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That the Commodities the Indians fet the greatent
Value upon, next to Neceffaries, are .Bread, Veimilion
and Toys; and that he.cakes the Councries to be better
for Hunting, at So or 6o Miles Diftance, than at the
Factories.

That he knows not of any Attempts rade to .educate
Children, except thofe of.Englilfhmen, who are generally
the Governors Sons; that fome of the Indians would
fuffer them to educare their Children, and fome would
nor ; and that be was told by Governor Myait, who
died in the Year 1729, that foie had been inftruaed
in the Chriafian .Religion, particularly a Boy, who wrote
a Letter to the Company defiring to corne over.to be
baptized; otpon which the Company fent an Order to
Mr. Stanion, the chen Governor, to take away his Books,
and not let him read any more; upon which the Bov
was fent out of theFadory, and died, as the Witncfs
beard, in.the Year 1725,

Being afked, Whether it has been the general Prac-
rice of the Governors to encourage or difcourage Trade ;
he faid. That fome of their Governors have their Mea-
fure for Powder too fhort, .and don't fil e.ven the fhort
Meafure above half full; chat the Profits gained by
this Method are didinguiffied by the Name of -the
Overplus-trade, which fignifies the Number of Skins
which are gained more chan are paid for, on the Foot-
ing of the Standard : That the Compaoy know of this
Praaice, for that the Witnefs himfelf had kept Ac-
counts of it for Seven Years; and cither the Governor,
or the Company, take all the Profits of the Over.plus-
trade; and that he has known ii Canoes leave the
Fedory ar Albany Fort, at one time, for want of a
Prefent of a Bottd of Brandy.

Mr. Matbtrv Serjeant faid, He had been employed
in the Company's Service; chat he knows the Nature
of the Trad:, which confits chiefly in Fors, which the
Indians barter for Brandy, Tobacco, Blankets, Beads,
&c. And the Indians fometimes irade in Oil and Fea-
thers ; that the Servants of the Company are abfIutely
forbid to trade; and he has feen one beat for only going
tu an Indian Tent to light a Pipe; that thefe Punifh-
ments are infii&ed at the arbitrary Will of the Governor;
that he never faw any of the Skins, broughtl down by the
Indians, refufed, except they were damagcd;. but chat a
greater Trade might be efnablifhed by concluding a
Peace bet.ween Two Indian Nations chat are at War,
which might be eafily performed by fending fomre Englith
with a little Brandy.

That he underftands the Indian Language pretty
well; and heard frequent Complaints made by the
Indians, of the Treatment they receive rom the Go-
vernors, who fometimes bect them;, but he.cannot fay
they do it without Provocation; chat the Behaviour of
the Indians in general is very civil; 'ris but very few
-mong them that will fealI; and they are very good
naturcd when they are fober.

That the Witnefs never faw any of the Governors
beat a- (ober Iidian; but the Indians complain they
have too.lirttle allowed for their Goods, which is their
chief Compligt; but. he never heard them fay, they
could have more elfewhere; and the Perfons complain-
ing came. doyn to trade again:· That he never heard
any of them fav, chat the French Trade was more ad-
vantagacous, nor that they would bring down more
Goods ; but he has leard them fpeak French, and pray
ia the French Language; but never heard them pray
in Englith: That be bas Reafon to believe the Trade
might bc increafed by encouragi.ng the Indians; for
when the Witnefs was in udfe's Bay, Governor
Mvatt,*by giving a Suit of Cloatha to cvery Indian
C(tief, that broughc down Men, extended. the Trade
in.fuch a manner, that- dpuble the. Number of Skins
were, brought down;.. -chat . .the 'Witpefs does not
know whether the fant Encouragement is now gaven:

That the Fa&ors- take all -their Turs, .except..the
damaged Skins, which feems to .be-a fufficient.Encou-
ragement:to bring all ·they can ; -but in the.Qpinio: of
the Witnefs, if they would give to every Indian :Leader
a Gallon of -Brandy, and-for overy Indian of the Nation
of the Poets a Gallon and a Half, it would induce
that Nation ·to come down, and.confequentLy enlarge
the Trade.

That the Witnes was never any higher.in the Coun-
try ar Tork Fa&ory than Twelve Miles .up -the River;
that he travelled by Land from Mofe River to Albny
Fort, which is aoo Miles along the Coaft : That ic;
was Thirty Miles up the River from Albany Fort; -and
the Spil is very good for Four Months in the Year,
and produces good Turnips: That the good Soil is
not quite Two Feet dee.p, when .you cone to a Sta-
tmru of Loam and Sand; that in fome Places the
Frofi is never out of the Ground, but you may dig
through it; that the Turnips he has rat -there are as
good as ever he rat in Egland; but he does not know
whether Seed raifed there .would produce the fame;
that 'tis the general Opinion of the Faeory at Zos
Fort, that the Soil is proper for Wheat, Barley, Rye,
or Oats; *that he has feen very good Beans and -Peas
grow there, but he never faw any Corn grow there,
except .fome wild Oats; and that his Mefs.mate did
fow fome Corn there, which, though it .grew a goud
bleight, never came to Perfe&iorn; -but, in .the Opi-
nion of t'ie Witnefs, Oats would ripen at Albawe, where
he has a Cherry-tree, ·bearing black Cherries; .that.'he
has feen the Indians bring down Currants, which, they
faid, grew' in their Country; they .alfo brought -down
Sugar, which was very black, and made from the T-ee
of which their Paddle was made; that the Indians in-
foreed the Witnefs, that there are:large Lakes tchind
the Fa&ory; that the Witnefs had been in a Lake Ten
Miles long, without any Fali .going to it; and 'had
had Accounts fron the Indians.of a. Lake ioo Miles
long: But he.never afked the indians.whetherche: River
was navigable to it, but dots not apprehemd there
is any Fall, but that the Canots might come -doinv,
for they cither tow or carry their empty Cunoes at the
Falls; that the Witnefs has feen what.,they call Fals;
whick are not caufed by the Streightarfs of the River,
but by Stones ; that he drew a Map of the Country-,
which he bas loft; which Map had Six Lakes in 'ici
that of xoo Miles long was the largeft; and there is:a.
Lake ialf-way up to Mffiftpi; that he has heard the
Indians fay, there is a Sea at the back Part of the Coutn-
try, but never afked them at whar Diftance; the the
French trade with the Indians, and it:is faid they have
a fmall Fa&ory So Miles up Muofe R iver : that heees
not know the Company's Limits, but ;has heard them
fay, the French are n wt corme within 5o' Miles :of
their Forts.

That the Froft-is -fometimes Two, fometimes Three
Feet thick ; that it begins to thaw at Abany about the
Sth or. ioth of dpril, where there is "a good Soil*-for
Six or Eight I nches, which may be gained within aboit
a Fortnight after the -Beginning of -the Thaw ;- · liàt iri
Two or Three Weeks more, as -the Weather happens;
it thaws to the Depth of Two Feet, commonly by the
Beginning of May: And the Froft fets.-in again the
Beginning of O8ober : and when the Witnéfs was there
the 4 th of.Ofeber, it came in very hard,; that the-Wit-
nefs believes there is time enough -to- gtow Wheatr
for if Summer Grain was fown early in the Souther-
moft Parts, he thinks there would 'be time -fo ait' to
ripen, and gather it in: but the Frofts break -fooner
up in the Country, and corne in later; thar there are
vaft Tra&s of Land fit for Cultivation r and the Wit-
nefs had fêtn very good Lettice, Spinage, Dèwberries,
Strawberries, and black Cherries: ·that the Jndiani
vçry rarely eat any Bread, nor doý they -live long enough
in one Place to raife Corn; nor hae they any Yams
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