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A suburban street peopled by workingmen
Where die township road is the highway -nd the foot-path in the grass serves for a siclewalk; soon to become part of a big ci

SUBIJRBS AND VILLAGES
Gelwng the Land to the Doorst-ep,- and Beautifying the Street

HIRTY years ago-- as may be noted by the miles
of houses f ronting near the sidewalk-city Cana-
dians were almost as much in the habit of ignor-
ing the land as are the builders of the 2Oth cen-

tury. Many of the aIder houses are niear the street line.
Most of themn were originally without verandahs, or any-
thing more open than a porch. The ýeople those days
seemed to have tither no inclination or no tume ta sit ini

ithe open. Contrast with that the spectacle of a present-
day summer evening, when on one block of homes may- be seen hundreds of people sitting on new broad veran-
dahs-and balconies-wherever there was left room
enough ta, buiid such.

The samne tendency ta enjoy the open and get the home
dmeha i the &onsl fuhion à suburban in touch with tht land may be seen on a larger scale in

born ofa Trono prfmiosimm.jheEneish
w&H an thcýW ne tw àgûh tht thousands of suburban homes fringing our larger

fesUrs.towns and cities. On this page may be seen a variety
of suburban home types; some of theni built in the heart

1ýof the residential section, many on tht outskirts, but all
surrounded by large plots of land and gardens. Many a
humble labourer f romt the factories has more contentment
of bis own "vine and fig-tree" in a shacktown suburb than

> many a well-to-do, owner of a city bouse, attached, de-
tached or semni-detached. Most of these shacktovwn

ýU suburbs become integral parts of tht city. Lucky is tht
man, then, who, having got his lot at five dollars a foot,
is able ta set it appreciate in value.

a bouse as any of bis neighbours. But the ugli-
ness, inappropriateness, and vulgarity of his place
of business are as staring and uncomfortable as
ever. The dwellings are improved by generations
and decades. The "store" is as bad as ever. One
is tempted to say worse. And yet proper supervis-
ion even of tbe "~business quarter" should be in-
cluded in the Civic programme and efforts made
as far as possible to make even the stores pictur-
esque and attractive.

The purpose in ail thîs is to care for the general
appearance of the village in the way that the indi-
vîdual property-owner cares for the looks of his
own place. The beauties of the town are brought
out by judicious treatment, and the ugly spots are
dont away or modified as far as possible. The
roadsides are made beautiful, trees are plantedi,

i and the appearance of neglect that disfigures too
many otherwise pretty villages is made to vanish.

Tbere are always lot-owners who endeavour ta
beautify their places. There are others who always neglect
them. Ont of the good tif ects of tbese village improve-
ment societies is that tbey inspire a general desire to im-
prove the home-lots. The lot-owner is ashamed to let his
place faîl behind in the general improvement. An energetic
village society can accomplish much more in this way than
its own expenditure would signify.

The money expended in this direction is flot wasted.
There is greater reward even than that ta tht eye. Land
in a thrifty-lookîng, comfortable community where every-
thing looks well, is more desîrable than that in a neglected
town, and where ont is near enougb to a big city to catch
the suburban traffic the results very quickly show for them-
selves in increased population.

Villages in Ontario
LL tbe Eastern Provinces of Canada have villages inAbad need of some co-operative improvement scheme.

Tht average Quebec village of course is always more
or less picturesque, and might be made worse by any set
scheme of improvement. There is always the tin-spired
churcli, the parish house and the neat littît cottage with
the quaint donner window, No, it would scarcely be pos-
sible for any merely civic idea ta, better it. It's a matter
of poetry and religion and custom.

Týoo much customt and too littît poetry have made many
an Ontario village ont of the most discouragingly decadent
spots in America to visit. Many of these half-asleep little
towns-maiýy of which are admittedly improving-were
started by a saw-mill. The mili shut down because of no
timber. The town started to go into tht museum stage,
If as sometimes happens local option gets hold of the place,
the town becomes dryer than ever. Thouigh there is no
reason why the average country hotel, sucb as is known in
Ontario, should be suspected of impraving any town. It's
iargeiy a question of regeneratinig the hotels. and rejuven-
ating the stores, improving the roads, planting gardens,
laying out littie parks, getting a band and some decent place
of amusement besides the town hall-a rumimy old rani-
shackle place !-or the hall over tht cooper shop.

Nature bas made many an Ontario village the beginning
of a place beautiful. People-never having outgrown the
aId way of "any oid thing is goad enough, so long as it's
cheap,» let the village run down bill. TIhey have the same
aid stores that did business twenty years ago; tbe sanie
old postoffice, planing mniii, perhaps a canning factory; even
the samne melancholy little sliacks of houses. The main
item of improvemnent is tbe sidewalk.

Yet a very littie ambition and concerted effort would put
many o f these 'iittie civic mnuseums into the first ciass of

relyalive, progressive little towns. Many of themi in
these <laya of much motor travel wouid begin to get a repu-
tation, and to do a certain amounit of casual business, some
of theni would become desirabie places for weli-to-do f ar-
ers ta retire ta and build comfortable homes after selling the


