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‘Thursday, April 12th, 1906

IRELASD ITS RELIGION AND ITS
CULTURE

The following lecture has just been
received for publication. The sender
accompanies \he manuscript with the
following laudatory remarks, which
our readers will doubtless endorse in
so far at least as cold type can take
the place of a magnetic presence and
the living voice

““Enclosed 1 hand vou verbatim re-
port of a magnificent lecture that was
delivered here in Thorold last St
Patrick's night by Rev. Father Walsh,
Professor of Rhetoric at Niagara Uni-
versity, Niagara Falls, N.} The

m CATHOLIC REGISTER

tion 1o this and when the missionar-
ies from lreland left their homes and

praise the Maker, does mnot forget |men; a race who were noble in the
the works of nature and says ‘‘Bless|dignity of their manhood, and the
the Lord, ve Stars of Heaven,” and|wonderful purity of their woman-|land to spread religion, we may also
bids them unceasingly to sing silent |hood; therefore it was not bard 1o]sa) that they went to spread abroad
songs of praise. preach the doctrine St. Patrick came|knowledge

Shakespeare has given us one of the|to preach. He simply appealed to| If I were to ask the smallest child
most beautiful passages in all his|their minds, because their moral na- what was his destiny, why was he
works in the Merchant of Venice, in|ture was correct here; he would tell me it was 1o
the scene where Lorenzo says to Jes-| It took but a few years to converl | know, 10 love and serve God. We can-
sica: the whole of Ireland. Even in the|mot love if we do not Kknow
lLifetime of St. Patrick Ireland became | The more we know about it, taking

one continual train of churches and |for granted it be a good
monastaries, and there was not a|more we must love it

“How sweet the moonlight sleeps

upon this bank!' Love Is in

lecture as given by the brilliant
speaker, was a His youthful
personal dppearance, his
voice all combined 1o
make it a most charming address
1f not too lengthy, I should like ‘o
see it published in yvour pape:

gem

gestures,

and

lev. Father Walsh said

Ladies and Gentle
that I really fee!
wiih

Mr. Chairman
men,—I must say
a pleasure in being able to be
the people of Thorold again this ever
ing. The first visit, which was more
or less memorable for me and per
haps more or less memorable for you
was certainly a joy,.and I suppose the
best ]ilnmf of that iov is the fact that
it is a jov to be here again with you

this evening, and 1 do not know any

occasion upon which it would give me
greater iov than the one we wish to
cvening,
been cele-

commemorate 1his because
St, Patrick’s Day ha
and will always be «
sons and daughter ol

they fondly call

evel
yrated elenrated

the loval
at great Isle which
t upon which 1

evening 18 not

The subjec have che

en to address vou this
new one, however, whilst
iure we live in the present, we can

1t 1s very

forget the past Some of 1he

which

nevel
sweelt
link us to g happy

happy while 1t
though not perhaps too happy
grew happyv in the

jovs of life are those
past, a past which

was lasted, and even

a past,

while it existed,

* light of the present; and indeed it 1s

a noble sentiment which makes us
turn our mind from the present and
look back and admire those things
which in the past are set up for our
admiration, and to try and mould our

lives and thoughts so that as heirs of |

the past, we may be able to trans-
mit to posterity something they may
be able to look back upon with plea-
sure and joy. It is a mark of a noble
mind to do this and it is certainly a

mark of great nobility in the Irish |

after vear it looks
the great

race that year
back and commemorates
achievements of its past
Year after year as the 17th of
March comes around the loyal chil-
dren of Erin, wherever they are, send
up one grand chorus of prayer ana
praise in honor of that great hero
who transmitted to them the great
faith they possess;, and so we come to
night to lend out little mite of praise
to trv and swell the grand chorus
that ascends to great, St. Patrick, and
to try and make him feel that we are
<till his children in loyalty and love
To come at once to the subject of
Ireland’s religion and culture, we are
with the fact that

face to face
was before St
set his foot on Irish soil. The island
was pagan, the worship was not wor

ship of the true God because he was
not known in that fair land, the wot

ship was the worship of nature, viz

the skies, the sun, and chief of all
the stars of the heavens Now right
here we may say that this is the nob
lest form of paganism because when a
man does not know God, does not
know the nature of the God Whom we
have the happiness to know, 11 1S Very
natural that he would look out on the
world before him and be led to fall
down and worship what he sees as his
God. That worship of nature prepar
ed the people to see the nature of the
true God when the teachings were
presented to them There is some-
thing in nature that appeals to every
noble mind and heart.

There is an element of greatness in
one that can look back of rature and
see¢ the Author of nature, and indeed
it is not strange that the early Irish
race from their characteristies should
fall down and worship those silent
orbs which live a quiet life. It was
the starry heavens that the early
Irish people knelt down to adore and
then, when we have come 10
God, we, too, must

since
know

fascination in nature, as for instance |

when out for a walk on a starry night
our eves often turn towards the hea-
vens and we are fascinated with the
great works of nature. This idea
permeated all literature and it is one
of the noblest things in nature, and
from it we are led to learn great
spiritual lessons.

After all, what do we mean by the
grandeur and greatness of nature?
We mean God's handiwork, the beau-
tv of the ocean, of the stars, and sun-
set, and therefore it is that the
psalmist, telling human hearts 1o
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magniheent |

Patrick when he first |

admit a |

lhave to convert the moral natures of

Here will we sit and let the sounds|hill which did not echo to prayer and | proportion to knowledge and there
of music praise By the end of the sixth wn-llln!t we can see that when these no
Creep in our ears; soft stillness and|tury there was nol a spol which | ble-hearied missionaries took abroad
the night had not gut offi the worship of d“-;h‘u torch of religion and the torch
Becomes ihe touches of sweet harm-!cient Paganism and donned the robe| 9! knowledge thev contributed a.
ony. {of Christianity It is characteristic|great hoon te the race
| Sit, Jessica Look how the floor of|of the human heart when it is ap-| ! was said by historians that wup
| heaven 1 [n'.;lnl to. not ‘o he content to rest| to "he Lime of the ninth century, the
| Is thick inlaid with patines of |in its joy When Ireland had left vm‘;\\.: not a country in western lu
bright gold | glory and beauty of Christianity '!,,"‘“«vgi- al was not indebted to Ireland
| There's not the smallest orb which | were not content to let it rest with[for iis know ledge Alfred the Great
thou behold st themselves. Charity begins at home | 1! i education in Ireland and|
But in his motion like an angel sings | but it does mot rest al home Irish| to wk with him some of
“Hil quiring to the voung-ey'd cheru-| missionaries went forth in all the i Oxiord At that time
bims.’ countries of Europe and spread the|lt 1 Divinity 1 History a:
| doctrine, carrving forth a torch ol L ‘ were I We are
I need go no farther than to recall|the true religion hich St. Patrick | ! olars flocked to Irel
10 vour mind the fascination of Yfl|“ had so generously bestowed them | @ PRI { ! part ol
human heart hen going along on a| History tells us that there was not | 0P a thel
starry night a nation in all I'v'n'vv]" that was not led e o all of the western part ol
| The priests or ministers of worship indebted to Ireland for its spirit and Europe was really lebted
{in the olden times to which 1 rel work. These countries to-dav. which|Is r their knowledge, and ]
were called Druids. and closely relat-| I have mentioned, preserve relics in|* a time as though Celtic (
led to these were the Bard The »"'IN'II.HV\ of the day when the Irish | 1 was 1o be spread ab
tuned thei arps to hymns in|missionaries spread through the land u ame of knowledge
praise of the God whom they wor-| with teachings of the religion ? I oming of St. P; %X to lic
shipped and adored However it is sometl indeed to soll eval with a;
When St Patrick came to Ireland, generousiy receive religion that was ( ! r | 8 T
at the inspiration of Heaven, the cor immparted to ] b it is much |1 | { { hie
lition which 1 have desccibed | more ) retain | and hi ) tl A |
which was presented to him and been characteristic of the Irish race B the poli {
Vas SOm e that to S Paul | to preserve 1 religion St of Rome to permeat
when he i \then St. Paul | Patricl ht 1« en werl Rome
aw the difie emples erected ( I elity | of e WO y
is and rod, and, among | Irish people I | { ere R
them being one to the unknown God. | particularly in religior I believe w ot a1 ! The 1
That gave him text and he said to]can reckon the worth of a meu or | orth of Europ
e people while journeving in|woman by the fidelit to his ov her | 1he southe
Athens I saw a ten l'!" erected to the ! conviction We mu ire the man/|? nu c and
unknown God and this is the God |who sticks to a principle; he may be |k before  ther Fron
whom 1 have come to preac h to vou wrong, he mav be ignorant, but if he |1 andpoint 1 cemed
[So it might be said of St. Patrick | firmly believes a thing and sticks to| thoug! the old City of Alexandria
that when he came to Ireland he came|1t, he is a man This is what|¥ { bhe the place for the store
to preach to them the real God whom I claim of Ireland, therefore we all| houses of knowledge; but no, the sa

tol & ty of the Popes was 100 keen 1o
knowledge of the

they were tryving to adore but Whom | admire her. After all, if we want
they did not know When persons do know what is a nation we have to|trust all
not have the knowledge of the ll\u"‘!'“'k to what is a man; a nation is an‘.'\u\.x:.thla, and they saw well, be-
God they must {ageregate of men | cause within one hundred years Alex-
behind nature ( Ireland received her religion \lex-
There were some early attempts tn;\'T Patrick. She found it adapted to| andria, the famous old city, was ruin-
| Christianize Ireland before St. Pat-|her nobl>st sentiments; she found it jed and the seat of knowledge would
I]xu-k came, but they did not prove answered all the wants and nutmgs'h-k"' been destroyed if this had been
|great results as the opposition of the of her soul; she believed she was|made the storehouse of knowledge
| Druids and Bards was so great that right and through all circumstances | To England and to Ireland did the
|those who attempted the work | she clung to that, and that is what | Popes  transfer all this knowledge ;
leit Ireland, having accomplish | we must admire might  say | those famous old manuscripts and do-
ed little It was God's design to|she was wtong, still we have to ad-|cuments were all placed there. So up
'have St. Patrick go to Ireland and!mire Ireland, believing she was right;|to the ninth century, Ireland and
'try to Christianize the people there, | she clung to it through evil and good | England played an important part in
and this was St. Patrick’s destiny. |reports, and through all manner of the preservation of knowledge. It
For some vears St. Patrick was a|sufiering . | shows that there is something destin
slave in Ireland and went to France| Now there is another point whu-h'mi for a nation as well as for an in-
for his education. While there study-{I think worth while mentioning, and | dividual, and history has proved the
ing he could sce the Irish people call-[1T is the fact that in the fidelity to|wisdom of that f because we are

;..,\v 10

recognize some powel
|
from | andria was burned to the dust

Some

lact

ing to him to come back to preach to the religion which was preached to|to-day indebted to that learning pre
them St. Patrick did come back|Ireland, there was nothing selfish, lM"'.w! by the Islands of the North

and established a mission whose ef-|nothing ungenerous One familiar| Here Ireland has plaved a
|fects and results have been felt, and|with history may have noticed a na-|wonderful part Ireland’s poetry
will be just as long as time will last. | tional spirit creep into religlon in|gnd music are  fa famed.
‘ The great feast in the pagan wor-|some (-QunHw\ In France we ﬁ“ﬂ;'ﬂu-u‘ is something in their nature
Jhip of Treland was a festival of the | that spirit tried to creep into the|that preserves them The harp has

Patrick and
thev found

Sun God and when St
his followers first landed

churches and they tried 1o make Hn*n.,p]m,-(l a wonderful part in the his-
French chwches, but iieland Whilst we all have not

never | tory of Ireland

it was just about time to celebrate did this. She was never surpassed in{power to give forth our feelings 1n
this festival of the Sun God, wlm-hlhm loyalty to her cr:ed and for .«H‘pm.”\ or {U sing them, it is at the
was to be held on Easter Sunday that, her fidelity did not want to | same time true we are all poets and
The dav before, Holy Saturday, St.!make the church her own coloring. | mysicians, and it is very true of t}
Patrick lighted that fire on the Hill|She received it as given to her and|[rish race. The Bards used their in
of Tara. It was immediately noticed |did not try to change it. That is|gtruments, the harp, and they tuned
by the kings and chieftains. The light |characteristic of Ireland and perpetu-|them to the hymn of their nation
| fTrom the fire caused great commotion ates a sort of fidelity, a sort of true The Bavds of Ireland sang laws and |
i thronghout the land, because the ora-| real genuine spirit all things commemorative to then
cle ran that if any fire were lighted| Love is tested by suffering I race. The harp emblazons the Irish
before the signal was given, it would|harder to be faithful in sorrow than!flag ven to-day we will find
spread and grow until it consumed |in love, vet when we turn to the|harp as the national emblem of 1
the whole island. The prophesy was|Divinity of sorrow, we must realize | land, and we can go back of this and
[truer than was thought. The fire| that there is nothing great through-|see a wonderful career beyvond in ihe
that St. Patrick did light that Sat-|out the realm of nature that has not history of Ireland. During the mid
urday afternoon, did spread over that| about it a tinge of sorrow \ll na- dle ages the great painters placed
whole land, but in a different sense|ture preaches this doctrine. Why !/lyres in the hands of their many sub-
than seen by the kings of the island.! What would the sunshine be without nb-vt\

The fire was a spiritual fire and it the shadow? If all davs were swes We can hardly think of music with
expanded and covered the whole is- and balmy and fragrant with the| gyt thinking of poetry; in fact, they
land, however the fault was was a breath of flowers, we would not aj are very much allied, and when Thos
grievous one from the pagan stand- preciate them. As for instance Moore set words to music under the
point. St. Patrick and his followers | pight like to-night, stormy, and bit-/ pame of Irish melodies, he but used

summoned before the king im

were terly cold, makes us appreciate a nice | the old melodies that came down
mediately and St. Patrick boldly and | warm sunshiny day So about all'{hrough the ages and gave them
fearlessly proclaimed thei 'H.nl\\l'»l,. great things, there is a tinge of sor-| words. His idea was this, that song
so boldly, in fact, that the King In-| row Throughout all art there was onlv half a being and he called
vited him to come again on 'l-...\:vl that We find we are not so mu words the heart of the soul, and so
| Sunday morning to explain this mis-| impressed by joyv as by sorrow. It Irish melodies as

. . he used it, and the
sion more fullv. On Sunday morning|not the smile, it is the tear that | ye

St. Patrick appeared before the King | moves us If so with individuals, it
and gave him and his immediate fol-lis so with nations. Because
lowers a beautiful exposition of pag-|do not sink deep into the human na
anism and Christianity, and so deep-! ture, but the soul
Iy did St. Patrick’s words sink into|mourns, there is more capability of
their hearts that some of them were|pobility in a tear than in a smile. o hum little sentiments
lconverted, among them being ”H“'l‘hv smile has its place, which is 10 which (.<.[,,!,‘.-;v1..y‘.|.- something great
king's wife, the brother of the King, | hrush away a tear, but it is the tear | in their Ireland—hers was 1n-
and the chief Bard. The king Wwas that counts; so it was with Ireland spiration and there is much in her
not converted at that time, but gave|ghe should shed her tear. She should | life that would appear to anyvone who

simply
that had

have them to-day are
words set to the old music
hummed. There is
than the Irish

is a character

smiles hummed and

musical
is said it

heen
no race more
tears do, and race. and it
istic of them in all their occupations

some

race

to St. Patrick permission 10 g0 |suffer She sufiered for a principle 'had poetical iuspirations, that mna-
through the land and preach Chris-|and that is a point I want vou 10 tyre certainly blessed Ireland Of
tianity to the people |admire her for I need not go into|course we cannot think of poetry
| There is no parallel in all history |detail to tell you what she sufiered, | ithout thinking of nature. We can-

nation accepting Christianity |but I simply want to impress
as did  Ireland. In cases | you ”l;l“ she sufiered for her glowing sun and the setting sun; we
| throughout  history it was at the tions We must admire any man who | cannot look out upon the beautiful
{price of slaughter and blood and it |sticks to his convictions, so we must|marvels in the heavens, clouds

{has often been quoted that the blood Ireland. We must admire, al-|so by the glow of sunlight in the hea-

upon | not
convice-

of any look out upon nature; upon the

most

made
admire

‘:“f martvrs was tie seed of Christian- | so, the man who suffers and dies forlyens. without letting those deep les-
lity. But here wn Ireland, unparallel-|his convictions That shows there is|sons sink in our hearts and being
iq-d, the faith was planted without the|something more great than life, 1o/ leeply thrilled. Wordsworth tells us
| shedding of a single tear, or the run-jdie a martyr for a cause Think of!that many there are that have the feel

 pang of a drop of blood. It is unigue |the soldier when leaving his home, his | ings of a poet, who have deep appre

land not to be lost sight of in the|wife anad children, to fight for his | ciation of the deep sense of beauty in
|destinyof Ireland. When looking intofcountry he feels proud to die for his|jature, but have not power to ex

[ the early wavs of Ireland we are not!country, vet look at the sacrifice he|press it Ireland was consecrated

\l“p”““ to find things just as re has made So it is there is a hero it\ sorrow and this, too, was the

(lated, but had St Patrick come tolism about suffering tor a cause. This|source of her inspiration. Some of

preach to some of the northern peo-jis the point we musi admire about|the deepest sentiments are those of

;pl(l of Europe it would have been alreland This is the cause which she|sorrow y So Ireland being consecrat-

|far different task suffered for and which she believed 1o|ed by sorrow, there is really a poetic
We are told that when St. Patrick|be right therefore we should honor| Continued on page 8.)

| addressed the King and the chieftains d .

of Ireland, he addressed a more nobi o come to the point of Ireland e - e ¢ e e e -

‘},,‘[.«! than did the great St. Paul, on|culture, we nctice at the very outs t ’

ithe Hill of Mars Here were people!that culture goes hand in hand wi

i:l,.n were true in the worship they igion, at least true culture It has cuwa“ s cucﬂa

| professed, here were pro]!l!' strong in| been said that shadows

| )
their belief; here were people dwelling | of greal

manners are
nobility I believe we must |
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beneath the light of the stars and jrealizs this if we have a no-
everywhere looking for vestiges of the [ble, upright heart we cannot ! and Economical
lost Divinity St. Patrick did  not i“"'““" out fellow-man Know- |

ledge is the greatest boon to the race, |

these people. He preached to|after religion. We all feel the desire] WORLD'S GREATEST BELL FOUNDE®
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ra Mild Ale
ra Mild Porter

| Special Lager

Mantels, Grates and Fire
Place Fittings

also

Floor and Wall Tiles

When decorating your house and chang-
ing the fire-place it will pay you to visit
our show rooms,

THE O’KEEFE

Mantel & Tile Co.
97 Yonge 8t.

Gerhard Heintzman Building,
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THE IMPERIAL COAL €9

BURNS TO AWHITE ASW
NO SLATE
N o CLINKERS
DELIVERED PROMPTLY
AT LOWEST MARKEY PRICES.
ONCE USED - ALWAYS USED

BCRAND TRUNK 3aes]
- Single Fare For
~ EASTER

GoinglApril 12,13, 14,15,
and 16th, returning untit
April 17th.

Between all stations in Canada,
also to Buffalo, Niagara Falls,
N.Y. Detroit and Pt. Huron,
Mich. Reduced fares also in ef-
fect to St. Paul, and Duluth, Minn.

For tickets and full information cal)
Ion ageuts,

J. D. McDONALD,

District Passenger Agent, Toronto

This is the Time
to Organize

Brass Band

[ Instruments, Drums, Uniforms, Ete.

First, then talk business and you'll

get a hearing. Don’t buy expen-

sive new suits—let me redeem your
old ones.

FOUNTAIN, My Valet”

Cleaner and Repairer of
Clothing

| 30 Adelaide West,

Tel. Main 3074

DRESS WELL

Every Town Can Have a Band!

Lowest prices ever quoted. Fiune cata-
logue, with upwards of 500 Wlwstrations
and containing everything required in a
| Band, mailed free. Wnte us for any-
thing in Music or Musical Ihstruments

WHALEY ROYCE & CO. Ltd.

Western Branch
356 MAIN ST
} Winnipeg, Man
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TYPEWRITER

WRITING

IN

SIGHT

Durable, and Most
Widely Used.

UNITED TYPEWRITER CO. Limited

All makes rented and sold on instalmen:

Strong,

Catholic Boarding House
For spring and summer holidays
nice rooms and good board.

Daniel J. Cunningham,
Gravenhurst, Ont.

MAISON

CHARLES

W
Lead for Comfort and Style

Parisian
Pompadours, Bangs, etc.

Transformation Fronts,

Gents’ Toupees & Wigs

Of a superior Parisian make. Neo
equal on this continent, Switches
trom $2.00 up.

Green Soap

For shampooing the hair, gives it
a beautiful glossy silky appearance.
Free from all alkali powder. 15 1b.
35¢, 11b. s0c. Sent by mail.

431 Yonge 8t, Toronto
PFhone Main 2498

Guaranteed Mortgages

| ImprovedReal Estate

|

This Corporation absolutely
protects holders of mortgages
| guaranteed by it from any loss

resulting from failure ofa mort-
gagor to pay principal or inter-
| est.

Interest paid at the rate of
four per cent per annum half-
| yearly.

) Investors have as security not

only the mortgages, which are
: allocated to their accounts in the
(R books of the Corporation, hut
|k also the guarantee of principal
E ard interest under the seal of
the Corporation,

THE TORONTO
GENERAL TRUSTS {

CORPORATION

59 Yonge St., Toronto

Luxfer Prisms
For mere light.
Ornamental Windows
For beautifying the Home.

Memorial Windows
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AFTER EASTER
STUDY

Accountancy Penmanship h
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Bookkeeping

$300 to $800
Are first year salaries our students obtain,
194 students took sits this year. Start April
23rd for success.
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McGill and Y Sts.
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