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t—this (act in itself dfttimes nets as enCAUSES of incendiary fires. the agent 
incentive. >v-:

lately thev have been successful in AtmtoniTKs' Failvm.
rounding up a gang of fifty^fire-bt^ who are now Pa$lu„ of the Authorities to Condemn Unsafe
held for tnal on charges of arson “"J..d^» “* * and Dilapidated Buildings—In certain quarters of 
6rr companies. Leading up to this bag was_ a ^tics will be found old structures which
prolonged investigation, and the ***** an. un,ttk value, which should In? condemned as a
mint by a fire insurance official who took a hading mvnilce. Thev can 1w purchased with very
part in this invcstigation, as reganls the causes | .mim v and "easily insured over their value 
of incendiarism is of wide interest to umtorwriters Jj«| V rv;v|v indllt.,.,m.Ilt to the incendiary,
in communities, who are similarly afflicted as of Health and Building Inspection depart-

by. SSSSt USSt
rory evidence-. ... . __ - " iHsloval, Careless and Indifferent Agents—

1. Ignorance of the Law and its Consetiuencefr- '• a., tlt' who know.nglv offers an undesirable 
The majority of the property owners and tire setters *■ WS™ insl|ramx, crtl^jKmy should not be per- 
who are now tinder indictment and who are to lie * do fllM)((T business: and as there are such
indicted never realised the enormity id the mine ” * }n t|u. ,m.ilu s< „w. N,„mr they are eliminated
or the severe penalties attache d t*"*»' ,he sooner the loss ratio will drop. A careless or nd f-
safe to assume that if they had many of these fire ucviit i- a liah.litv to his company because he
would never have occurred. Away back in January noMake the trouble to inspect the risk offered by
last, I warned .me of these lire setters, who has *»* ■ ,^„t! ,Hr^llllvll,A to the underwriters
rince been indicted « time counts, that he was am ’ when a firT d.U occur he can only
due to be arrested fur a.-m and he replied as fol- , m>w find he was not O K.
lows: . . _ _ (Mnc-1 •• A ease of locking the stable door after

"Did yon see me set a fire. Can you swear - • lict,n stulcn. A carefully strut nized
under oalli that you mid another witness saw me such agents should be kept in the offices ofapply the match?” lie was under the impression « «L"1"*” P
that in order for the authoritie» to secure a conv c- r«scrupulous Ptibl c Adjusters—Every specialtion for this offense ft was nm-ssarv to have witnesses ^ wv]i llF|||vs t||t. honest public adjuster, his 
who actually saw the match applied. services are often of great value to the companies,

a. Over-Insurance—The underwriter will never an t,L.ruiiuh.i«s adjuster can lie nstrumental
be able to ascertain definitely the moral hazard | * j tf a" certain public adjuster is
of a risk by consulting a Dim's or I radstmt s »££•■* hThh>Ls»soi suit cases and
report; he must rely upon the honesty of I he agent f ||Hvll wjtlt fire damaged wearing apparel which 
as to the physical and livrai hazard and also the j * „ inducement to the insured to secure
value of the property .....mitte, for coverage IVtiilMmimt fTtià reason of seeming a larger
To be sure there is at present a large amount of t|\ wi,h the help of the contents of the
such over-insurance in forve but cerlamlv not w th - a||d b.,„s it Jbvioiis tlwrefore that the 
the knowledge of the companies or it would quickly ^ ” 'of alld bags have liven paid for
be reduced or cancelled. ovvr and over again by the companies. These

men are nut vx|K*riiiivcil, they du not know sound 
or loss values or how to properly make • proof 
of hiss, they bargain a claim, always trying to side 
step a reference for the reason that they would not 
know how to procure the same. They are known 

and often work in conjunction
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3. Financial Difficulties of Merchants and Pro

perty Owners—A merchant fully covered by insur
ance finds himself in straightened circumstances 
with piwir business and pressing creditors— it ... ,
bankruptev. if lie is unscrupulous, the Midden to employ _ runnels 
thought ui the ruse* id siruriug plvnlv uf fluids by | with the firisi-tter. 
means of a fire comes to him; this i< certainly pre- 1 Tiir Pkoprssioxal FiRESRrre*.
livable to bankruptcy as lie then van continue in Soliciting bv I-'ircsettcrs—The usual method
business with a lutter standing than ever. Or « cmphived l>v the- fire-setter is to solicit property 
prviurty owner, also un scrupulous, finding he lias (lWm,|^ awd storekeepers; he furnishes the expert 
made a" bad bargain in a parcel of real estate, or knowledge and exiurienee and the necessary cour- 
huving a iMieel that is not rentable either by reason |H m;,ke „ K,„Mi ut|d «impiété loss. The price 
of requiring certain repairs or improvements or |j#. «.-xitert varies; sometimes the job is done 
finding mortgagees pre-mg for payments with no u a r,.,u|.ir comini—vn basis and sometimes 
funds on hand to meet them, la-iiig in danger ul j|>f ,f ,-(Xvd ratl. |t miht not lu- forgotten that the 
having tin- piojurtv taken away from him. limbs a ili<m js as keen in this line of endeavor as
ready way out id his difficulties through a lue. j „y h-gitimate- enterprises.

4. Bad Vomlition of liitil.hiigs and hmr pmdi- ’
tiuns of Merchandise - Certain old btiihlings having . . ,f .. . notifies that all
au improvements and requiring e-on-id, tabh- repairs The Im,wriul We
•ml that in some- instance, sluml.1 be cmdvmncd participating |vheiw with Use year dKtnbuUon 
bv the firiqur antlurilies are- in>uwl by sonic |un.«l issued on and «Iter July ist wll contain 
agents f,i tL same amount f« which a gi.ul and an adiled danse pnAnling for an '"terim dividend 
up to-date building w.mhl be Insured. Stock in to the event ol death after the first year. .
trade is to many instances insured that is n most Thisprovi.iunis n-tr^cUx-cinthc «se d I^vio^y 
part unsalable and old merchandise; no proper ^itten pohcies except those on the deterred 
tovestigatiem and appraisal el its value is made by dividend plan.
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