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thousand children, and is anissionary centre in itself. Beside these, there
are private forms and methods of benefaction, in visiting and relieving
the poor, the sick, and the outcast, good works whose history bas never yet
been written, because the: data have never been supplied ; and all these must
be included before a true conception is formed of the multitudinous ramif-
cations which proceed from this one centre of spiritual force and impulse,

Mr. Spurgeon was not known peculiarly as an advocate of foreign mis-
sions ; but the Gospel he preached was so full of the spirit of missions that
it kindled zeal in many hearts which impelled them to take up work among
the heathen ; and Hudson Taylor’s recruits always love to come to the
Monday evening prayer service to say their farewells and get, as from a
mother, a parting blessing before leaving for China’s inland regions,

No reference has yet been made to that famous ‘“ Book Fund,”’ whose
special manager—shall we not say mother #—was and is the beloved wife of
the departed pastor, and of which we need to write a separate paper, if
justice is to be done to this noble work, In 1890 £836 sterling (upward
of $4000) were spent intbooks and sermons donated to various parties i
home and foreign lands. No one but God knows how many private con-
tributions of money, love, sympathy, and prayer go forth from this congre.
gation every day ; and the gap that would be made not only in the metrop-
olis of the world, but in the world itself, if this church should cease to be,
only God can measure. The fact is, the members of this great church and
Pastor’s College, like the Moravian Brethren, are trained to expect work
for God as a necessary part of Christian life ; and when the pastor lays his
hand on a man or woman, and appoints such to a certain post of responsi-
bility, he feels sure the appointment will be accepted and the workers will
do their best.

It will be seen that Charles Hl. Spurgeon occupied a throne and wiclded
a sceptre the like of which the world furnishes nowhere else. Yet he was
aleader rather than an autocrat. He was 8o highly esteemed and dearly
loved, and such was the confidence reposed in his piety and judgment, that
there was conceded to him almost unlimited and undisputed control ; but
he was a fine example, how safe it is to be guided by a single will, when
that will is itself guided by knowledge and love. An archbishop of the
Anglican Church is credited with saying that Spurgeon was *‘ the most
influential ecclesiastic in the world ;’ but if he was an absolute monarch
inside of his church realm, it is safe to say that he never abused the sceptre
held by his hands. He said jocosely to me, that if you want a thing done
you must do it yourself, and that the best possible committee is a com-
mittee of three, two of whose members are sick or out of town !

Nothing impressed me during months of labor here more than the
atmosphere of prayer pervading the entire institution. Not only all day
Sunday, but all through the week, there is scarce half a day not more or
less occupied with religious services of some sort, and at almost all hours
the voice of prayer may be heard ; and when, at Florence, an Awmerican




