
Fi>r oxninpli*, niipiHMinx iliinmitM ilonp (in the l.iikpx ti> n Cnnn-

iliaii-lmilt vpwwl, Hrilixh vetuiel, or n CanitHinn vphm*! hiiilt in thp

I'nitiHl Stiitfi'. If thin iliiniiiKP ix of ii rhtriirlpr tliiil would inili-

I'lttn from SA.IHMI to tno.lKMI, whirli in A ponii>"in ni'rtirn>nrr , the

Ciinailiun ownor, or hix rpprrHPn; *ivo is imiiuMliatoly itp|>rotr*h''d liy

an uKPnt i>f mip of the KliipyanU in the ( nit«l Stat(>«, Thin ap>iit

givcN him ouch iii<hi('<*mpniH that thr Canadian in oflp't trmptrd to

Ro th<<r<> for repairs, (.ant xcnMin, up to OitoU'r Int, tllNMNK) of

HUrh repair^ had l>eon mndn, white not $t,(NN) of repairs to a United

HtatcH vesM-l have Iwen niaile in Canadu, allhouKh in thin rnuntry

there are plantn junt an ffiuid and an ailecjun niipply of nicilled

lalMiur an ran Iw found in I'liiied States waters. .My own conviction

is that unlcsH sufTicint protection is gi.en to the Cnnailiaii shi|i-

IxiildihK and re)iair yards immediately, they may have to ((o out of

laisinesH altogether. There has lie' no profit made hy the nhip-

liuildinK firms in Canada for many vwirs, while, on the other hand,

the industry has flourished with our neighbours.

For the nine mo.iths ending on the 31st of March, MMI7, 'he

total mail stihsidies and steamship subventions vote.l by i'arli.iment

amount to $U,5S,757: the appropriations for ocean ind river *<'rvicc,

(which arc really aiils to navigaticm) are 15(H)," i, while for the

liKhthi.ise and const service for the nine months .u total is 11,046,-

150, or a grand total for the year of $4,67'i,>*99. If the steel ship-

buildirig plants could get one-fourth of the amount that will go to

the steamship companies alone, or $.3(H),00(I it would give suel

boom to shipbuihling in Canaila that l)eforc many years have pa&

away a first class fleet of Canadian lake vessels would Iw in i*-

istenco, and Canadian produce would be almost entirely carried in

Canadian bottoms.

The encouragement of lake shipping would reduce the cost of

transportation both east and west. The (iovernment has aided the

railways by enormous land grants and cash subsidies, yet this

important link, the common fresh water carrier, that anyone can

own ond operate, and is the free agent to carry cheaply in con-

nection with the railroads or in oppo 'tion to them, has to struggle

along without assistance. United States lake vessels are now
getting the full advantage of the Canadian canals, light-houses,

beacons, and improvements to the waterways generally at an ex-


