

ie-ions of the Remedial Act. We have 
already set forth our own theory on 
the subject, but it may be that Sir 
John Gorst’s philosophical observation 
in introducing the new English Edu­
cation Bill, also appliep to Canada. He 
-eid that the religious difficulty is*, not 
in the practical working of the schools 
but is confined to Parliament, and is 
mainly a platform and political diffi-

Mr. W. H. Mitchell, of Burley-ln-Wharl- 
dale, near Bradford, a good exponent of 
fiscar federation, Bays, In a pamphlet on
that subject :

" If we take the statistics of trade be­
tween Great Britain on the one side, and 
the three countries from which we draw 
our chief foreign supplies of food and raw 
materials—the United States, France and 
Russia—on the other, we find that these 
countries do not take half as much from 

do from them,-or In other words, 
that they spend less than ten shillings 
with us for every sovereign we spend with « 
them. But If we compare with this the 
trade between ourselves and our colonies 
and possessions, we find that they take 
from us nearly as much as we take from 
them ; In fact, that for every twenty shil­
lings we spend with them, they spend nine­
teen shillings with us. I need scarcely ask 
which of these trades gives the most em­
ployment to our people. Again, if we take 
the value to us as customers, of our fel­
low-subjects In the colonies, and compare 
it with the value of foreigners, man for 

find that one Canadian takes 
of our productions than three, one

National Union of Conservative Associa-

us as we

the Congress that is to meet next 
month. With Mr. Chamberlain in the
chair there is every; likelihood that his 
patriotic sentiments will be supported, 

“ governments in favor of certain home | ftnd that the foundations! 'will be laid 
” productions agufnst the imported for- 
" sign articles.”

There was no ambiguity about this 
too direct to

of a British ZollvereinJ

THE NAVY LEAGUE.
proposal, but its aim 
suit the opposite party, who, like the 
Ephesians of old, could only cry "Gréait 
is the Free Trade of the English”; that 
being false free trade and a very dila-
pidated idol. A dead-pet was made ^ue Journal were 
against the amendment by the free very candrHy expressed our fears that 
Xders who, although unable thëm- steps were being advocated by the lat- 
selves to propose any practical plan of ter which were little calculated to ad- 
union, did not scruple to characterize vance the cause of Imperial consolida, 
every other suggestion as impossible, tion. These steps were the exacting 
In foot Mr. -Medley, the mover of the of direct contributions of money from 

, , u,rûj sa to he “be- the Colonial treasuries towards theBince May, 1896, the London Chamber main resolutmn, dj^edrt to be ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ the eg_
of Commerce has been engaged m or- the wit of man to fn^e a^sch I ^ ^ iUary colonial fleet8.
ganizing pother meeting o delegates that will holder on JHe Imes ug ftn) muoh gratified to be able to
from the various Boards of Trade or geeted by Sir Char^Tupper M^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
Chambers of Commerce throughout the toy s advic, t0°“"£ £ ^ do ps we constitutes any part of the policy of 
Empire. This is the third of this series "All you have to do is to uo pa -
of Congresses and it is to assemble in “have done open your porta- He ^ ^ of ^ body had
London on the 8th of June. As pointed might as well hove ^d ^d Union I the courtesy to send us copies of the 
out by Sir Charles Tupper, such meet- eyes and open.Jour mouth am ^ g published
ipgs are likely to be>ot-V* greatest ^ established. . \ by the League> which
imnnrfance and murM. be used very It must be admittea livml vu f , , ,,xu -p. *—■« *“ —$ r r; rs rz: -zuiuztrade in Engtofld and establishing a any attempt to show that no „ . . ,

. „ i - «v - l/i nnsaiblv result I article sut it led the voIohmss and theBritish Commercial Union. commercial union could poesimy __
wv • r* , • fViA nreecrLDtion above I Navy we reproduce the following ex-The object of the forthcoming Con- fram following the prescription .

gress, and the work it is likely to un- quoted. Their arguments were mostly tract : ,
, . * .. independence | “ Our Colonies can no longer be con-dertake, may best be ascertained by a based on the commercial. P

reference to the transactions of the pre- and self-sufficiency of the British ' . , _ »An
Vious meeting which was held in Lon- pire. An overzealous controversialist of distance and if not *>pendent-as 
don in June, 1892. The subjects discus- said: •• I believe the duty of 6 percent is the Umted Kingdom upon the 
sed were multifarious and included Im- .. on foreign articles, introduced into ’ for bread yet to their inhabitants 
perlai penny postage, unification of the - any portion of the Empire will not also is the command of the sea of 
currency ot the empire, a decimal sys- “enhance the price of «halt article to ” deep and vifol moment. This - the 
tern of weights and measures, colonize - the consumer.’’ If the speaker had “fact that the Navy League desires
tion. the codification of British commer- ^ that the Increase would be only “ to urge upon ail at home and 
cial law, etc, etc., but the question of tri£ling the statement might have pas- abroad, and o show that our Colon- 
preponderating interest w*s undoubt- W(L As it was. however, it gave Six “ ies are equally interested in the 
edly the commercial relations of the John Lubbock the opportunity of main- “ maintenance of a powerful Imperial 
British possessions. The foundation for taining that the duties are paid by the “ Navy. Thepomt .then remains how 
the discussion was laid in the following conBUmer, and if not, "if the duties are “our Colonies can best assist this
resolution, which was proposed by Lord .. paid by the producer, then I diould “great work, and here the Navy Lea-
Brassey, seconded by Sir Malcolm Fra- .. fike to ask our friends from Canada “gue does not presume to do more

and carried unanimously: "That in - what advantage would they gam? "than suggest what should be done by
Possibly the best answer for our friends - them. It does not urge direct con­
front Canada would have been frankly -• tributions towards the cost of the 

un- to adjnit that the proposed duty on for- .. imperial Navy, nor the creation, of 
eign foodstuffs would slightly raise independent Colonial fleets. The di­
prices to the English consumers, but .. rection of naval affairs and the con- 

This was of coarse a good beginning, that if they were to pay their taxes ..trol of our fleet must be under one
and the terms ot the accepted motion on their flour and baton rather «hasi on "authority. A pumber of separate or-
seemed to imply that the commercial! their tea and coffee, it would not matter » ganizations would have the weakness 
union so much desired by the Congress them and yet be advantageous to the „ which has ever been observed in the 
meant a union of a closer sort betwixt empire generally. 1 " temporary alliance of foreign powers
the British possessions themselves than Thi6 jument does not appear to | „at There are, however, other

have been made use of and in the end waya fe wbich our Colonies may sen- 
|thle amendment was lost, 33 Chambers „ aib]y augment the naval strength of 
vdtimg in its Savour, and 55, against it. tbe Empire, and support the objects 
When, however, it came to the, adop- „of tbe Navy League,”, 
tioln of the -"«in motion the vote by ihe article proceeds . to enumerate 
Chambers Stobd 47 for and 34* against, tbeee> but- at ’the same time, the Lea- 
so that h«jf A dozen vdtesl would have gue doB3 not disguise the fact that 
turned the scale. It was afterwards | som<J understanding with the Colonies 
ascertained that some of the Aus- requfejte as to the extent and man- 
tralaaian votes had been given under | ner ^ whicb they are to be assessed 
a misapprehension, and it was on t e for Naval Defence. In fact it has ad- 
whole felt that the free trade Board draBBd a totter to the Colonial 8ec- 
of Trade had not much to boast about. nUry of state on the subject and 
They Were, however, able to carry, as a$ked bjjn w tbrow some light upon 
a kind of parting shot, the following ^ Tbe feifewfeg fe a copy ot the let- 
resolution moved by Mr. Neville Lub- re£eIxed to

Dobell of

was
man, we 
more
South African more than ten. and one 
Australian more than fifteen citizens of 
the United States, France or Germany,

Our readers jvill remember that 
when this organization was started, 
and the first numbers of the Navy

published, we

PIANOS
- >

cutty.

THE COMMERCIAL CONGRESS.

The Formost Pianos manufactured in 
country are thethis

>

MASON & RICH, NORDHEIMER
GERHARD HEINTZMAN.

The names they bear are synonymous with every­
thing that goes to make a truly high class Pianoforte.

SOLE .A-GKEISTTS," aidered secure from raids by reason

J. L. OB ME & SON, 
Sparks Street,

sea

- Ottawa.

ALSO THE FAMOUS

'Estey, American, Organs.

THE. CANADIAN NORTHWEST.ser
“the opinion of this Congress, it is ex- 
“pedient that aarangements should, be 
“devised to secure closer commercial 
“ion between the Mother Country and 
4‘her colonies and dependencies.”

>»<
HOMESTEAD BE6FLATIONS.

All even-numbered sections of Dominion Lands in Manitoba or the North-

ENTRY.

Cancellation charges.

had previously existed between these 
and foreign countries. But it soon be- 

evident thfc* even an apparentlycame
simple motion like the. one above quot­
ed signified different things to different 
minAa This was shown by «he second 
resolution, which set forth the views 
of the free traders so oplled: " That, in 
“ the opinion of this Congress, any fis- 
“ cal union between the Mother Coun- 
" try and her Colonies, and dependencies 
“ being based on protection, would be 
" politically dangerous and eoonomi- 
V cally disastrous ; and that the ar- 
“ rangement which more than any oth- 

er, would conduce to an intimate com- 
"mercial union, would be by our self- 

governing colonies adopting, as close- 
-* ly as circumstances will permit, the 
" non-protective policy of the mother 
" country.”

For the Colonies to follow the course 
indicated in the latter port of this re­
solution would have been to reduce their 
import duties to such an extent as to 
deprive their Industries of any protec­
tion as against importations from the 
United Kingdom or Foreign countries. 
Leaving out of sight atad undiscussed 
the wisdom of such a policy, the ques-

HOMESTBAD DUTIES.

-SSS—ssSS-3
APPLICATION FOR PATENTentry.

tion todo so. When, for convenience of the settler, application for patent is 
made before a homestead inspector, a fee of $6 is chargeable.

t
INFORMATION.hock and seconded by Mr.

Quebec: “That a w 
-within the British Empire on the basis 
"of free trade would tend to promote
"its permanence and prosperity. . ^ of the jjavy League, (see copy of

Before the Congress broke up bur letdera enclosed), I bag to inform you 
Donald Smith got a motion put through the subject has met with a most

the London Chamber of favourable reception and has tod to
various suggestions from influential 
persons, from the newspapers, &c., in 
the Colonies.

I enclose herewith some extracts

IS Victoria Street» 
London, S. W„ 27th Dec.. 1895.

oommerecial union Dominion Lands Office in

EHàSBSHKiS-PfiîSP...
Territores ___________________ ____ __________ .

N B —In addition to Free Grant Lands, to which the Regulations above stated 
refer,"thousands of acres of most desirable lands are available for lease or pur­
chase, on easy terms, from railroad apd other corporations and private firms.

Sir,—Having been in communication 
with the Colonies in regard to the ob-

led

requesting
"to take the! necessary stepsCommerce

"for carrying out the several resolutions 
"of the Congress,” but it does not seem

the London Chamber has made the I from the Colonial press in regard 
towards establishing a thereto, which I shall be much ob-

will return after perusal. |
that
slightest move ..... ^
British Commericl Union on the basis | liged if you

f.
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