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tion percenta!--e of about ninety; so with cleaned seed a s^maller bulk of seed is handled
at the time of sowing and, as a rule, a uniform stand is more easily obtained*

After the seed has been cleaned it should be stored in a dry plaee, in a container
into which the air can penetrate. Stored under such conditions it may be kept satis-
factorily for about ten years.

TOPPING AND SUCKERING.

The natural tendency of every plant is to reproduce itself. In the tobacco plant
this is demonstrated by its eiTort to tlower out, and, after beinp topi d, to send out
suckers from the nxil or junction of the leaf with the stalk, which will also flower out
and form seed if the growing season is long enough.

ro;)/)in.7.—rsually, in seasons of normal growth, the plant will begin to show-
signs of flowering out about 8 to 9 weeks after transplanting. It must ihen be tojiped
or the quality of the leaves will be imi)aired; leaving the bud until it has fully
developed and begins to flower out is an unnecessary waste of plant food an^l also
retards maturity. In topping, the grower must exercise careful judgment, taking into
consideration the capabilities of the in<lividual plant, tlio fertility of tli,. soil, and the
character of the season. Ilis aim should be to leave only as many leaves as tlio plant
can bring to their fullest development, and as far as possible to insure all plants
maturing at the same time. In order to get the whole field to ripen uniformly it is
usually necessary to go over the fir'd twice, at different dates, in performing this oper-
ation. This is necessitated by rei ...nts and undersized plants which should be topped
later ard about two leaves lower than the earlier, more vigorous plants. Toppin- too
low results in an unnecessary loss in yield and has a tendency to make the toba.
rough and coarse; while topping too high does not increase the vield, and give
smaller. lighter-bodi(-d leaf which will most likely be slow to mature. Tligh toppin-
may sometimes be resort(Hl to, with benefieial results, on land which is too fertile and
wln.'h produ.-es a coarse. lieavy-b..died leaf. .\s a rule, tobnc-o should be topped low
in dry seasons, on iioor land, and in districts with a short gi-owiii- season. On fertile
soils and in wet seasons it is best to top higher, rsually, o„ poor land, from eight to
ten leaves, exclusive of three or four undeveloped leaves at the bottom, should be left;
and on fertil(> soil from twelve to fourteen leaves.

Care should be exercised in t.ipping not to damage the top leaves of the plant •

when injured at this time they seldom develop satisfactorily.

f^urkrrin(t.—^nov -.. r topping. th(^ plant will begin to send out suckers. These
should be broken off as soon as they attain a length of about four inche=. To leave
them longer re^nlts in ;, waste of plant food wlii.-b should go to the develonment of the
plant, i.nd if left too long tliey get woody, are harder to break out, and may cause
more leaver to be broken from the r>la!it .lurin- harvesting operations br weakening
the attachment of the leaf to the stalk. Sometimes, when th,> plant has begun to ripen
and a rniny season sets in. they may be left for a while longer with beneficial results
ns they aid in preventing the plant starting a second growth.

I FARVESTING.

.y./,-r,7,/.-rM„di.v, about ninety-five to one hundred days after transplanting oriibou ,l„rty or forty days after topping, the tobacco is ready for harvesting W^ierM.e the leaves generally beco„,e „ greenish-yellow eol .ur or become fle.-ked with vcllowspots, thev are said to gram up, changing from the smooth, velvety feel of a green plant
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