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NOTE AND COMMENT

The Advance, commenting on the
course of a New England Congregational
minister who wants the church door “ab-
solutely open” to all, says that with such
a door there would be no inside or out-
side. This is well put. If church mem-
bership does not at least attempt to dis-
tingnish between the converted and the
unconverted, between the Church and
the world, there s no use of it.

—_—

The Third Annvel Conference on_the
Sunday School an . Missions will be held
at Silver Bav on ke George, N.Y.
July 1523, 1908, The general subject of
the Conference will 1 = “Missionary Ed-
neation in the Sunday fichool.” The pro-
gramme is planned o as to include
hoth a thorough consideration of the
problem in the local school and a full
disoussion of the editorial, administra-
tive, and other work; and each feature
will be oared for by an expert.

—_—

The new British Premier seems to have
made a mistake in proposing old age pen-
slons ontright. Tt is true, the sum e
only $1.25 a week, to persons over seven-
ty years of age; and, coneidering the
relief of the poor rates, the expense will
he manageable. But the _prineiple is
the same as if the pension were larger.
The German System of compulsory in-
surance 1s far better. Here the work-
man in large factorfes, the employer, and
the government unite in payine annual
premiums, which entitle the fnsured to
an annnity, This fs a business proposi-
tion, and an entirely different thing from
Mr. Asquith’s plan,

fleneral Booth, founder of the Salva-
tion Army. {s now in his eightieth year.
His caventv-ninth birthday was made the
ooeasion of a great ovation in Queen's
Wall. London. He deserved it, for he is
a very remarkable man, both for what
he ha: Jone and for what hy fe still do-
ing. At the ovation iven i his honor,
ha spoke for over an honr, and the only
alon of age was a lttle feebleness in his
volee at first, which disappeared as he
warmed up, Sneaking of his present
condition he sald: “T can stll, T think.
dn somethine that fs worth being read
and Hatened to and seriously consider-
ed* “Aa for my soul. T am etil] on the
old foundation. and atil] glorying in the
old exnerlence.” He retains nnbound-
o1 confildence in the future of the Armwv,
and  decl himeel? fident of fits
power to adapt ftself to new conditions.

Titherto in China the Romanist bishons
olaimed the rank of mandarins, A con-
temporarv states that tha Rescrint grant-
ing 0Meial rank to Roman Catholice clerics
has bean eancelled. The Reserint never
met with entire favor; and the privileges
eranted under it were much abnsed. The
anomalons nature of the position which
had arisen may be estimated from the
fact that, while there ave only nine viee-
rovs in the Fmpire, fortysix Romish
hishops olaimed equal rank with them.
The withdrawal of the privileges is re-
ganded as 4 very important stép, which
will. it is believed, put an end to many

diffienlties between mandarins
and priests on account of the special
tended o all professing Ro-

mish converts, Moreover, in many plac-
es tha work of Protestant missionaries
wae being serlously hindered, and the
placing of Romaniets Once more on an
equal footine will be a matter of con-
siderable sa

The Rev. Ivor J. Roberton, M. A, of
Regent-square Church, London, writing
in the local “Supplement” for May at
the close of his first years ministry,
thus characteri the difficulties of a
Tondon pastorate:—'“The constant and
manifold strain, the fact that with more
expenditure of energy one gets less dona
in London than perhaps anywhere else,
the abiding perplexities as to how far
to reserve oneself from outside claims,
and how to lay out to best advantage
what one may have to give. Doubtlees
the same perplexities and difficult prob-
lems meet every pastor in large citles,
whether in Oanada or Britain,

—_—

Already, says the West Land, there are
instances of resentment if mot sotual
disobedience of the new mandate of the
Catholle hierarchy regarding marriages.
Tt will not be a popular law with the
maeseg for it adde another arbitrary pow-
er to the priesthood, Not long ago a
Catholie conple came to one of onr minis-
terg for marrriage because thelr own
priest had demanded an exorbitant fee
in advance before he would perform the
ceremony. Fxaction of this kind will be
atill more easily possible under the new
priestly mononoly. The evident resent-
ment of at least some of the Cathollo
nnblie may ha due to a growing Indif-
ference to all concerns of the Church,
but it may aleo be dus to a growing
eense of justice and freedom,

——

The subject of the wheat crop ls always
an intereeting one to western men, says
the Christian Guardian, and as soon as
it s vnossible to arrive &t conclusione
that are In anv sensa reliable, men be-
ein to fieuren pon the wheat probabill-
tHea for the vear. Tt i eetimated that
this vear there are 7.000.000 acrea seeded
to wheat in the Canadian West, Tt seems
vrobable that this fs rather a large estl.
mate, as it means an Inorensa over last
vear of 2.000.000 acres, While this Is
not imposaible, it fa such a large in-
crease as to be somewhat discounted by
conservative estimates. The same eeti-
mate also reckons upon 125.000,000 bueh-
els of wheat. Again it seems hardly
nrobable that this fieure will be reached,
tut nresent indioations certainly seem
to noint to the largest wheat cron ever
harvestad in the west, if the th

A medical missionary, writing to an
American contemporary, says: ‘“Indian
women are awakening to a new self-

T s w4 tatanti
Within five years T have listened to »
Hindu woman addressing a mixed as-
sembly; a Mohammedan woman, M.
Mahbub Alam, edits a newspaper in La-
hore for the purpose of agitating ques-
tions of soclal reform, like education of
girls and remarriage of widows; and T
believe the change going on in India is
bound to shake the two great social ty
rannfes, caste and the purdah sys-
tem, to their foundation.” All this af-
fords fresh t to Ch
women to persevere in their efforts for
the regeneration of India.

In Tndia many of the high caste Hin-
dns have become OChristlans and have
wide inflnence, Non-Christians freely
admit the superlority of the Christian
character and 1ife, The knowledge of
the Christian faith extends far beyond
the converts and ohurch ciroles, and its
spirlt iz gradually permeating the pub-
Mo sentiment. Prominent Hindus have
«ald that Christianity fs the coming re-
liglon of Tndis., Thue the whole empire
foels the stir of a mew life. Al the
misslonarfes fee! that this 1s & most im-
portant perind for Christian work, and
eall for ald for hoth tha evangelistio and
the schonl work, Tf Christian forces can
he hronght tn bear at thia junocture a
new Tndla will ba before the world.

e

Tn the Tnited States the great Presbv-
terfan Chnreh (Northy la greatly nernlex-
od at the panclty of students in theologv.
Tn the disenseion of the matter by thefr
Assembly last weesk soma of tha speak-
ers blamed the Stata Tinivarsity and
ather nundenominational inetitntions of
Taarnine for tnrning the thonghts of stn-
dents from veliefone tn commerelal cur
rente, “With one fonr miltion Presbv-
terian eommunioante.” sald the chairman
of tha Board of Rdueatlon, “wa have
anlv 117 in training for the miniatrv.
Many onlleges are vielding to the feel
e agalnst the minletry bv puttine
ireck and Tatin in the enrrienla as elec
Hye oonrses, and many even resent the
fmontation that they are denomina-
tional institutions.”

—

Wao are in receipt of an advance copy
of the m«vnmmerfnr the World’s Temper-
1
1

conditions are fairly favorable,

—_—

Tn tendering his resfemation to tha

" sessfon of Deer Park Chnrch, Rev. D.

€. Hossack, wrota: “T am resiening
that T may deal fn a public and prac-
tirnl wav with a great moral anestion
which has heen Alscussed academi-
eallv, but without that result which is
Aeafred. T refer to the abolition of the
bar. The academic auestion of per-
sonal Nhertv fs not involved as T am
not referrine tn prohibition. “Fhe bar
as an institntlon of our Province In
the opinlon of very manv is a roclal
blight, a menace to morality and an
economieal burden. Tt fustifies its own
hanishment. The miserfes which sprine
from it appeal to all men to abolish
ft. As it 1s a Provinelal

ance Centennt to be held at
Qaratora Springs, N. Y., June 14-23, 1908,
The Congress, which is under the dir-
eotfon of a Oommittee of Promotion con-
alsting of eight wellknown temperance
men of New York State and an Advisorv
Oommitten of forty-one members from all
parts of the world, fs primarfly, to do
honor to the memory of Dr. Bhlv 3
Clark and othera who, on April 30, 1808,
ona hnundred years ago, organized the
Pirst Temperance Soolety In History.
This centennial will be made the occa-
slon for n world-wide discuselon of the
Temperance Question from the stand-
noints of Sociology, 8ck b 4

Tegislation and Bducation, A1l religions
densminations as well as the leading or-
ganizations are to send representatives:
and there will also be “Sections” given
np to Rditors, the ‘Anﬂlhﬁun Ones-

every citizen s personally responsfble
and eannot discharge his r

fon,  tion, Sund Young Men's
Ohristian Association, and other instrne-
hil tive fent Pr of the Con-

ity, bv silence. Those who now suf-
fer by this Institution are calling for
help. The rising meneration are eall-
ing for help. T for one am not pre-
pared to decline that call,

aress may be obtainad by addressing Rev.
7. H. Durkee, 50 Triangle Bldg., Roches-
ter, N. Y., also Hotel Direotories, giving
names, Tooations and prices of Hofels

snd Boarding Houses at Baratogs Springs.




