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September 14, 1940,

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

Right Honourable Arthur Meighen,
320 Bay Street,
TORONTO, Ontario.

Dear Mr. Meighen:

I hate to bother you with letters, but
you might pass the information, but not the
letter, on to the "Telegram" or someone else who
can use it.

Yesterday afternoon it was announced that
two very important appointments in Mr, Gardiner's
Department =~ one Dr. Stapleford and the other Dr.
Christie of Esterhazy as Supervisor of military
medical examinations; they are the sort of appointe
ments one could expect from Gardiner, but if anything
more were required to annoy and aggravate us this is
the sort of thing that does it.

Stapleford was the Principal of Regina
College here. He was an uncompromising Liberal who
busied himself in political matters always. The
College was taken over by the University and he
received a splendid pension which, I think, he is
still receiving. Then he went to Victoria College
as Assistant to the President. In 1937 Gardiner
brought him from Toronto in connection with relief
work in Saskatchewan, paying him a handsome fee for
doing nothing but writing a useless report. He 1s a
very suave gentleman, but insofar as accomplishment
1s concerned, he is a false alarm. Then as to Christie,
his appointment is an insult to the medical men of
Canada who have taken an interest in military training.
He has been a very small-town Doctor for all his
professional life., His chief claim to fame is that he
has been the President of Liberal Associations in
Gardiner's own seat,

It is significant that in a war this new
War Services Department is headed by men who have
no tradition of war service at all, Gardiner, the
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