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CHAPTER I

FUGITIVES

ALOW hut built of turf roughly thatched with
rushes and standing on the highest spot of
some slightly raised ground. It was sur-

rounded by a tangled growth of bushes and low trees,

through which a narrow and winding path gave'
admission to the narrow space on which the hut stood.
The ground sloped rapidly. Twenty yards from the
house the trees ceased, and a rank vegetation of reeds
and rushes took the place of the bushes, and the
ground became soft and swampy A little further
pools of stagnant water appeared among the rushes,
and the path abruptly stopped at the edge of a stagnant
swamp, though the passage could be followed by the
eye for some distance among the tall rushes. The hut,
in fact, stood on a hummock in the midst of a wide'


