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SOWING THE SEED.

Alfalfa may be started iucceufuUy with a nurae crop. When prefemd it may b«
town alone. In either caae, a liberal seedinf of good germinable teed ia neoesiary.

Before purchase a sample of the seed should be secured and tested for germination.
It should show over 90 strong germinable seed to the 100. Such teed should be sown
at the rate of 25 lbs. to the aore. Seed showing a less percentage of germination must
be sown more thickly.

Particularly strong heavy soil may be exp < '^ to give aomewhat better reauJIto

when a nurse crop is used. Oatf, wheat or barley may be used for this purpose. It
ii probably better to «ow somewhat less thsn the regular amount of grain to the acre,

ol the tort chosen when sowing sa a nurse crop. Some growers advise about half m
bushel of seed of the nurse crop to the acre no matter what kind is used, but, with
climatic conditions such as maintain in Ottawa, it would not be adriaable to sow such
small quantities. The drier the climate the smaller the amount of seed of the nurae
crop it is advisable to sow. It would seem wise to sow the usual amount of seed per
acre of the nurse crop selected (oats 2i bus., wheat 1) bus., and barley 1] bus. per
acre) for the Maritime Provinces, Quebec and Eastern Ontario ; about half the regular
seeding in central and western Ontario ; no nurse crop in Manitoba nor in the North-
west Territories; and in British Columbia more or less than half a seeding according
to the particular district.

With l.ght soils it is usually better to use no nurse crop, but the state of fertility

of the particular field should always be con-idcred. A light soil rich in plant food
and humus would indicate strongly the use of a nurse crop.

The wed should be sown only after the field is in a state of almost perfect tilth.

No cultivation, or at most very little, should be giren after the seeding is done. The
seed may be sown either broadcast or in drills. Sowing the seed from the grass seed
spouts of the average seeder is probably the best method. The spouts should be
pointing backwards rather than forward. The ground should be rolled shortly after
seeding, and the surface lightly scratched with a brush harrow, a breed weeder or a
tilting harrow fairly well tilted back. This latter operation is to pr vent evaporation
and is necessary only in dry times or in localities having small rainfall.

Any person sufficiently interested to try a small plot should prepare the seed bed
thoroughly as indicated above, then sow in rows from 7 to 9 inches or further apart.
Another method which we have found very successful is to sow shallow ia r'ws
about 15 inches apart and cultivate between the rowa. The treatment prescribed f«>»

the first season ' without nurse crop ' should otherwise be the same as r larger ar*>««.

TREATMENT DURING FIR3T SEASON.

The first summer is a critical time in the l"fe of the alfalfa plant.

Without Nurse Crop,—Young alfalfa plants are very tender and must be given no
rough treatment before they are well established, but the field must be mown and
mown often during the first year to insure success. Blooms should nevrr b-? allowed
to appear. The crop should be cut as often as it reaches 8 to 10 inches in height.
Frequent cuttiiga keep down weeds, aid root development and encourage growth.
The clippings sliould, in almost every case, be left on the field as a mulch. As wide
cutting a mower as possible should be used and the sickle bar should be tilted to avoid
cutting too close.

With Nurae Crop.—During the growing period of the nurae crop no attention ia

.'cesaary. As harvest time draws on, however, careful watch must be kept to see that
the young alfalfa plants are not being smothered by lodging grain. If success with
alfalfa is the chief aim, no crop should be allowed to lie lodged upon it for more than
a day or two. When harvesting the nurse crop the binder should be set to cut
5 or 6 inches from the ground. Shocks should not be allowed to stand for more than
two days on tlie same spot, they would smother out the young alfalff..

It is not advisable to allow live stock of any kind to graze upon an alfalfa field

the first season, but it is not advisable to leave a very high growth to be crushed down


