Unions oppose boycott

By Peter Kuitenbrouwer
of Canadian University Press

OTTAWA (CUP) — Union lead-
ers, a brewery president and even
anti-apartheid
strongly oppose a bovcott of
Carling O'Keefe beer and Roth-
man's cigarettes that is spreading
Canadian university
CATMPUSES.
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Students on at least seven uni-
versity campuses have voted to
ban the beer from their pubs and

take the cigarettes out of their

ending machines, in protest, of

he i_uc] company's ownership by
a South African conglomerate.

Mec(ill University and Univer-
sity of Prince Edward Island stu-
dents recently joined the boycott,
also in place at Carleton Univer-

l'oronto, and University olf
Victoria.

Thirteen university newspap-
ers and one college newspaper
also boycotr the products’
advertisements.

A recent prospectus of Roth-
man's International provided by
David Cohen, an investment ana-
lyst for Wood Gundy 1in Toronto,
shows the Rupert Foundation
holds the controlling 44 per cent
of Rothman's shares. Carling
O’ Keete 1s listed as a Rothman's
subsidiary.

The Rupert Foundation, the
prospectus says, 1s “‘deemed to be
controlled by Dr. Anthony E.
Rupert.” The 1985-86 Interna-
tional Who's Who lists Rupert as
1 “South African business execu-
tive ... founder and chair, Rem-

Donald Twiner played down the
South African connection. ““This
15 a widely held public corpora-
tion. They bought the shares on a
free and open market in a demo-
cratic society,” said Twiner.

He pl'fm'\tl‘d the hnyurllx say-
ing Carling O'Keefe i1s a Cana-
dian company providing jobs for
Canadians. “This corporation is
governed by the laws of Canada
and pays over $325 million in
taxes here,” Twiner said.

“We buy over §1/2 billion in
packaging in Canada,” he said.
“We probably employed 1500 stu-
dents at our seven breweries over
the summer. So 1t is strange that
these actions would come back
and hurt our corporation.”

Gordon Blanderleith, presi-
dent of the Canadian Brewery

“It doesn’t make any sense to
cut off jobs from Canadians
workers,”" Blanderleith said.
“This (beer) isn't imported from
South Africa. These were Cana-
dian jobs before
South Africa bought into the
company."

“Why doesn’t someone
smarten up and worry about
what's going on here?”’ asked
Blanderleith,, “Like with the
Inuits, native Canadians, the
poor and needy...r"”

Scott Burke, president of the
Student’s Administrative Coun-

someone  for
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cil at the University of Toronto,
defended his school’s boycotts,
saying “It's a statement of our dis-
pleasure and awareness of the
situatton that exists in South
Alrica.

“T sympathize with them (the
brewery workers) because most of
the money stays in Canada. Buta
lot of the profits go back to South
Africa. The money then goes to
the regime which has huge mil-
itary expenditures,” Burke said.

“Are domestic jobs more
important to you than basic

sity in Ottawa, MacDonald Col- brandt Group of Companies Workers Union which represents human rights around the world?"”
lege in Quebec and the University (tobacco).” most Carling O'Keefe employees, Burke asked. “I think basic
of Saskatchewan, University of Carling O’'Keefe president is furious about the boycott. human rights are more
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Science Reps (3)
Physical Education Rep (1)

Management Studies Rep (1)
Dentistry Rep (1)

Medicine Rep (1)

Nursing Rep (1)

Pharmacy Rep (1)
Engineering Rep (1)
Graduate Studies Reps (2)
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Nominations open MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10 at 9:00 AM
Nominations close FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21 at 4:30 PM

The following positions in the Dalhousie Student Union are open:

President/Executive Vice-President (one team)
Senate Reps (5)
Gazette Publications Board Reps (3)

Nomination forms available from Room 222 of the Student Union Building startipg
Monday, February 10. For further information please contact Maurice Chaisson, Chief
Elections Returning Officer at 424-2146 or come to SUB Room 222.
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important.”

Joanne Naiman, chair of Cana-
dians Concerned about Southern
Africa in Toronto said Canada 1s
the only country where there are
boveotts of Rothman's ]JIHlllh[\
(Rothman's also owns Dunhill,
Jordan Cartier
watches).

“Our goal is to squeeze the
economy so much that (President
Picter) Botha has no choice but to
dismantle

wines and

apartheid,” Naiman ,

who teaches sociology at Ryer-
son, said. “Don't buv South Afri-
can products, and get your

campus to pull out investments
in South Africa.”
But she said a
Carling O'Keefe “is not hitting
the real target,””

bovcott  of

since the product
is made in Canada with Canadian
labou

Profits for Rothman's Inc.
including profits from Carling
O'Keefe were 8115 million for the
nine months ending Dec. 31,
1985.

The Rembrandt Group, which
Rupert chairs, reported $170 mil-
lion Canadian in net income in
1984.

I'he University of Saskatche-
wan and Carleton have been pre-
vented by provincial law from
carrying out the Carling O'Keefe
portion of the boycott.

Laws in those two provinces
sav bars must stock the brands of
beer that are “commonly in
demand.’” Burke at U of T said
nonetheless, the bars there don't
stock the brands.
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Neptune North
presents

cold
,comfort .

by Jim Gerrard
(play of love
and bondage)

Feb. 12-22

starring
Joesph Rutten
Bob Paisley
Gizele Noftle

directed by
Glen Cairns

4| Cunard Street *‘
| Theatre
5527 Cunard St.

For information &
tickets call the
Neptune box office
429-7070
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