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Historical Criticism VI, *
Genesis, ch. 1v, 116

Texrt. *“Iastead of the thorn shall come
up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall
come up the myriie iree.”  Toaiah, Lv:13.

These words deseribe the «ff et o God’s
word in tne wotld, 1. has a power to trans
form, 10 change existences from crude o re-
fined. I/ can ke oid poews and  apply
them to higher uses.  Thus Pagan an was
transformed by Christianity. The chisels,

ints and canvas remained the same, but
t was new ideas which they were used to
embody, S» languige was transformed
under the infl ience ot Christinity.  Wurds
took on new mewnings. It could only be
by a transformition that words could ex
press the christiar ideas of love and meck-
ness.

This same transforming process was at
work in the pre christian era. The inspired
writer of Genesis takes the old mythol gical
form and fills it with the spiritual realiz.«
tions uf a man who had a  histonic religion,
that is a religion which 1s not a speculation
but a real expericnce of God's goodness
toward men,

Thus literature is not like other litera-
tures, though there are some who wish
to put it on the same level. Such men
fory.t that behind a literature t ere is a
life. Now the ufe of the Jewish people
was a unique life The Jews are as
some one has said *a miracle in history,”
and a unique lite must give rise to a
unique lite ature.

Again we are told that there is a great
deal that is obsolete, that it is a hetero-
geneous conglomeration  This too is a
mistake. Thee isin all life a something
inborn, which persists in all stages of de
velopment, and which gives individuality
to the man, or 0 the nation. This some
thing we cull the genius of the man, the
genius of the naion It is aclue to the
meaning of the lile, a unitying principle,
giv ng consi-tency to its different parts
and manifestations. N .w the genius of
the Jews was for reigion. This is the
umifying principle ot their history, that in
the lives of their representative men, evin
the earliest, we can trace a gracious mo
tive working toa hoy issue. E.en in
the be_inning of their religs n we find the
spiritual element.  With this clue the old
is not “obsole.e, and instead of a ‘‘het-
erogeneous conglomeration’ we find in
the Bible a sy tic and i
history.

It was this genius for religion that
made their history unique, and, theretore,
it was tuis genius that made their litera:
ture unique  This is what gives it its
distinction, and this 1o 1mposes upon it
its limitations  Just as a picture may
not give us much typographical intorma-
tion and yet be a great work of art and
produce its proper effect, so the fact that
the Bible does not tell us all we shouid
tike to know about ethnology or geogra-
phy, does not effect its value asa revela
tion 0! God an . of «is wil concerning
man  We must remember that the gen

*Notes of the sixth 0f a serics of sermons by
Rev. G. M. Milligan, D.D. of Old St. Aadrew's
Chareh, Toronto.
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us ot this li erature is religious ’

In approaching the fourth “chapter,
therefore, we do not ask what is its eth-
nolo ical value, nor, what is its ‘pro-
phetic’ contents, its re'igious ideas?

"We find several deep truths. (1) In
all religious service God looks on the
heart.
but in the heart of the man who offered
it, a heart full of amition, pride, self-
will, jealousy. But God requires ‘‘mercy
and not sacrifice.” ]

(2) Religious opportunity is a leargh~
ing moral tes: Christ is set for the rise
and fall ot many. Reli.ion revealed the
murderer in the heart of Cain The sac
rifices, like the treein the garden were
not the causes of chracier but the occas
ion of its testing. This is a great rote (0
be sounded in 850 B C., through the
forms of primcval h story.

(3) The writer in his pictorial anthro

morphic style would teach us tha* God
is deeply interested n man, in his moral
choices, in his use of that treedom of
will, in which lies the po sibility of moral
progress or ol moral deleat.

(4) Remorse i- not repentance. Cain
found the truit of sin very bitter, but he
utters no word of repentance as it is de-
fined in the Shorter Catechism.

‘I'wo wr ngs do not make a right
The death of Cain would not atone for
the death ot Abel.

(6) Inthe midst of wrath, God re
members mercy.” He appointed a mark
for Cain, lest any finding him sh uld kill
him” And he went out from the pres-
ence of Jehovah, and dwelt in the laad
of Nod i. e the land of wandering. I his
may well be symb lical and mean that
there is no res for the wicked, that
peace comes only from right relations to
God

How rich are these verses in prophetic
elements that reveal the character of
God.

Notes by Nemo

1 have been looking voer “The Memoirs
of Paul Kruger told by Himselt."” Itis an
interesting book, and must be regarded
a an important document for the histor
ian of South Aurican affairs, but itis too
expensive 10 have an extensive circulation
among ordinary people. [ extract, for
the benefit, of your readers Paul Kruger's
address to the clergy, one of a number,
which he delivered at the time of his in
auguration as Presydent, May 1898

EVEREND SIRS, SERVANTS OF GoD's
Wokp := When | turn my eyes upon
y u, a favorite text rises to my mind ;
“How beautiful are the feet of them that
Yublhh peace.” | say “publish peace;”

know that that is your 1ask upon earth,
The right of criticism was instituted by
the Devil, for he said to Adam and Eve ;
“Eat of the fruit of this tree and ye shall
not die and ye shall be like Gods”; and
in this way the Devil bas led away thous-
ands upon earth 10 build on their own
merits, and thus to oppose Gods Word
and 10 unsettle all things so that there i
no foundation ; and ir an eye is not kept
upon this preaching, you know what the
Chrisuians upon - arth, who stand by
God's Word, have to fight against. 1 do

The fault was not in the sacrifice_
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not speak of minor points, but of the
main point ; and he who holds fas: to
that has to fight against the spirit of the
air The Devil laid hold of Cain’s soul,
and the latter did not accept the punish-
m nt ; he placed himself on God's level,
made his sacrifice, and expected God to
be content with what was beautiful in
Cain's eyes, and_Cain sang hymns of
praise to the Lord which came from
nature. but which he thought was pleas-
ing to God  But God rejected them, be
cause God f und no religion in Cain.
He was outside God’s words. But how
beautiful are the feet of them that pub-
lish peace, like Abel He acknowledged
the judgm nt that fell in Paradise, that
man was condemned which the devil
br ught about together with the right of
criticism—and to k a first-born lamb—
this refers to Christ—yes, and prayed in
the spirit that the punishment which he
deserved might fall upon the lamb, as
otherwise he would suffer eternal death.
God accepted the sacrifice and heard his
prayer, and there we have the Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. The severity of
the law is not respected by men because
of the Devil's right of criticism ; and it is
even <o with Christ’s work of redemp-
tion, through the Holy Ghost Then
preach these words ; *How beautiful are
the feet of them that publish peace’
Stand firm in the struggle The Devil
goes further and respects nothing ; for
we read ; 1 will put emnity between
thee and the woman, and between her
seed and thy sced ; it shall bruise thy
head. and thou shalt bruise his heel.” So
at last he comes to the Son of God in the
wilderness—and with the same intention
he comes to the whole earth - and says to
Jesus ; “If Thou be the Son of God, com
mand that these stones be made bread "
But Christ says ; “Man shall not live by
bread alone but by every word that pro-
cedeth out of the mouth of God” Then
he sets Christ on the pinnacle of the Tem-
ple and the Devil says to Him ; “If Thou
be the Son of God, cast thyself down
from hence ; for it is written, He shall
give His angels charge over Thee, and in
their hands they shall bear Thee up lest
at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a
stone.” But Chist answering says ; ‘It
is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God.” Then the Devil takes Jesus
up into a high mountain and shows him
all the kingdoms of the world, saying ;
1f Thou wilt wo ship me, all this _ shall
be Thne” But Christ says, It is writ-
ten, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and Him nnly shalt thou serve.”
See there your preaching of the Gos-
pel you servants of Christ, founded on
God’s Word, and if you preach thus, you
will be a help to the State, for it rests up-
on God's Word as shown in article 8 of
the constitution. The people says that it
has liberty. and that is sv, but based up-
on God’s Word, for the maintenance of
jaw and order That is a thing that does
not proceed from men ; for | myself did
n t understand one of the depths of that
aticle, how God at that time led us.
Reverend sirs, predikants, stand firm in
the faith ; for how beautiful are the feet
of them that publish peace in Jesus
Chuist ; for the Devil's doctrine of cniti-
cism says that man has become as a god
and can secure his own happiness by his
own lights and his own reason and his
own merit, and therefore that he’ shall

not die. No, stand firm, and_presich in
accordance with God's Word, fof then
v rying
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