
PREFACE.

Among tlip mii-y ehanfire.s which the ninett^'iith (••ritury

has witnt'.ssi'd in tducation in botli the Old and the New
World, none Unn heen more general or more far-reachin?

in its eflfeetH than the inereasing share whieh State -ontrol

has assumed in niouldin},', through inereased eentr zation,

thi' edueational systeni.s developed by the more Vilized

States of Europe and America.

For centuries the (Jhureh presided over education, and
when her power decliiicd, private enterprise, under many
limitations, strove to make 'n the defieieney. Rarely did

the State by charter or by ! gislation assist the education
of its citizens, exwpt that of the favored classe-s, preferring,

for various reasons, to leave the somewhat meagre assip*

anc" <?ive!i to the mjwses to the iaitiative of local bodies.

Although uuiterial for an account of early Slate efforts

is not H'adily aeee.ssible, yet even for the five countries

treated in the following sketch it would fill a large-sized

volume. Nothing more has been here attempted than a

discussion of the main features which the course of State

control has exhibited in England. Franc", Germany, t

L'nited States, and Ontario. ehicHy during the nineteen,

century, an<l as near the present date (liHl) Li. reeeni

reports would allow.

1 have thought it best to place the ' -.-^ral cons ). ation

of the .subject in a separate part, leavin, . a second .>ection

the drier details of the growth of control in various depart-
raects.

In addition to consulting the usual original sources and
reports, I have read the works named in Appendix A.

I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness to Mr. Alley,

chief librarian, and to Mr. Barnes and Miss King, assistant

librarians, at the Normal School, for unfailing courtesy and
assistance in supplying the necessary materia! for the fol-


