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Letter From™Burma.

1 write this in my boat as | jonrney from village to
village amoog the K sreno in Mergnl district, This le the
most southern division of Burma, extending from Tavoy
on the north, to'the tenth deyree of latitude in the south
termiasting lu V.ctorla Polut. On the coast is the Mer-
gul Archipelago, a very large number of {slands of all
sizsa, perhaps from & huudred squere feet to a hundred
rquare miles in area The large ones are inhabited by
both Burmese and Karens, aud «11 are corstantly visited
by Celones, a wild tribe living entirely in boats and wov-
iug from fsland ta i land, to fish oc gather wild honey,
or such leaves snd roots as can be eaten. For the past
few yearsguite a bu:ineas has besu dove in pear] fishing
It was begun by a firm or fi main Australia, but ' not be-
ing very successful they sold ovwt to natives who do a
prosperous business. ~ The shiells in available deptbs ave
now nesrly exhausted and the work must be given up for
w ones grow. Of couree the gov-
:like all else, and each 'oat, carry-
a veirly tax of abont one hundred

four or five years till
ernment coctrols th
ing one diver, !
and thirty'¢
Abont twedly fatlo nsis the greatest depth a d’xv“t-cqrga
to sttempt, apd 1here have been a few accidents at that.
the diver and the nir tube pressed by the weight of
water. The dlvers are all from the Phillipine lslands
1f they > cou'd- ¢ down In fifty fathoms itis sopposed
large gaantities © ¢ o9taired.  Of course the busi-
ness coneie's ln gatheriog mother of pearl, with the hope
of finding real pearls between these larze shella. These
‘jatter are of many ¢z sud qualitics, some black and
worthless others of eryetal purity aud almost untold

ars

1 was recenily shown one about ss largeas a
cherry that the Gwner iy holding at ten thousand dol-
laie. He has refuned seven thousand, It will no doubt
Snd it wey to some Tndian rejak, to be worn as an or-
pament or kep' to exhibl his wenlth

Some of these lalands sre ol felands, as my conntry

ve'ue

would say, but grest rocks whh high perpendicunlar
sdes, snd great caverns running farin that can only be
entered by carrying chea’ In theye caves sud crévices
odibie blrd's pests are found and during the dry sesson,
the only tme a Boal ean apry b these vocks, meny are

eve nosts  For thin privileges the

engaged in getheriog !
‘ﬂvovnunnl shtelne & revenne of thiee thovssnd dollars
syear. It lan Al salt sad heividoss vudertaking, re
qriring the uee of ropes
that makes these nests I oot vullke & seailow, sud

ladders npd staviog. The bird

sbhont the same sl ® No other place will It ase for »
neet but these 1oCk As there are olifls and crevie's
where pven s Chinamay ¢
bave been ba'ched to keep up the ennply
i paid Yo - gie or yin Ae it fonnd in the nests. The
neats must be taker
for tee dollare

The malnland in the lorg oy
the Archilpelage is now, & vasl vunsber of talands of sl
slxes. The son hiaw Meen filled up by soll and Hght mat
ey htﬁuullt down from the hille sud mountalos far to the
east aod greal MaDgIOVE SWANIDS have been formed
This flling vp process still goes on
changed loto mod bagks, aid these Ivto mangrove
I# the years 'o come, great rice fie'dd will Le

nuot g, etongh yourg birds
No dtrention

A povnd of these nests sella here

was o doubt just what

snd the cons' s

awar ps
seen where now ithe sea rolls in over shallow banke,
sometimes considerably to my discomfort

These swamps are covered with forest trecs of the kinda
thet grow in salt water, and at spring ti'es are surround-
od by it from » depth of two or three luches to as many
feet. But every bigh tide leaves a deposit of mud by
which the land is gradually raised till it becomen
suitable for cultivation, If the trers are down: end the
trunks and branches left on the ground the progress
tows:d a field is minch more rapld. In some of these
plains there may be a soil of fifty feet and downwards of
the richest guality. One of the several services we try to
render the Karens is to get gracts of land in these
swamps. with remiseion of taxes for several years. Iam
pow gettinz grants wi'h ex+mption for eleven years Of
course'no Karen could by himesll i1d his way through
the varions reqn'réinents necessary to effzct this

All over these swamps a'e hil'sor patches of high
ground just like the is'ands on the const,  There are also
high rocks withont a haudinlof soll, corresponding to
the rock islands in the sea. Instead of birds their dark
caverns are inhabited ‘by innumerable bats. Fiom the
roofs of some of these caves hang the most beantiful
stalactites. How 1 wich I conld get one dowh avd send
it to Wolfville. 1 may some day.

This great expavse-of swamp is intersected by rivers or
rather inlete swarming with fish aud prawus, and a Bur-
man prefers getling bis living from the sea to the labor
of cutting down trees and making s fisld. A Bhuddist is
not supposed to take the life of anything. even the small-
est iusect, but he argues that be does not kill the fish,
He simply removes them from ‘the water, avd if they
choose tn-die be is not resronsible. Here is a carrled on
the making of that vile thing. guapee, the Burman word

for pntrid fish,  Almost all Burmans an' Karene eat this ©

terribly offersive thing at every meal, and it is no doubt
one of causes of so much sickness_snd so mauny early
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deaths. Thisls the case among Karens particalarly, as
they have so muny other injurious habits. The Burmans
are & little more cleanly, How this strange custom ever
orlginated seems to be s mystery, but some light is thrown
npon it when it ls krown that it is never eaten, probably
ennnot be eaten, till it is plentifully mixed with red pep-
pers. From these the drog capsicun, is extracted. Rotten
fish only destrove the body, but red peppers are most in-
jurlous in other reepects. No dotibt the evil one had this
in view when he introduced the custom. For many years
we have not allowed it in our school and to this we attri-
bute our almost entire immunity from sickuness which is
such a burden in other schools. Up to the present we
are aloue in this reform,

Since I began this trip, almost a month ago, I have
seen a good deal to enconrsge. We have never had so
many paplls in our jungle schools. After the mecting of
onr Assoclation in Jauuary we sent out twenty-seven of
our best boys and girls to teach *uring vacation. Some
of these have more thau fifty pupils, scores of them from
heathen fam'lies. The books we use are cathechisms of
Scripture teaching and so these children learn much of
ths vanity of ido'atry and of cur duty to serve God. I
have biptiz.d sixteen, all bright, young people and all
abatainers from tobacce. Irdeed some haye never used
this irjarious thing, no more than children of clean
familles at bome The two last villages I have visited
were entirely heathen when we came to surma. The same
can be said of the village in which cur Assdtiation was
lately heli. Now ‘here is & fairly large church and.able
to entsrtain nearly six bundred visitors from Thursday
till Monday with lack of nothing., What has God
wrought ?

A Sabhath on tour {sa very busy day. Indeed the
services ngln Saturdey afternoon when every Kiaren
church bas a meeting. Saturday is often called “‘prepara-
tion day."" Early Sanday morning a meeting is held for
prayer and conference, usnally led by a Karen, but the
mirsionary is supposed to take some part. About ten
the preacbing service by the misslonsry followed by
examination of candidates for baptism and other matters
and often continues three or fourjhoura, At about five,
baptism gervice and later the Lord's Supper. Quite
often my boat, where I aleep and take my food, is two
miies from the cuapel, and this distance in the heat is
quite an ftem

Iget o good deal of time to read as I go from place to .

place, all depending on the weather and on having
some one to pliot on board. [ bave stood five hours at
the heim without rest.  One little book'has so greatly
interested me that | want to recommend it particnlarly to
onr pastors and students for the ministry, It is & vlem
by Rev. M. P. Telling, Ph. D, Toronto
it in bighly recommended by many whose opinions are
vainable, among them ‘‘our own O, C
Chas. A, Hston

pore raver

Wallare and
Brethren you eannot affrd to do with
Read it and It will do you good

H Moxgow

ont 1t

Mergul, Barma, March 3
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De. Dowie and Zion City.

BY REV D O, PAKRER,

Rev. Dr. John Alexander Dowie, the Divine Healer,
and founder of the Christlan €atholic churchin Zion,and
the seif styled Eiljah the restorer, is a amall man of three
score years and ten, hale and vigorous as & youth, bald
headed, with bandy lege, a high brow and pleasant face,
mustache and luxuriant whiskers, and pictured in his
clerical robes réminds ove of the famous picture of the
prophets of Israel. If measared by his achievments he
{s one of the most remarkable men of this or any past
sge. eclivsing Mohomet and the founders of Mormonism.
The press, the palpit and the people with ore sccord are
in battle array against him, and in many respects mis-
represent bim. He is denounced as a false prophet, a
base and uuscrupulous imposter, seeking only his own
aggrandizement and enriching himself wi h the tithes
and offcrings exacted from his followers. .In this he is
only reapiug what he has sown, for in vu'gar abuse he
scandalizes every one ontside of Zion, and in turn is pald
back in his own currency. For want of space it is not my
puip se, now, to write much of his religions doctrines.

Forty-two miles north of Chicago, on the west side of
Lake Michigan, in sbout two years he has built a city
with & uniqae popalation of twelve thonsand, snd rapidly
increasing every day. [t has several fine buildings that
are gems of architecural neatness, of which I may name,
the college, the Elijah Hospital, a grand fire proof hotel
of 630 rooms, Zion City Lace Factory, and the Shilo
Tabernacle. He does a large banking business, and has
a flourishing department store with a post and exprees
bueiness all over the country. Not a foot of the city is
owned by any one except Dowie who is ** monarch of all
he surveys,” The land is leased in iots for eleven hun-
dred years, expiring January 1st., A. D.3000. In the
dream or prophecy of this remarkable man, Zlon City is
only the first of such to be planted all over the world,
"and culminating with their capital in Jernsalem. At this
date of 3000 years he prophesies that the Christian Catho-

lic church will be the one charch of the world, wicked-
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ness be no more, and that Christ in his second coming
will be here and give éternal blessings tosll, In hispur-
chase of the land, in the drafting of the charts of incor-
poration, and the development of every depvartment of
the city of which he {s general manager, he has availed
himeelf of the services of the shrewdest and most com*
petant specialist he could secure The laws of the city
are iron clad, and s» fixed that no change can ever be
made in them, not even by the State Legislature, and by
these laws, these four articles of commerce are for ever
prohibited ; pork, tobacco, intoxicating liquors snd medi-
cal drugs, gambling dens, brewrles, distilleries, honsea of
ill-rame, dance halls and lodge rooms for secret societies
are also prohibited He denounces sickness, drugs and
doctors as the works of the devil, and preaches that all
secret societies, have the same parentage, and that all the
ministers of the world ontside of Zion, belong to the
same fraternity. Recently in this village with two ven-
erable ministers sitting at my side, in a Dowle meeting,
I heard one of his distinguished preachers call all the
preachers of the world outside of Zion liare and scaley-
wags, I will quote a few lines from Dowie sermons,
entitled,‘* Secret Societies Exposed and Condemned,”’
preached in the presence of thousands in hie great
Auditorium in the city of Chicago, which may give an
idea of the style and spirit of the man,

There is not any use fighting over these old battles in
old Jerusalem; we have gotto fight them in Chicago.
(Amen) Ministers preach eloquent sermons about
Panl fighting with beasts at Ephesus. I wish they would
fight with beasts at Chicago.  (Amen).

Lots of beasts here to fight. There is the Roman
beast and the Secret Society beast ; there is the tobacco
beast and whiskey beast; there are all kinds of dirty
beasts rouadahoat Chicago —aot to spesak of the pig
(Laughter).”” Again, ““Nobody comes into Zion who
brings medicine with them, or if they do, either the
medicine go or they go, and no body gets into Zlon who
smells—yon know how, (Laughter) VYom S***kpota!
Yon dirty s***kpota! There is one house you can't get
into. No beerpot or s***kpot can enter Zion home any-
how. You have to go somewhere else.” For the sake
of decency, the stara in place of letters are mine. With
a!l his fanlts multitudes are followlng him in South
America, Europe, Asia, Africa and Aastralla, and I learn
there are a few in my own homeland of Nova Scotia.
Two large familize went from here last week

followers of the prophet
home in Zion

I will close with an extract from a letter just recelved
from a friend of four score years ln Nova -catis, who
for somwe time has followed the doings of the Prophet of
Zion. She writes: ‘' Dowle {s to my mind one of the
sirapgest characters of our time. 1 really take more in
terest in his financial schemes than his religlons ones
but he must be possessed of almost superhuman powers
to swav and coatrol such masses of men andjwomen
both physically and mentally '’

Notth Springfield, Vermont, April 23
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devout
aud now have thelr hearts and

Hamilton Echoes.

Since there has been no notes from the Seminary in
your paper this year, s few lines may not be out of
place, 3

The Seminary year opened September 1ith with an
entering clase of sixteen, The attendance at the Semin-
sry is somewhat smaller this year owing to the number
who bave dropped nut of the present senior class ; but an
average class in the fall will bring us up to our regular
pumber.

There are seven provincial boys in the Seminary this
year: Rev.]. B. Champion, formerly of the Sussex Bap-
tist church, in the senior class; F. O. Erb, W, § Smith,
and E. V. Buchanan in the middle class: A. C. Hors-
man, H.] Perry and the writer in the junior class.

During the year we have listened to a number of lec-
tures glven before the Seminary. Those of especial in-
terest to the writer were one on *‘ Crisis of Evolution’’
and a second in the same conrse, ** Man and Christian-
ity,” delivered by Prof. Johu M. Tyler of Amberst Col-
lege; also three lectures on “‘the Sunday School,” by
Rev. A. H. McKinney, Ph. ID. of New York.

The Patron’s day address for this was delivered by
Pres. Hyde of Bowdoin College on ‘‘Elements of Person-
ality,” in which he set forththe Epicurean, Stoical,
Platonic, Aristotelean and Christian (Love); types of
character that go to make up a strong personality.

Pres, Rhees of Rochester and Pres. Needham of
Colawbian Universicy, Washington, D, C., were presen
as guests of honor at the Patron’s Day.

We were very glad to receive a 'visit from Rev J. H.
Balcom of North Brookfield, N. S., who has been visit-

ing J. C. Whitney of the class of 1go5. Mr. Whitney,
by the way, though not & Province boy, yet we may al-
most claim him, since he is known there, having served
with much acceptance the church at Port Hawkesbury ;

igning only he felyghs y to pursue a
farther course of stady.

Your paper is a welcome visitor to our Reading Room
every week. I regret you have not been able to record a
pastor for Port Elgin ; it is a promising field for an ener-
getic man and I trust something may be done soon.

Yours sincerely,
C. P, CHRISTOPHER,

April 22,
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