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Ottawa, Juno 30, 1014.

Tlon. Omo. v.. FofiTKB. M.P.,

]|iuii)U>r of Truilu and Cnnunrrcc,

Ottawa.

8m,~Tn •cconknoo with ymir iiistriictiong I proci<<-<li<l «n April H, 101!5, with

the duty of in»i|)cotiii»t tho C'DinmiToiul Iiitflliifi'iiiT Scrvipc in I'hiiiu, .rmmii and Kiin.po

and also, at fur b» tin- time iit my diH|H),(iil iKTmittwl, to collint information and

report upon the condition and pnwpt'i'tii of Canudiun trade in the Orient. To that

end I conxulted the Boiirdu of Trade at Vancouver and Victoria and thi' leadinu men

of bu«ine»« upon tho Canadian Service it: tho Ori.nt,' and at niinuroii*

interviews and conferences Ix'Kan t collect information rehifinn to tho pro inct of

Canadian trade in the Fur Kuitt. . insensus of opinion unioiin reruns compet.ut

to epeuk with authority on the ituhjeet indicated that tlie export of wheat, tlour iiiid

lumber— with the i».*sil»le addition of ti>di—would in the imnHHliute future constitute

the mo^t imiM.rtiuit of Canadian intere»ts. In view of the fa<-t that such export has

been almost entirely carried on from the United States wirts of Se ttle, Tocomu.

Portland and San Francisco, I proeewled to thece citicH conferrinir with the prineipnl

exiwrters there and took ship from San Francisco en April 1», arrivinR at Yoko-

hama May S. An interview took place in thot city, with tho Canadian Trade Com-

missioner, inspection of his office occurred, gubsopiently on my way to llonn Kong

i called at Kobe, Nagasaki and Shanghai, where I met tho gentleman in tnurgc of

the office of the Trade Commiasioner at that place, inspeitol tho office and procec<led

to Hong Kong, arriving on Moy 10, and I left China on July 5.

It may be convenient to state that the time which it was possible to devote to

the double duty involving a study of tho Trade Commiasioner pro! -i i Chi a

and also to a report upon the economic conditions of the country witl finl regord

to the probable development of trade with Canada was limited to a p d of seven

weeks. The magnitude of the task may be judged from the f, Mowing »ucts:—

1st. The enormous size of China, its area being nearly d Me that of the United

States.

2nd. The comparative abscnc" of railways.

3rd. With the single exception of imports . i exports, tin re are no statistica

whatever in China.

4th. The dialects of the provinces difTer so greatly tha» a native of one province

cannot be understood by a native of another, and currency, weights and measures

are in a state of hopeless confusion.

6th. The countrj- was seething with revolution.

6th. The population is estimated at 400,000,(J00.

In contraat to this condition it may be stated that the British Government con-

sidered ten months a reasonable period in the ci'sc of the writer's investigation in

Canada ond Newfoundland (1907) and that, in a country of six and a half million

inhabitants, intersected with railways, having a common language, possessing a

statistical record of the activities of her people, and a uniform currency. In view

of the difference between both the time allotted to the duty nd the character of the

problem presented, I can only hope to reflect the mature j agmont of tlio European

community and of leading Chinese upon the prospects of trade with China, and trust

that these facU will be borne ih mind in considering this report.


