
letters
compulsory tees - - ugh 1

Once again 1 have been "asked"
ta contribute manies to the value of
$3450 undar the guise of student
union fees--membership. For the
third time 1 will receive no return.

ln the past 1 have donated this
sum graciously, feeling that 1 was
contributing to the general welfare
and "fun and games" aspect of the
university; my money after ail helps
ta buiid a steel and concrete stu-
dents' union palace (dedicated ta the
placement of wayword students>,
develops muscles for the university
thletic board (or so 1 gather> and

moakas possible the purchose of ping
pong rackets, pool cues, (of a dis-
turbingly short life expactancy) and
other necassities which aid in the
attainment of a higher aducation.
As 1 have long known, p noble con-
cept, this union. Why should 1
abject now?

1 object now because today at
registration 1 became awara that a

disturbing number of people hald
viaws similar ta the anas expressed
aboya, views which 1 am sure do not
do justice ta aur fine union.

The crux of the motter probably
resolves around same basic questions
which should be answered, some of
the ones 1 con think of are:

--at a university where most
effort and dedication are channelled
into the attempt ta create educated
"individuals" why is Is nacessary
compulsory) for everyane ta be a

<Ugh!> union man?

-is there any reasan why those
not interasted in union activities and
benefits should not be allowad ta
obstain f rom membership?

-us there any reason why not
only people banefiting from the
union should pay union fees?

-us there any reason why in-
dividual organizations and clubs
could not charge mamb6ership fees
to defroy costs and thereby f ree the
union f rom the budget burden? And
finaliy:

-us there a reason why any stu-
dent should ever be forced ta accept
onything which doas not relate ta his

individual wants, needs or acodemic
requi rernents?

These are but a faw questions
(bodly stated at that), and are prob-
ably not difficuit for any dedicoted
unianist tu answar. He must be
aware however that "majority rula",
"welfore state", "responsibility ta
your fellow mon", "part of tha cd-
ucation", "be kind ta your naighbour
and/or dog" etc. are concepts thot
can't apply ta the answers., The
question we are daaling with ex-
plores the existence of divine in-
dividuality ot the university level.

The above questions 1 balieve
should be answarad ta the satis-
faction of ail students, for everyona
0' sametima or another asks the
question, why do 1 have ta be a
member. The fee might be of no
significanca, the principle behind
this whola motter is of utmost
signîficance.

Sa, the gage hos bean thrown
down, is there ana who will accept
it, or is "green" reaaly unknown ta
the blue guitar.

N. Riebeck
arts 3

noCU S, then no counc;i

i must strangly pratast against the
decision of studants' council ta with-
drow f rom the CUS without referenca
ta the student body whomn they
represant and were elected by. it
seems ta many students that council
s doing tha very same thing it is
accusing theCUS exacutives of do-
ng: namely bath axecutives are act-

ing in o high honded mannar, ignor-
ing the wishas of the students whom
they profass ta rapresant and bawing
to the opinions and pressures of a
minority.

Whather or not council was right
ta withdraw from CUS is immateriol,
this is o question of council stepping
outside their mandata. They have
no right ta moka such o major de-
cision withaut backing from the stu-
dent body by means of o referendum.
No assurances of o referendum next
March lactions avar re-entry into
CUS con salvage.council's image of
an undamocratic axecutiva acting as
thay sea fit regardlass of student
opinion or authority.

Wa hava bean presented with a

fait accomplica, ond are than askad
to ratify or otherwise samnetima in
the future. Either we have an lm-
madiate referendum, or cauncil
should raslgn if this is an exampla
of what we con expact in the manths
ahaad. Otherwisa studant confidence
in its electad leaders will be shaken,
if not last aitogether. For this is
certainly not student gavernment for
and by the students, but student
government for and by the elactad
minority.

D. S. Sanderson
ed 2

re registration

White we are stili axhausted, bar-
ed und frustroted by the obstacle
course coiled registration, it moy be
worthwhile ta consider a few sug-
gestions for impraving the procedura.

Soma of these are directed ta the
FIW Committea:

1. Walking tours of the cam-
pus for ail new students,
complete with free coffea
breaks, candy, sex, or what-
evar is raquirad ta lura
them ta such a time-can-
suming ventura.

2. Mony, many, mony large
campus map-pasters (wth
"x" marking the spot in
which each is located). and
signs indicating the location

of ail buildings involved in
registration.

3. Compiete directories inside
buildings (hava you ever
tried ta find T L82???).

The following staps ought ta ba
taken by 'The Administration'
(whoevar is responsible for the re-
gistration procedure), if it is thaught
thos they would be useful and
feasible:

1. Early publication and dis-
tribution by mail of the
registration handbook.

2. Registration by mail of
those studants whose pro-
progroms consists largely
of prescribed courses-
Household Econamics, for
axample-and of other
students who are certain
of their programs.

Even If the administration of re-

gistratian by thesa means would re-
quira more tima and expanse of the
University, it could suraiy ba justi-
fied by the great savings in time and
eniergy for most of the 1 2,000 or so
students who now wasta two hours
or more white simpiy waiting in
uines, and mare time walking from
ana end of the campus ta the other
and bock again.

There ara probably many ways In
which this inefficiant procadure can
be improved. Perhops the studants'
council cauld appoint o committea
(yes, why nat another committea?)
to investigote the possibilities and
moka suggestions to thosa concamn-
ed. Such a committea would prob-
abiy banefit by inclulng in its
membarship somebody who is ot least'
acquaintad wth the computer.

Cam Burdon
arts 1

problem-find the concerned masses

UoFA loses leaders role?
The following is an exemple

of the unlnformed comment
across the country on U of A'.
withdrawal from the Canadien
Union of Students. The Gate-
woy jisn. woy ogre.. with the
following statements, but pre-
monts it in order ta show soea
national student reactions to
the withdrewal. The author of
the article Ià net isted among
the dlegates t. the 30th CUS
congress, and therefore ohtained
ail hi. information second band.

by willby jarvis
reprinted from the. u cf s sheaf)

A traditionai leader in nation-
al student affairs did an about
face last waek.

The University of Alberta
withdraw its mambership f rom
the Canadian Union of Students.

To hear students' union presi-
dent Branny Scheanovich one
would ba led ta believe thot
11,000 students reversed inter-
ests, political attitudes and
adoptad a whole new sanse of
values in the spaca of f ive
months. Con the elaction of
ana mon mean thot much?

it seems that Mr. Schepano-
vich is doing precisaly what he
accuses CUS of doing, claimning
ta rapresent total student
opinion. The CUS national
axecutive has neyer claimed ta
rapresent every student's opin-
ion, only the majority and it
has olways received direction
f rom that majority.

The national union has had
an opportunity ta davalop con-
sensus and maya in his direc-
tion. Mr. Schepanovich hod
been on institution for f jve
months. Does Mr. Schepano-
vich daoim that the 11,000 stu-
dents on his campus have mode
the greot reverse? Has ha
really osked them thraugh re-
ferendum? The answar ta the
last question is no, of that much
we con be sure.

iudging by somae of the U of
A laadar's stataments, he
sounds like a small mon seek-
ing ta do something greot. Ap-

parently ha con domninate a
weak, non-vocal students' coun-
cil on his campus and orbitrarily
have his own way. ln hîs de-
clining yeors he con always tel
his chiidran that when ha was
union presidant ha retirad from
participation rather thon sought
ta persuade and change nation-
ai opinion.

lndeed ha reminds ana of the
small boy who takes his football
away f rom hîs friands bacouse
they refuse ta play his râles. He
will discover that CUS hos an-
athar football.

According ta Mr. Schepono-
vich CUS should restrict itself
"ta activity which aniy directly
involves university and othar
post-sacondory studants in Can-
ada." This attitude is remini-
scent of Heinrick Vervooerd-lan
Smith philosophy; thot if ana
doesn't like the world situation
ona need only ta withdraw f ram
it. One cannot withdrow from
the world. The very fact wa
exist imposas a participation in
the world.

The importance of tha U of A
campus ta CUS had been axag-
garated by Mr. Schapanovich.
"We con do without CUS...
but con CUS do without us?"
I believa CUS will prove that it
con.

Whether the U of A campus
con grow from a students' union
point of view is not yet answer-
ed. Cartainly it con "do" but
is that anough? CUS is ana of
tha few vahiclas that con provide
students with the ability ta ex-
pond thair horizons and lîve a
fullar studant lif-a-n involved
life--or as the Franch say,
"aetre engage."~

If Mr. Schapanovich and his
kind continua ta hold sway-
the Edmonton students' union
will sink into a provincial, moy
I go aven furthar, it will sink
into a parochial mental stata.
The studant leaders will flot
haveaoccass ta the naw ideas,
services and solutions ta pro-
blems that CUS provides.

If the universlty student is
ever ta gain the respect of the
nation it will be by respansibla
participation, mot by Irrespons-
Ible wthdrawal f romn it.

- f
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