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answers returned to my questions at this time, I expected that the case would

turn out one of Placenta Prsevia, a suspicion which was afterwards confirmed.

Symptoms of labour set in on the 17th of the same montli, and licr husband

called at my house to notify me of the fact at a.m. of that day. I immediately

placed her in the charge of Mr. (now Dr. D. T, Robertson), a most intelligent

pupil ofmy own,who immediately accompanied the husband. I should now remark

that, within a few minutes after having been notified of the case, I was sum-

moned to attend upon a lady who had engaged my services some months pre-

viously, and as the house in which Mrs. T. lived was but little out of my road to

that of my own patient, T ventured to pay her u short visit, to assure myself

of the state of affairs, and to assist Mr. 11., if necessary, to the fullest extent my
own limited time permitted. Mrs. T. was a short stout woman, in her sixth gesta-

tion, her previous ones having been all ordinary. On examining lier, after

entering the house, I found the os uteri dilated to nearly the size of half a

crown, soft and dilatable, the pains active, but not very efficient, the placental

mass completely blocking up the orifice. There was, of course, the usual

hsBmorrhage, but it was by no means profuse. In fact her pulse was scarcely

affected by what she had lost, and was losing. The case admitted of some delay,

and as my own time was very limited, not permitting me the application of

the stethoscope, to ascertain the condition of the child, or the extent and nature

of the placental engagement, I advised 31r. R. to send for Dr. Fcnwick, then

Registrar of the Hospital, and in the mean time to apply the tampon to moderate

the haemorrhage. That gentleman was accordingly sent for, and as he has re-

ported the case in the Medical Chronich for 1847. T quote the conclusion as

detailed by him

:

" I saw the woman shortly afterwards. On examination I found the placenta

almost wholly detached, and bulging out though the os, which was dilated. The
pains were lingering, and by no means severe. With each pain there was a

slight gu.sh of blood, but the quantity lost was so trifling as not to have affected

the circulating system. I explained to her husband that manual interference

was necessary, and while preparing myself for the immediate performance of

version the patient was seized with a prolonged smd vigorous pain,

and as I passed my-hand beneath the bed-clothes, the placenta was shot out with

considerable force over my knuckles, and the child immediately followed. The
uterus contracted firmly, and all was well as regards the mother. The child,

however, was dead."

Nothing requires to bo said about the other two cases of Placenta Proevia,

both of which were " partial." The ordinary management was adopted, and in

both cases the infants born were living.

The foregoing is a sketch of some of the more important cases which have

occurred in the Hospital, from its establishment to the present period. I have

given them as an appendix to the two papers previously published.

Montreal, 1st July, I860.

^

7^

(.' V

f

-"

..# l


