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HiR,—I be^ le«ve to Nubmit Bulletin Ko. 17, Dairy and Culd Storai^ Comniiniioner'*

MtiM, entitled ' ButtenuakinK <>n the Farm,' which haa been prepared under mj direc-

tion by Mr. Geo. H. Berr of the Dairy staff.

Buttermaking on the farm in almost a thing of the pant in some lections of the

countrA', where ' Dairy ' buttermaking baH been supersede*! by the cheese factor\' and

the creamery, The evolution of the creamery ia a natural oatcome of the tendency

towardN diviaion of labour and co-operation, and the creamery ayttem haa many advan-

tages which recommend it to the dairy farmer. Greater uniformity of product, a higher

average (|uality, eaae of marketing on account of the larger quantity to be aoUl as one

lot, and better average prices are some of the points which have made the creamery

system popular.

' Dairy ' butter as defined by ' The Butter Act, 1903 ' ia butter made from the milk

of less than 50 cows. The total quantity of ' dairy ' butter manufactured in Canada is

•estimated to be greater in quantity and value than the product of the creameries. The

creamery man is inclined to oppoae any effort to improve the condition of the dairy

butter trade, on the assumption that po<>r results from the making of dairy butter

encourage the sprr^ of the factoi-y syst«m, and that it is in the real interest of the

milk pro<lucer !
" \mery or cheese factory should become general.

There ia i tt 'ovmt of truth in the foregoing contention, and t le farmer who

is within i-eac .i managed creamery wi'l do well to patronize it, but the fact

remains that thetti ai-e many hundreds of dairy farmers in Canada who cannot avail

themselves of the advantages of a creamery, or of a cheese factory, and it is in the

interest of the producers of creamery butter that the quality of the dairy butter should

be made as fine as po^isible. A large quantity of inferior dairy butter helps to lower

the general average of the whol? Canadian output and also acts as a serious check to

consumption. If all the dairy butter was of finest quality, the increase in consumption

would be enormous, and betttr average prices would prevail for all butter. The annual

loss to the farmers of Canada, as represented by the diflTerence in the value of dairy and.

creamery butter, amounts to several million dollars a year.

It will hardly be denied by any one at all familiar with the Canadian butter trade*

that there is great room for improvement in the quality of a large proportion of the

dairy butter; that there ia a wide mai^in between the average price of dairy and

creamery butter ; and that creamery butter is much more popular with the general

public than dairy butter. Daiiy buttermakers who desire to improve would do well

therefore to take into consideration the means that have been employed in the creamery

to raise the standard of quality to a higher level.
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