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Drug thefts, fraud on

was paid a visit by the thief. A man
leaned over the counter one Sunday

By ALANA PERKINS
Times staff writer
Walter Sommerfeldt is angry and
he has decided he won't take it any
more
After six robberies at his Glen
Erin Pharmacy in the last 18
months, Sommerfeldt has installed a
wire mesh glass front
sophisticated alarm  system
strobe lights, and started
most drugs in a vault
His actions are in response to 4
growing problem in Ontario
The executive director of the On
tario Pharmacy Association, Romeo
Franceschini, says "‘there 1s no ques
tion that pharmacy break-ins have
increased
Franceschini points to &
done by the OPA which showed 355
per cent of the 547 responding phar
macists n‘pnrlvd crimes in their
stores over a period of 12 months 1n
1978 In a 1979 survey, 50.9 per cent
of 542 pharmacists reported crimes
in their stores
We don't know why but there's a
considerable increase in pharmacy
crime,” said Franceschini,”" but we
know security has been stepped up
One Toronto pharmacy owner has
put a dog in his store
Sommerfeldt says there is an ele
ment of risk in being a pharmacist
His assistant worked in a pharmacy
where a man walked into the store
in broad daylight
head, took
attempted to escape
Sommerfeldt cited another
the owner of a pharmacy
which had many break-ins wanted to
fight back He placed two large drug
bottles of colored water in full view
of the customers and waited The
bottles were stolen and the phar
macist laughed to himself until he
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Locking up drugs will stop
amateurs but not the professional
thieves Dale Greene

The plastic surgeon's office was
one of three doctors’ offices broken
into this June at the Fitness Centre
on Chff Road

It's a misconception on the part

of robbers that doctors stock up a lot
of drugs,” said Dr. Greene “in the
old days, when there weren't
enough pharmacies close by, the
doctors would dispense. Nowadays
doctors issue prescriptions

How long a doctor can store &
drug 1n the office is controlled by 1ts
shelf lLife Injectable narcotics are
effective for a month if refrigerated

The security of keeping drugs is
left up to the physician’s interpreta-
tion of section 55 F of the Narcotic
Control Act, which states the doctor
is obliged to ‘‘take adequate steps to
protect the narcotics in his posses-
sion against theft or loss

Another area ot concern among
doctors is the frequent break-ins of
their cars

“Fewer doctors are buying MD
license plates because they feel it is
an invitation to be robbed,” said Dr

says Dr

Andrew Sarne, chief of famuly prac
tice at the Mississauga Hospital Dr
Sarne has had his car
twice Most

about

broken into
doctors
their medical bags
because we all carry pain killers
he said The bags are usually lock
ed in the trunk

are very

cautious

After having her convertible’s roof
slashed twice in one vear, Dr. Joan
(‘harboneau gave up the convertible
hut refused to discontinue using MD
license plates. In the event of a road
side accident, she is waved on the
scene immediately by the police 1if
they see the identifying plates

(Charboneau is not only concerned
about the security of drugs but the
disposing of the narcotics

1 really discourage drug com
panies from leaving samples in my
office and 1 have a real problem of
getting rid of them safely,” said Dr
Charboneau. ‘At the end of the
year, | have a cupboard full and I
can’t put them in the garbage on the
street because kids may get into
them so 1 flash them down the
toilet.’
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By JOHN STEWART
Times staff writer
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Orchard Heights Public School site

last week to ask Mississauga to
purchase the entire five acres of
land up for sale by the Peel Board of
Education, which closed the school
in June.

the
Queensway Cathedral in Etobicoke
will make an offer to the city of
Mississauga to buy part of the

The board decided at a meeting

The church is offering to pay
$160,000 for the 1.6 acres of land it
wants to buy, which includes the
18,000-square-foot school. It has also
offered to pay more for the school
building

The school has appreached the
city because it wants to use Orchard
Heights as soon as possible. The city
has already offered to buy 3.4 acres
of the property for parkland. If the
school board was to sell the remain-
ing 1.6 acres by public tender, as re-

quired by Ministry of Education
regulations, there would be a con-
siderable deiay in occupying the
building

Ken Powell, church administrator
for Queensway Cathedral, says the
Queensway school is in a difficult
position. “'If city council doesn’t buy
the five acres, we really can't sit
back and wait for a public tender,”
he says. The school has accepted
only 325 students for the fall because
of the uncertainty of its location.

The Queensway school may rent
four classrooms in Sherway Drive
Public School if it can’t obtain the
site by September. About two-thirds
of the school's students are from
Mississauga The inter
denominational school has students
belonging to 16 different religions. It
has already agreed to allow the com-
munity to use Orchard Heights for a
meeting centre if it purchases the
school

The Queensway School is not the

Christian school eyes Orchard Heights

only private school interested in the
site. Powell says the Peel board has
apparently received at one
other offer to purchase

least

City council is to discuss Aug. 13
the possibility of purchasing the en-
tire school site

T'he Peel Board of Education is to
discuss Aug. 26 whether or not it will
tender for sale of all or part of the
Orchard Heights property




