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(2) Faith is the acceptance of Hod**The clearer view, and the <lee;>er in 
spiritual meaning, seems to tie that faith XVoid. It believe* the truth of Hod’* 
and hope also abide eternal and iinperish- Word. It rests u|*on the divine promise, 
able, as distinguished fiom gifts that fail. It gives its assent to something as credible 
that cease, that vanish away. Faith abides because Hod witnesses it to lie true. The 
forever, for it is concerned with immortal truth, we lielieve, is divine, and it rests

BOTH GREAT AND SMALL.
I ; seem* a thing incredible that He 

Wb » knows the secrets of the vanished years, 
Who saw the struggles, triumphs, ho|iea, and

Of lotig-forgotlen races, cares for me.
Poor, fleeting creatures of a day are wt,

Porn hut to jierish. Can it be He hear*
The -. nor of our voices, sees our tears 7 

The doubting heart repeats, 14 It cannot lie."

;

truths as well as with bare facts. It is not upon divine authority. To refuse to be 
only belief in things unseen, which may lieve the divine record is to make G xl a 
need no exercise of faith in the presence of li.xr, which is an awful thought, 
the realities, but it is also trust in a Verson 
which can never «lie. Hope abides for- of eternal life. When Jesus was asked, 
ever, and, even when all that it looks for is “ What must we do, that we may work the 
realized, it will still live on throughout works of God ?” He replied, “ This is the 
eternity in the confident exjiectation of w ork of God, that ye b dieve on him whom

he hath sent.” The same thought is 
It may be said that faith and love are brought out by the Vsalmist when he asks, 

inseparable, joined together by God, and “What shall I render unto the Lotd fur 
wedded in holy bonds which nothing of all hi* benefit* toward me?” and replies, 
earth can sever. ** What God hath joined “I will take the cup of salvation.** We 
together, let no man put asunder.” Faith cannot work for God*» gifts, it is lieyond 
is first ; it is the seed principle, but it car- our power to merit them, to deserve them 
ries in its heart the flower of hoj*e and the in any sense. We can only accept them, 
fruit of love. Faith is first, for trust pre- This is faith. It is the appropriation of 

■ cedes love. Faith is the foundation, the God's gift of eternal life.

1
:(31 Faith is the acceptance of God's giftTar, far beyond this tiny planet's path 

Vunumbered constellations beat His voice,
And He who rules the universe sees all.

Then let us not with doubting» tempt His wrath, 
But, trusting in His boundless power, rejoice ;

He also guides the infinitely small.
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X II. I

Whkn Professor Drummond, who has a 
genius for selecting apt and suggestive 
titles, called love “ the greatest thing in 
the world,” there were many Christians, building is joined together by love. Faith (4) Faith is an act of personal reliance. 
Spurgeon amongst the number, vho were ^ ^e r0ot, the fruit of the tree is love. It is confiding reliance in a person. In 
jealous lest faith should be put in the back- |.*aith is alone in justification, it is su| 
ground, or have assigned to it too low a 
place in the system

this sense Abraham was the “ father of the
in this spiritual province, and through it faithful, ' a* well as in the other sense ol 
the soul is accounted righteous before God, influence, by which he impressed his own 

Dr. Gordon stood out, amongst others, as |)Ut jove js greatest jn the activities of life, faith on the chosen family. Ilis faith ever 
the champion of faith, and called his book There is the spirit of holy jealousy in our bore in it the idea of personal reliance, 
“ The hirst Thing in the World, or The e|evenjh article, which declares, “ that we the perfect confidence of a child in a 
Primacy of Faith/ hor faith stands first, , are justified by faith only is a most whole- Father's love, the trustfulness of one who 
and the primacy of faith must he unques- somc doctrine/' Love is not wedded to ever realizes a Father's goodness, the 
tinned. Love may be, and is, greatest, jn justifying. It is rather the way it strong belief of one who ever leaned upon
because it is God’s nature. “ His nature g^OW8 jts energy, the living principle of Him who is invisible, the self-surrender of 
and His name is Love,” while faith is part

of Christian truth.

;

H
the works which follow after justification one who rests wholly upon (hxl.

Faith is (loti’s gootl gift. It is the fruit 
Faith is a fruit of (lod's Spirit. It is not of llis Spirit's work. It is at once our 

a fruit of human effort. It is torn of (ioil. greatest neetl and our highest happiness.
It is through faith that we know (iotl. It

ol man's nature, for he is horn to trust, j faith, 
hut faith is first. For love is born of trust.
We must trust before we can love.

1Faith, hope, and love are permanent 
Christian graces. They are so distinguished

What is Faith ? is a natural question.
(1) It is trust. When traced to its is the power that brings us to Christ and 

from the other gifts enumerated by St. orjgjni as I.ightfoot has remarked, keeps us in Christ. It is the “ hand of
1‘aul in his immortal hymn of love j, j5 s;lnp|y tru5ti t(,e lrllst „f a little child the heart,” hv v hich we accept Cod's rich
(I. Cor. xiii.), for, while it is said that -n jls mol|lel An infant must trust his blessings ami appropriate them to meet
prophecies will fail, tongues cease, ami mol(,er f,,r everything, !ood, clothing, the needs of our spiritual life, 
knowledge vanish away, it is declared that care> am, a|, eUe_ ,ts ,lfe is a |ife of
faith, hope,and charity will abide. There is trust| as natura| tQ p as it js to breathe or
one aspect,it istrue.in which love is great- : (0 wa|k

W. J. Akmi i ai.k.

So we are to trust God. Faith, 
est, because faith and hope will.not be needed js not mcrc|y intellectual assent to
in heaven, and, therefore, will disappear. ccrlajn Beliefs as true. It is not a com- 
In this view love is the end, and faith and bination of a|1 the Christian virtues. Its 
hope but the means. Faith will have done maini inJccl| jls vhal| characteristic, as 
its perfect work, and will have lteen lost in Principal Moule says, is an act of accepting 
vision, while hope will have gained its 
fruition. So we sometimes sing :

WAITINC IS SERVIN'!i.

Waiting is often the liest kind of ser
vice a man can rentier. Indeed, we call a 
good servant a “ waiter.” But it is com
monly harder to wait than to work. It 
was hard for the children, the night liefore 

1 Christmas, to wait until morning liefore 
they knew what presents they were to 
have. Vet there was nothing for them to 
tlo but to wait. And if they only would 
wait, the morning would come, and with 
it all that had lieen promised to them for 
the morning.

8
reliance. It is the repose of the soul in 
God. It is, as Bishop O’Brien pointed 
out in his masterly work on its nature and 
effects, an attitude of childlike confidence 
and implicit trust in the Eternal Father. 
We believe in a thing when we are sure 
that it is true, in a person when we learn 
to trust him.

1
“ Faith will vanish into sight 

Hope be emptied in delight,
Love in heaven will shine more bright ; 
Therefore give ue love."

And Prior writes :
“ Then constant faith and holy hope shall vie, 

One lost in certainty, and one in joy."


