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Frà. Great Slave Lake t'O the,
Atlanfice

Puat and Fresent Water Routes into the. Mackenzie. By Isaac Cowie, Winnipeg.

Tcrge of tMe HuI.
son a 'sBa.y Company's
ngrthern transport
serass the 12 mle
Portage La Loche,

16..which in the height
of tand. between the

utlzd waterwaysà
fwngon the one

aide down the Churchii te Hudson'a Baiy
sud on - the other aide> those go-
ing down the Athabasca and the Mac-
kenzie to the Aretic Ocean.

The transport waa conducted by
«ýYork" boats, rowepd or towed by crews
of eight men and carrying from 3 to
31/1 tons of cargo. This cargo was made
Up in packages of from 90 to 100 ibs.,
two Of which were earried at a time
by each of the crew over the numerous
portages. Often the boats, too, had to
b. dragged across these by the main
atrength of the crews. Had tý mag-
niflcently spirited and musct$ar\ voy-
ageurs not gloried in their atrehgth and
power of enduring every toil and priva-

perative to introduce steamboats on
the sect1uded waterwaya of the north.
But thim atep was delayed for seyerai
years by the opposition, in Coundil, of
the Chief Factors of southeru districts,
already provided with more or lesa
modern means of transport, who de-
preeated any demontration of the
splendid capacity for steam. navigation

rovided by the miighty-,rivera of the
So~t refuge of the monopoly of the fur
trade in Athabasca and Mackenzie
River districts.

Until steamboats were af Iength plac-
ed on the northern waters, we were
obliged to resort to every device to
meet the constantly increaeing diffi-
culties of handling bigger outflta with
a diminishing aupply of men and
mens. In these circnmstances 1 urged
uponi the Chief Factors af Athabasca
and Atackenzie River districts, Messrs.
MacFarlane and Campbell, the examina-
tien of what appeared to be, on some
mapa, a possible fur traders' boat and
portage route front C - at Slave Lake
to the head of the Chesterfield Inlet of
lludson's B3ay. The suggestion waz

Deer Trailea t Fort Reliance, May &h.

tion of the wildemness, men could never
have submitted to the terrible toil of
towing the boats upstream and carry-
ing at a trot,, meanwhule vying with
each other, their big burdens across the
portages, of which the twelve miles
acrosa La Loche was the longest.

Originally' thé boat route started at
York Factory, on Hudson's Bay, cross-
cd Lake- Winnipeg, ascended the Sas-
katchewan, to Cumberland, crossed
thence to the Upper Churchill, and con-
tinued by I1e a la Crosse to Portage La
Loche. There were about eighty por-
tages on this route, thirty being below
Lake Winnipeg. In the seventies ad-
vantage was taken of the increased
facilities between Fort Garry and St.
Paul, Minnesota, and later of the
steamboats on the Saskatchewan, York
Factory having ceased to be the termin-
al. The. goods landed at Carlton by
the steamers were earted over to (Crcen
Lake, a feeder of the Upper Churchill,
and thence by boat. to lie a la Crosse
and on to the La Loche. Finally, in
1881, machinery for the construction of
a steamboat-"ýGrahame"--on 'thie lower
Athabasca was brougblt via Emno
dowvn the Atha"a ca, and in 1887 tlie
Portage La Loche route wvas abandoned
for tiiat by Edmonton.

WVhiIe these very greatly increased
facilities were coming into use south of
-the Long Portage" - La Lochie--in-
creasing diflieulties in manning thie
boats north of thie divide, in Athabaseýa
Énd 'Mackenzie River, becýarne o -reaiti
that ini spite of« the tradfitionial policv'
of the Company to ndhere to hlie erud.
est meaus of carniage, it bccamnq im-

not acted upon, juat as that made by
Mr. MacFarlane many yeams before,
while he was a junior officer, to bring
the MacKenzie River outfit to the
mouth of that river on ocean vessels
via Bering Straits.

So it came about that the Hudson's
Bay Company lost the honor and
credit of discoveing-perhaps ediseov-
ering-the route explored by Mr. Han-
bury, and found by him to be "absurd-
ly easy," which is described in this ar-
ticle. Natumally 1 rend of his achieve-
ment, and that of Mr. J. W. Tyrrell
which followed, with the greatest in-
terest. While the general reailer caui-
not feei the same personal - 1 mighit
say professional-interest as 1 do in the
good fur traders' route offered by their
explorations, ah wbho love sport and
travel in hitherto unknowvn regions wilI
rcad with pleasure the modest narra-
tives of these two courageous and ad-
ve ntîîrous traveliers.

iMoreover the recent announcement
of the early extension of the houndamies
of _.Nfanitoba nortbiwardslbas, crented un-
usiial interest in, thîe regions beyond,
andI this, tog-ether with the perennial
puiblic attention diiicted to any ad-
vanitage to be dernvcd frorn tbe utiliza-
tioi! of the IJu(150f's Bay route may
render the descriptions herein publish-
ed acceptable to a wider circle of read-
ers.

From Hudson's Bay to the Mackenzie
Basin.
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