
ref1ew by Ron %uul

Any ¶oviegoer sbold tipect bis

Norman Jewisom that stars Kevin
Kline and Susan Saranidon, but

theçe heivyweights caninot save The
Jamaary Man, a film that ultimately lacks
amy sort oEflocus.

This à not a bad film. The ony prohlcm
is tbat il is flot a 500<1 one either. The plot
itsef is quite intriguing. but certain in-
caclc% w wiin il remain unexplore.and
that is disappointing. The film is basically
a detettve story. A brilliant cop with a
shady-pat, played by Kline. is rehired by
the NYPD in order to solve a series of
serial kiliqas. Using varionus unortbodox
andi 'unpolicenhanilce' methods, Li. Nick
Starlcey isable tcifluhbontthickiller before
bis )est murder.

Whaît the audience is not shown ig the
reason for Suasiey's fallout wilb the NYPD
or Urne psycholgicatmîaleund motive
of the killer. 14. iese two aspects in
particular been flested out uthe film would
bave been much stronger. Swarkey's mo-
tivs for taking Uthe case vold have been
Um reaily u'dèrstamdbl. and a stronger
sense of Uthe killer's imner workÎngs would
have mide the wholc niovie more interest-
ing. As il is tSheflmr remains u nclear. with

Autof 'ib1at the film'
keepa hlUftilg incMheentty between com-

Kevin t<hvre OMdiAw goe frind mediate on the joisd

0edy mandseriôus 4#tective. drama.tinlike a
fMm sucb as Rein Mauu, *where comedy and,
serious dram, oemplement euh other.
The Jarnuary Mant frustates with false
expectations. The audience is kept waitinig
for some connectiop betwuea &akcy and
the killer. evetuifUt la sily tan intuitive.
pàychologic ".leeût bi osn<.coaomcton
1% fortbcothUng, as tUi&actuai arrst la desit
witb ini a comic mannet.'

Wbat ilboils dowu toïs a beis film
wisud bave bie vasîly improved if

the.ilerW1

ortir e CVi Ce îlkN.iâ Iw sy, iwl
not appear ilhat Starkey WdjuasttntMled

he knew what the killer wastrnking This
klnd of psycbological ink is oarly cbe#ply
exploited when Starkey offetsome hall-
baked. neo-Freudite explanation of the,
killers motives. 1 kepi watlng tosec
larkey get clouse th re cdgc in tuis way,
but be ends up solving the case st more
physical titan mental expense. ý

'Wby Susan Sarandon is la' ibis film
completely escapes nie. Her only im-

potnce is te an unclear tmb-plot. This is
unfqrtunAtpp*WCe we bave bwSme so
aceu*tomed te ber in interesting rotes,
siocb as the insatiable bail team follower in

SaliDurhm. h *ms sber offly ùIm se
in Mbisfilm laas àbt i= dme*w.Ic tact,
it is the performo aoos i4uaer toits by
Rod Steigler a&d DanyAiey MI10tW avae
rtally a pleasre 10 watch.

Ail ini ail thi à a dlappoliltê &but mot
boring fim: Orn sttwduhIis mbe
reasonably emmerwlned. It SaoavehusbI.o
somietbîuj bbiner. buom e .,cavf0sauw
fit to Ieavt it smail andi instWeud ypon blg

That' a -iy e ffl 'p M mm * 0e ifIf
you bave to go to Uthe batbeont mi 1theb
film will be ibat mthm d sdisolnt*
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