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wpreme power f«,qoeBtly take prin. to en^t law. injnroaB to the Clmrcft

and the Catholio name ; and thia before Oar very eye., whone whole care, by

the command of God Himflelf, it iB to watch that OhriBtian interests be sc-

eure and the rights of the Church. iavibUte.-Bat, without any respect for

that authority of teaching inherent ia the Romau Pontiflf, they exclude Our

authority from the very education of youth; and if We have the pMjmssion,,

which is refused to no private individual, to operv schools for the educatj^on

of youth at Our own expense, the force and severity oithe oivil laws^invades

even those sohbol8.-We are the more deeply moved by the mourn ul spec-^

tacle Of these things, inasmuch as the power of remedying them, which We

ardently desire, is denied to Us. For We art more truly in the power of

Our enemies thauOur owa; and that everyexerci^ of liberiiy whichis granted

TJs, since it can be taken- away or diminished at tl» wiU of another, has no-

foundation of stability and constancy;
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In. the meanwhile it is manifest by the dailjr experience ot tilings that

theoontagion of eviboreeps more and more through the rest of the body ot

the Christian. State, and is propagated among more persons. For the

natioift estrangedfrom the Church are daily falling into greater misenes ;:

and where the Cfttholio faith, has once been, extinguished or weakened, the

road is nigh to madness of opiuioBS-and desire for novelties. But as soon as

the supreme and august authority of him who is God's Vicar on earth is

despised, it is clear that human authority has no checks left sufficient to

restrain the untamed spirits of the rebeUious, or to control in the multitude

the ardour of unlicensed Uberiiyi And for thew reasons humane society^,

although it has sustained such great calamities, i8>i»everthele88 terrified by the

suspicion.of greater dangers..

rl^v In order, therefore, that the Church may repel the attempts of her

enemies and may accompUsh her mission, for the adyantage o£ aU, it is neces-

sary for her to labour and contend stiU more. But in. this vehement and

varied comJ)at, in which even the gloryof God is at stake, and tihe battle is

for the eternal salvation oi souls, all the strength and industry of men

would be vain, unless heavenly succour fitting to the.times wa* at hand.

Wherefore, in oin5umstance&. wWch are dangerous and grievious to tlie

Christian name, this has been, our habitual refuge in.labour» aiid anxieties^

to ask of God by earnest, pmyers that He would come to the aid of His

8truggUngChurdb,and^wmldgrafttto her strength to fight and power to-

triumph. We, therefore, Mkovr this excelleat custom and discipline of Our

forefathers, and knowing weU that God is the more ready to hear prayer in

proporiion as there is in mena greater depth otpenitence and the wiU of be^

coming reconcUed to Him, for these motives and in order to obtain heavenly

protection, and to help souls, by these Qur Letters pubUsh to the whole

CathoUc world an extraordinary jubilee.
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Therefore, confiding in the mercy of Ahnighty God, and by the

^ authority of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, in virtue of that power of

Mnding and loosing, which Our Lord; has conferred, on Us, aMhough unr

%k %..


