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Topics of the Day

M ONTREAL was seriously disturbed last week by
a minor event. An inspector of the S.P.C.A.,
in the course of his work on behalf of the dumb

animnals of that city, brouglit a carter before Recorder
Dupins. Lt was proved that this man struck his horst
twenty-five tîmes in succession. The Recorder decided
that as lie had not drawn blood hie could flot bie pun-
ished. His Ilonour had disrnissed a similar case the day
before, when a mani liad beaten lis teamn witli a steel
rod. These two decisions made Montreal's thinking
people rather wrathy.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier is almnost home, and when lie
arrives lie will receive a hearty welcome. The Premier
has doue well abroad, thougli lie -has not satisfied the
Navy League and tliough lie lias connectedl imiself witli
a wiil-o'-the-wisp cailed the "AII-Red Linie." Even those
who intend to vote against hi and lis candidates at
the next general elections, will not regret having hi
back at Ottawa with tie reins
of &overnment in his liands. LHe
is premier of tlie country and
stiil inteilectîîally chief of tlie
country's present set of goveru-
ers. He wiil flud affairs at Ot-
tawa ini a somewiat backward
state.

The pîlgrimiages of Ste. Aine
de Beaupre are even heavier
than ever. Special trains are
quite numnerous and the business
is very profitable to the rait~
ways.

The genieral tourist business of
the country will not show mudli
expansion this year. The cool
weather, the stress of businiess,
the tightucss of money and a de-
pressed stock market are .unonir
the causes. The Tliousand
Islands are not iiearly so wll
populated this year, on cither
side of tlie Ue. The Canadian
side seriously lacks two or three
large hotels. The Lower St.
Lawrence traffic is fairly lieavy,
but the R. & 0. report that few Hoa. F.
Canadians are usintz their fleet Minîster of Lands, Fo
of steamers.' The hotels along
tlie I4 àkes and Georgiapi Bay are rcported well fllled.
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Toronto and Montreal are awakening to the fact that
ýthe lack of water meters is costing each municipality a
large sumn annuaJlly. Ln a Toronto factory a notice was
posted the other day:-

"Be careful of the water
As we pay by meter."

Human nature being what it is, what other reàson could
there be ? Are we lionest and fair when there is no com-
pulsion ?-

Lest week about $x ,ooo,ooo worth of contracts for
locomotives and rolling stock for the Intercolonial Rail-
way was passed by thieOttawa authorities. Like the
western roads, the goverumnent line feels the scarcity of
cars as a most awkward lack and it isstated that the
difficulty now iu the way of a good supply is that all
of the works are too busy to fil a rush order.

The Western Miners' Federatioui las talcen possession

of Cobalt and a strike is on. Poor Cobalt! Lt is
having a sultry July.

Though the present government in Ontario came
into power on the 25th of January, 1905, it was
flot tili the 3oth of May following that lion.
Frank Cochrane was appointed Minister of Lands and
Mines. The delay was due to a rearrangement of somne
of the departments of the service, and later on, the
forests were included wîthin the Minister's jurisdîction.

Mr. Cochrane's rise above the horizon was somnewhat
nîeteoric. Before lis selection as Cabinet timber he had
neyer beeni in1 parlianient, and was known as a successful
hardware merchant at Sudbury. Hie must h'ave been a
good Conservative, however, as his appointment was
severely criticised by the "Globe." His fellow citizens
in E.ast Nipissing, of both parties, thouglit enough of himi
nevertheless to return huîn to the flouse by acclamation,
so that lie must have enjoyed their confidence even if they
did not ail set eye to eye with himn in political aflairs.

Since entering upon his duties, Mr. Cochrane has be-
core known as a bard worker and careful administrator,

who pays more than ordinary
personal attention to the de-
tails of his department. He'is
prompt to act, and. follows
pretty rigidly what hie con-
ceives to be lis proper course
at any time, which explains
wliy hie is sornetinmes bitterly
assailed by those who do not
agree wîth him.

As Minister of Mines he took
the somewhat unusual course of
suimronlng a convention of dele-
gates fromi the mining districts
of Ontario which met in To-
ronto in l)ecember, îyos. This
convention was followed by a
general revisioni of the rmining
laws during the session of
1906.

The Minister bas been mudli
criticîsed on account of what
is known as the "water power
policy" of the goverument.
Under thîs policy which becamie
effective last year, water powers
are no longer given away or
sold, but are leased upon con-
ditions of developmnent within a

XCochrane, gentime and certain other re-
est and Mines for Ontario. strEctions.

Lately, Mr. Cochrane lias
been in the Rainy River district, investigating what lias
been termed the. "secession" nioveinent. The mniners'
strike in Cobalt will also keep him from finding July a
holiday uiontli.

Last week was a disappointing week in sporting cir-
cles. Mr. Lyon and Mr. Martin were beaten in the golf
tournament at Cleveland and the Canadian rifle shots
faikéd to land either the MeKinnon or Kolapore Cups.
Perhaps Canada will have better luck'when the yacht
races arrive.

Hamilton and Toronto sympathise with ecd other
for the flrst time ini marry years. ,The Privy Council
gave a judgment against the city of Toronto and in
favour of the Street Railway CF., while the Ontario
Railway and Municipal B3oard has given a judgment
agamnst the City of Hamilton and ini favour of the
Street Railway Co. The municipal authorities ini each
town are now able to shed tears inl ulison. Of course,
Cýoj. Gibson and Mr. Hawkens are smifing.


