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Weird and wild tales

“PLANETS GREY WITH ELD"
LOST WORLDS, Volume 1.

by Clark Ashton Smith

Panther Books /1.75 205 pages

Laurie Kruk

In the 1930’s, when magazines like Weird Tales and

Astounding Stories flourished, and H.P. Lovecraft was never
confused with a naughty store, there appeared a brilliant young
poet named Clark Ashton Smith, who wrote fantastic stories of
exotic worlds and lost continents.

His tales seemed to come from distorted dreams of forgotten
pasts, and they were at once tremendously tragic and feverishly
beautiful. His prose was naturally very poetic, carefully
constructed and full of strange, archaic words. Smith outlined
his interests in “To The Daemon: An Invocation’’:

“Tell me, if you will, of the years when the moon was young,

with siren-rippled seas and mountains that were zoned with

flowers from base to summit; tell me of the planets grey with

eld, of the worlds whereon no mortal astronomer has ever

looked, and whose mystic heavens and horizons have given
pause to visionaries.”

Smith filled his stories accordingly; a delicate balance of
pathos, horror, tenderness and cruelty, beauty and monstrosity.

Now, Panther Books have resurrected the best of Clark Ashto
Smith’s short stories in two paperbacks entitled Lost Worlds I
and II. Each book is futher divided by the unique and bizarre
settings that Smith envisioned for his tales; legendary Atlantis
and Hyperborea, the lost continent of Zothique, and
unreachable worlds in distant galaxies. Most of his stories,

however, are rooted in the actual or mythical past where

civilizations are ancient and corrupt; and their ends, imminent.

The theme of desperate flight from death was a favorite one
for Smith; despair, betrayal and the oblivious trampling-on of
Time. Clark Ashton Smith was an extremely sensitive man. His
heroes are resourceful, brave and mortal; his monsters are
possessed of demonic intelligence. In the end, however, Time
emerges the victor over both Good and Evil.

Though Smith has long been associated with the early
American writers of Science Fiction, it is clear that he is not one
of them. His prose presents a barbarous, romantic past; an
incredible age from which we are separated by the deep chasm of
Time and Space.

Smith’s stories give the reader an escape from the weary
familiarity of our world; an escape to new spheres and races and
unknown histories. The world of Clark Ashton Smith is weird
and fantastic, in the old sense! His tales provide the reader with
an imaginary look at life everywhere and at its uninhibited
potential.
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The Pitok Retribution
Published by Williams-Wallace International in Toronto.
Available at the York University Bookstore.

George S. Treadway

More than one B-grade movie tells the story of an honourable
man, who in the uneven fight for justice resorts to violence. To
fashion a novel from such'a tired theme would take a greatdeal
of skill. Angus Brown’s The Pitok Retribution is the product of
such craftmanship.

By placing the often-told story in Canadian bush country, he
has given it unsettling relevance. But he has done more tha.
change the setting: the corrupt southern sheriff is transformed
into a uniformed OPP, and the newspaper whose biggest story
is last week's society ball has turned its facilities into the CBC.

Set in the fictional Pitok Valley, The Pitok Retribution
describes the fate of a small band of reformists after their
Socialist League has been suppressed.

Because the book begins well after the disintegration of the
organization, Brown relies on the memories of three principal
characters - Buckshot, Tommy Mosquito and Bill Brady - to
reveal his story. It is this use of stream-of-consciousness
sequencing that gives the story much of its interest. The rest
comes from the graphic descriptions of corruption and
brutality in north-eastern Ontario.

Related in the sparse language of the bush, the story reveals
the North to be more than peaceful country for hunting and
fishing.

FIT AND FUN

CLASSIFIED

MUST BE SEEN, Honda 750
K, excellent condition. 1976
with 7700 original miles.
Extras. $1300. or best offer.
Call days at 661-8944 or
evenings at 486-6201.

HELP WANTED

Economics tutor wanted for
hire by serious economics
student. Carrying four
courses in 2 days while
working another 4. Would like
extra help — pay negotiable.

Phone 705-322-1841 Mon.,
Wed., Thurs. after 9:30 p.m. or
705-429-5630 9:00 - 5:00
messages®

Are you aninventor? We'd like
to give you some free

TYPIST. 12 yrs. experience in
university community, parti-
cularly dissertations and
theses. References available
for major works. Spelling,
grammar & style corrected.
Mrs. Logan, 223-1325, except
Wednesdays.

EXPERIENCED TYPIST. Essays,
theses, manuscripts, letters. IBM
Selectric. Dufferin-Steeles area.
From 80¢ per page.

Phone Carole at 669-5178.

Stephanie Lynn’s

Dancercise
Starting September 28th at the

Metro Track and Field Centre
York University Campus

promotion. Have you got a
unique invention? We are
looking for inventions for The
New Idea and Products Show,
October 28-31. Free space
available with opportunity to
win cash prize. 781-7132, 781-
8292.

TELEPHONE SALES
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Students earn up to $400. weekly
(selling film promotion). Day or
evenings, training provided,
pleasant working environment.

Finch & Dufferin. 665-9920.

HELP WANTED. Campustour
guides to show visiting high
school students the York
Campus. Tours: Monday to
Friday from 11 a.m. to 12
noon, at $3.75 an hour. Call
667-2334 to arrange an inter-
view.

VIKING FRIDGE &
KENMORE STOVE FOR
SALE: ASKING 500.
ORTHOPEDIC BED:
ASKING 150.

Selection of household items
including antiques and
garden tool.

CALL 241-5310 after 5.

TUESDAY & THURSDAY
5:30-6:30 or 6:30-7:30

Registration:

September 23rd and 28th
5:30 - 6:30

Metro Track and Field Centre
Fees: $45.00 for 20 lessons

Call Stephanie 663-4237 (after 6)

Five years ago, the Lutz family
fled this house with their lives.

The previous owners
weren't.so lucky...

this is their story!

AMITYVILLE II:

THE PQSSESSION

DINO DE LAURENTIIS Presents
AMITYVILLE Ii: THE POSSESSION
JAMES OLSON BURT YOUNG RUTANYA ALDA
ANDREW PRINE JACK MAGNER DIANE FRANKLIN

and MOSES GUNN s “Burt"

STARTING SEPT. 24TH

SUBJECT TO CLASSIFICATION THEATRES BRANCH, ONT
IMPERIAL SIX

YONGE AT BLOOR 922 3113 YONGE AT DUNDAS 364 6339SHOPPING CENTRE 787 0332

,J CEDARBRAE &
lAWREN%EmM'ARKHAM RD HWY 7 & McCOWAN 477-6314

291
BAYVIEW VILLAGE NORTH YORK &
CINEMA SHERIDAN MALL
5494

UPTOWN 1

RUNNYMEDE 2

BLOOR AT RUNNYMEDE
769-2709
SKYWAY6 &
O1XON RD &HWY 27 6759096
MISSISSAUGA
SQUARE ONE
HWY 1N & BURNHAMTH() RPE
215 2451

BAYVIEW AT SHEPPARD
222

Also starting at a DRIVE-IN

YORKDALE

MACI:\’KVILLE &

NEMAS

WILSON AT JANE 249 7849
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GRAVITAR
JUNGLE KING
MS. PACMAN
TRON

DONKEY KONG

MON.-FRI
10AM.-3AM

SAT 11AM-4A M

230AM

THE BEST VIDEO GAMES IN THE UNIVERSE HAVE DOCKED AT
“VIDEO INVASION"

GALAGA
MISSILE COMMAND OMEGA RACE Qix
ALPINE SKI
PACMAN

PRESENT COUPON \)

SUN. 1130AM— 522 WILSON HTS. BLVD. AT SHEPPARD

AMIDAR ROBOTRON DEFENDER
REACTOR
CENTIPEDE
MS. PACMAN

DONKEY KONG

GALAXIAN
SPACE DUEL
BOSCONIAN

STARGATE
CENTIPEDE
ASTEROIDS

RECEIVE 8 TOKENS
FOR $1.00
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__(Beside Country Styls Donup
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