ab Oomwa]hsds]and"ron“*thev12th JAugust,‘we' parted Gomipan %thxth*"i;;xli .
' ,' under Captam Auqtm and th05e i’ charge’ of Captarn'a'Pennyfoff' tbe*W"e]hn ton "

g remamed at thelr'wmter qua.rters, Beechey Island““untll fS
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Channel onvthe #ollowings day*“and“af'te’r hé’diﬁ@“ ide AL ‘A'hé‘r’ search“wg.,t
Beechy Tslanid; we proceeded without: muchh obstructlon,‘?to« ithe' eastward find: -
havmg inade’ the “lanid ‘in latltude“76°$tN*‘ we' s d‘"*'every‘j Aﬁ‘ort' §be‘t}}’éeh the "
- 15thand. 2oth Auo-ust'vtorclose*wrth”the"coastdbut ‘wete! 'revented«i fnm' éne: .
' :~‘ trable'ice’s xtendmgff'rom?the éast! lzmd"to seaward‘20¥mlles‘3between StHE latitgde . '
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h 25th¥September 185']’ ";' S
IN%' reference: to dnv extract* ofu“«myf*despa,tch&oﬂmgth July: 4851, -sénthby,
Cantam‘Austm Trhuve to’ acquamt you/that“ifter leavmg oY ’vﬁmtepquarters

of '75° and'77° N. ; .and’ it bemg evident fhat«byfgettmg*rounde*thls Himmense - " :n“

v body of' ice erther by the northward or southward,r even

we! must“be—«obhged“to ‘spend another. .winter in.order to make' the; roposedt
' éxamination, 'and for, which{we' had" not*prowswns, bemg orlrrmally thualled

if" it ‘were p0951b1e, that

for only. elghteen months, I was: therefore - under “the’ necessity. .of - beanng up -

" for' Godhayen: (Liefly) "in Disco, stllk1n>hopes of obtammg a.supply of’ provlﬁ‘ )

' sions' from' what the commander of" the “¢ North: Star”

Admnalty to-“lind "thiefe, ind’ Whlch"wou]d”enab]er“’rﬁgr 'probably - to obtain. a {‘1'\:“— ‘

posrtrou northw pf' Wo]stenholmeiSound “from - when-e

‘ensumguspnng,a have=set the question. at, rest 5 :but», ‘here;: Lregret to, say,;I dwas

" wag’ dlrected by thEr .

rshould, during’ the ' i

[N
o'l

dlsappomted .I-arrived'at Godhaven on. ruthe 30th - ‘Augustiin scompanyiwith “

g ‘the.: Danish: (JovernmentrBrm ¢Hoalfisken,” 'whrch"l,,cf'el

le.in g mth onv.s.jthe 29th; .

‘ and to. my mornﬁcatron qu'oundtthat ,Mr.«Saun(lel‘s rthe, mastermcommandet,of‘
the' North Star mhad not,,aceordm tmhrsgorders, been to,rGodhavenr‘to lapd

any. provnsrons- and althouoh the ' manager .and. 4ma«ustrate at;God aven,jrm ot
-absence of the Governor,'.most readily supphed s wrth the ref‘reshments 50, "

necessary - f'or the ‘health of my :crew,. he could not spare us provrsrons f‘orw

another season’; and beitg obliged' to'defer my intention,

between Whale Sound and Melville- Bay;-it-only remtuned for me to obtain’ the ,

of examining the coast | .

deposrtlon on oath, -touching the fate"of the wissing ships, of my mterpreter
- Adam, Beck, who on the It September - frds carried before the magistrate, 'and

being wamed that if it was found’ ‘bya f'uture ‘expedition;
be sent out, that: he had. sworn to what' was ot . tr

severe pumshment Whereupon he voluntamly made 'the enclosed deposmon, 1‘
- which'he’ srgnedﬂ and ‘swore:'to'in my ‘presence - apd™in" that :of the" maglatrate. |
I'regret that' there Was no . person ‘at/ ‘Godbaven w ho could translate thrmdocu- j |
ment ‘either:int6’ Danish:: or”Enghsh“'althoutrh lthas'«perf'ectly understood”by e
the maglstrates lady; who is the. daughter of a former Govemorf Was born’ and
bidught up: in 'G reenland but couldfnot translate i into DamshL SITHe “subistance ,‘ .

which. ;would probably
ue he would incur &

4
t

* of this documentwas; ! however, that the“twd’mssrngw ships” werewactually N

wrecked on’the’ coast-north of Cape York ; that -some 'of the crews reached the .
land 'in &' state’ of destxlut:on, and* perrshed during the ‘winters of’ 1846 and
1847, either’ by cold ;‘hiingef, or By the tréachery of a: hostile tribe.of natives;
that articles' be]ongmg to*the" shlps ‘could be shown; which would’ prove ‘the ‘
trath'of ‘his dssertion ;' and: that' he “would accompany .any future expedltlon o gy

tbat might 'bé‘sent 'to ascertam the truth. "

it s true mdeed that" Peterson’ ‘the Dane, who is 1nterpreter""on “boéard!'the
‘. Lady Franklin,” “flatly ' contradicted ‘the - -reportof Adsm ‘Beck ; ‘but’ cifcum: | !
stances’ have' tmn3p1red’ -and f‘acts have comer to hght, Wthh hare cast»serlous‘ e
doubts on , the. veracity, if) not'on the: reqpectabrhty oﬁ-Peterson whrlex they X

have“in a material - degree“’corroborated ‘the *festnnony

have a]so\m a satlsf‘actory ‘matiner accoiinted’ for’ the "boy' How 'on’ board“tht 3“
“Agsistance” '"bemg on, the' sideof" Peterson.! 1‘am ‘also authorrzed by the , '
residents’ ‘and magrstrates of “Disco to say,’ that they firmly* ‘belicve thit” what W n
~Aldam Beck’ Ligs deposed is true;dshe 1 Was.born i’ Greénland, was’ brought up
a Chrrstran, can hoth tead’, and wrrte g} well “informed o the: nature ‘of & an B
“oath"and its: consequences"’and under such urcumsfances*' the natives ‘haye -

never been’ f’ound to swear fa ]ael

opinion’ that'tHe missing shlps under the command.of Sir

e* " And lmvmg myself’ taken wevery thmgrmto N coumderatlon“ 1k i ‘clearly of |
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