
'Ooe Montley

ed, lie uaid, alowly and meditatively,
"Well, Archie, it will require considet-
able diplomacy on your part te answer
that letter. It will bie a rather difficult
proposition te explain it aatisfactorily

tô Mne Grdon, especially ince you
know who wrote it.

1As Professer Douglas made ne reply,
Mr. MéLareà asked with evident liçsita-
tion: Sa«8y, Archie, could you-tbàt is
+d on't you think tha.t you had better
pretend that you - wrote that letter
yeumself, and are *pleased with bier
answer. 'YoIk certainly need a 'wife, and
Helen Gordon in a splendid woman, and,
in every way admirably fitted for the
position. Someone bas, I would judge,
bn trying te pla.y Providence in your

affairs. Yen should feel"grateful that
lie iÏ sbe bas chosen such an excellent
vUýte for yeu, aithougi it is something
that a man prefers te choose for him-
self., I have net forgotten how you
loved Amy, but I ean ses ne ossible

'0y fo te mt, other than te ap.
pear fdëlghted that Miss Gordon bas1
accepted you."

"I ses ne alternative, either," Pro-
fessor Douglas replied bitterly. d"Iwish I knew who wrote that letter.
Somebusy-body wbo, doubtless, thinks1
tbat my ebildren are* neglected. They1
are beeming rather unmanageable inc
some respects," hie reluctantly qlaitted;è
"Ibut I bad no thought t e r m .ry-1ing againC I wish Kate were home. A à
weman's intuition always sees threugh
things of this kind. I suppose there las
nmothng for me te do but answer this i
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when I tbink of. anyone having Amvy's
name.1-

If' the bride'g-face Wias unusually pale
when she léft with her husband, it was
attributed solely to the fact of her
leaving her home and friends, for to
the observing Prof. Douglas was ail
that a bridegroom should -in the ou.
teous attention and marked respect lie
gave bis wife. Wben tbey were on the
train-that was to take them home-
he, bought her soins of the iatest
magazines, saw that she iras comfort.
able, and feeling that nothing else was
required of him, turned eagerly te bis
daily newspaper. For some time she
looked through the window, lest in
thought. Then, as though she had
suddenly arrived at somie decision, she
turned, and spoke te ber husband s0
abruptly that ie, looked up ini a
startied way. "Professor Dei4glut why
did you marryme ?"Whvy did I marry you ?» he ecboed
in surprise and consternation, ietting
bis paper drop from, bie band. "Wbat
do yeu mean?"'

'VJust wbat, I said," sbe returned in a
tense, agitated V'eice.

"'Why do you ask me, such a ques-
tion V" he parried gently, for be noticed
ber agitation and the shadowed deptha
of unshed tears in ber eyes, and won-
dered what bad caused this change in
ber. Re was unprepared for her direct
and candid repiy. -

"Because I was going into the library,
for a book that 1 wished to bring with
me when I overheard you say to soins
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letter as you suggsst. 1 could net
submit Miss Gordon to the bumiliation
of knowing tbht @le had aecepted a pro-
posal tbàt 1 bad never made."

Three month b1ter, Mr. and Mrs.
MoLaren, received au invitation te tbe
'*eddfng.'- Mrs. MeLaren feit consider-
able aniety about thii marriage, snd
bad aloiost exhaustcd ber busband's
lat sbred of patience, speculating bow
ber brother would act towards bis un-
desired, bride, rememhering bowv de-
votedly lie had loved bis first wife. Rer
brotber's pleasant, courteous, manner
re-assured bier, yet she breatbed a deep,
satisfied, saisterly sigh when the- mar-
riage ceremony was concluded.

After t,:le bride bad changed bier
weddlng gown for lier travelling dress
sbe slipped quietly (lewn the back
stairs to tbe library for a book slie
wished te take with lier. Tbrough the
openi door sl'e saw hier husband a.nd bisjhest maii, standing with their backs to

She besitated at the door, undecided
whether alie sbould interrupt them or
not. As she moiientarily halted, seme
words arrested ber attention as they
came with elear-cut, cruel distinetness,
yet there was a strange tremor of agi-
tation in lier husband's voiee as lie ap-
parently -repiied te sonie rernark bis

betman bad made.
"Yes, my wife is a very fine looking,

Cuitured wonîan. and better than that,
I belleve, a wonderfully good one; but,
Frank, you know how I loved Amy and
tlîat I had ne thought of every marrv-
ing again. Say nor more toerme. I
cannet bear it. My heart seems broken

remark your friend, 3U. Graham, had
evidently made. 'You know bow I
loved Amy, and that I neyer meant te
marry again. *Say ne more te' me. I
canet bear it. My heurt semau

kbroken to-day."Il
"I sbeuld net bave uttered such

words, Helen," lie replied with deep
contrition. «'I beg that you wiIl for-
give and forget -thein."l

"I may de se wben yenu answer ni;
question," she quietly persisted., "It
doeâ net secin very just te me te srteak
of a broken heart on our wedding day."
S3he spoke tremulously. Rer resentment
was breaking down'before the burt in
ber beart.

"I arn serry; Helen, truly serry," lie
enfessed, brokenly. "That I se far
forgot myself, and what was due te
yeni, as te utter such words. My first
marriage wvas brouglit very vividiy be-
fore me to-day, and-I--loved Amy se
-and-so--"

"And you do net love nie," she in-
terrupted -with a tense whisper, that
broke iuveiuntarily frein ber lips, re-
vealing.a1l the sorrow tbo4 this in-
tuitiv-e knc)wledge gave, ber.

"I did -'et say se," lie argued, gent-
ly, picking up ber magazine that bad
fallen, te the floor.

"The inference is very plain," she te-
tumrned with qutiet decision, Ioeking
aw-a y fromi him. Then, after a
înonieîît's silence, aile turned and loek-
ed hini straight in the eyes, asked with
exceedi ng directness. "Is this the an-
swer te my question ?"

"Ndýcidedly net," hie auswered
emphatîcaîîl.. "To marry you be-
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