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Historic Creeds and Baptist Churches.

BY R, 5, MACARTHUR, D, D.

An address delivered before thie Baptist
Peoples’ Union, Montreal, Peb. 17th, 1898,
Mr.'President and Christian Friends :

Coming from the land of my adoption to the land of
my birth to address 'you in this most interesting conven-
tion, conflicting emotions fill my heart,- Here are the
graves of my kindred dead, and here the homes of my
kindred living. Here as a boy I gave my heart and life
to Jesus Christ as my Saviour and Lord ; and here I gave
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i SOME AUTHORITIES.

Luther says: “ It cannot be proved by the sacred
Scriptures that infant baptism was instituted by Christ,
or begun by the first Christians after the Apostles,”
Neander says | ' Baptism was at first administered only
to adults, as men were accustomed to.conceive of baptism
and_ faith as closely conpected. We have all reason for
not deriving infint baptistm from apostolic institution,”
Prof, Lange says: ‘' All attempts to make our infant
baptism from the New Testament fail, It is totally
appo.ed to the spirit of the apostolic age, and to the fun-

principles of the New Testament.” Dr. Hanna

- my Qutluuiutic loyalty to the Baptist d ination as
P ng the teachings of the New Testament reprd-
ing the mbject and the actof baptism. With larger
experience, riper age, and broader opportunity for know-
ledge, 1 emphatically reaffirm the convictions of my
boyhood. The battle regarding the meaning of the word
baptisin has been fought, and the victory has been won.
No scholar in Germany, Britain, America, or in any part
of the world, can deny the Baptist view regarding that
woid without impugning his own scholarship. Linguis-
tic science, church history, ecclesiastical art, and  New
Testament interpretation, alike by the profoundest
scholars and the humblest Christians, emphatically teach
that believers are the Scriptural subjects of baptism and
that immiersion is the Scriptural baptism.  Baptism is the
great apostolic and catholic ordinence. Thus do I con-
gratulate you that we are in line with the most advanced
scholarship of the day in the views we hold and the
ordinances we observe,

1 congratulate you also that we belong to & great and
growing d I fine my at this
poiut to the United States, as | am more familiar with the
facts in that land. In 1870 the population of the United
States was about 38,000,000, and the number of Baptists
at that time was, in round figures, 1,500,000, The. popu-
lation of that couutry today is about 70,000,000, but the
total membership in Baptist churches, not including
seven or eight bodies that are Baptist but not in full
membership with us, is pearly 4,000,000, The United
States is probably the most rapidly growing country in
the world, yet its population will not double since 1870
for perhaps ten years more, but the number of Baptists
has already incressed more than two and a half times
during this period. it is thus seen that Baptists are
growing more rapidly than is the population of the
country ; and Baptists receive almost no growth from
immigration, as do Romanists, Lutherans, Episcopalians
and Preshyterians. If the stream of immigmtion were
cut off, it is extremely doubtful whether the Roman
church would long hold its own in the United States,

BAPTIST STATISTICS.
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The net gain of Baptists last year was 110,000 ; we gain
more than 1,000 churches esch year, and from Soo to
1,000 ministers each year. We have now, as slready
stated, nearly four million members of Baptist churches;
we bhave 41,000 church organizations, 28,000 ordained
ministers, seven theological seminaries, with $3,500,000
of property ; 27 educations] institutions for women, with
$1,500,000 property ; 51 seminaries and academies, with
$3,000,000 worth of property, and 36 universities and
colleges, with $16,000,000 worth of property; and we
have 130 periodicals devoting their strength to the good
of men and the glory of God. There are not fewer than
12,000,000 of - the population who are identified with our
churches or congregations as members or attendants ;
while boastful Romapism has only 7,800,000 in its whole
constituency. It ig thus seen that full 7 one-sixth of the
entire population of the United States is either members
or adherents of Baptist churches. In 1784 there was but
one Baptist in our country to 92 of the population ; in
1810, 1 t0.42; in 1840, 1 to 30; in 1860, I to 22, and
today there is 1 to about 17. The value of our church
proper is not less than $80,000,000. We have in recent
years made remarkable strides in the direction of higher
education, probably no church of any name having given
so,much money to colleges and universities during the
last quarter of a century as have Baptists.

INFANT BAPTISM.

1 congratulate you also that asa deuominnuon‘we
make the Word of God our only rule of faith lnd prac-
tice. 'We consistently adopt the fi of

says : “Scripture knows nothing of the baptism of in-
fants.”” Prof. Lange’s words are weighty, and should be
carefully pondered by Protestant defenders of this Papal
emanation, when he further says: ‘ Would the Protest-
ant church fulfil and attain to its final destiny, the bap-
tism of new-born children must of necessity be abolished.
1t has sunk down to 8 mere formality, without any mean-
ing for the child."”

1f we do not accept the dictum of Chillingworth, what
authority shall we adopt? Shall we accept the historic
creeds as our guide? What men formulated in one cer-
tury other men can oppose in another century. The
manner in which most of the so-called historic creeds
were formulated tends greatly to rob them of authority.’
They were, for the most part, mere compromises between
contending parties ; they are therefore entitled only to
the suthority of such wmpromheu. The more we know
of the cf of their formnlation, the less im-
portance are we disposed to attach to their affirmation.
Let us examine some of these leading creeds in their
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guish between Christians on the one hand, and Jews and
Pagans on the other ; but no creed ought ever to be the
rule of faith. That position and, uthmlty belong to the
B{bledou

m ‘NICENE Clllb«
’to,ﬁo )llalm frud 1ot nrkﬁ objections may be
The qﬁa tend greatly to

lessen, the suthority of its mtemuu. We know that
the controversies regarding the person and work of
Christ which began in the second century were prolonged
into the third and fourth centuries under various phases
of belief, and forms of statement,

INVOLVED IN OBSCURITY,

It is also true that the Nicene Creed does not now ap-
pear in its original form ; and '.hehMory of many of its
later el is i "hl ity. Whether
they are to be attributed to, lhc Niueno—-cmnndnopoh
tan Council is not me-lly known even by the most
careful investigators, Some affirm that the emlarged
creed appears in a work written before the meeting of the
latter council. The exact facts probably never will be
known. It must be admitted also that these creeds are
not, to any great degree, conservators of doctrine ; they
are often devisive rather than unitive. The Nicene Creed
did not stop the sway of Arianism even at that time ; it
magnified, and in a certain sense dignified, Arianism,and
led, for a time at least, to its more rapid spread. Creeds
are not conservative of doctrine in England or America
today. The churches whose creeds are longest and
strongest differ more among themselves as to their faith
and practice than do churches in which there is no
creed, in the technical semse of that term, This

:d': Lmidlym‘a'(:.‘ ot fhe“ oﬂ‘;‘:,b:m::: is not the expression of an opinion, it is not
i " i v, the f lati of an argument; it is simply
creed rises to the dignity of that title. It is tha R e e

in this brief review to go into all historical details, but.
the sallent features of these creeds and the manner in
which they were prepared can be presented even iuan
address of this character,

‘' THE APOSTLKS' CRERD."

The so-called Aposties’ Creed, or Symbolum Apostoli-
cum, isan early sustmary of the Christian faith with
mont of whose statements most of us are heartily agreed.
We fully appreciate the high praise which Augustine
gives it It is to be  highly esteemed,
as & compendium of doctrine, for 'its jntrinsic
worth and for the veneration in which it has been so long
and 80 deservedly held by many bodies of Christians,
One can almost agree with Dr. Schafl, when he says that
though itis, ** not in form the production of the Aposties,
it in & falthful compend of their doctrines, and compre
tends the leading articles of faith in the Triune God and
His revelation, from the life everlasting, in sablime
simplicity, in unsurpassable brevity, in the most besuti-
ful ondet, and with lturgical solemnity ; and w0 this day
it is the common bond of Greek, Roman and Hvangelical
Christendom.” We object, however, to ita title. Itis
pot, in any vatural sense of the word, the Aposties’
Creed. It never ought to have been called by this name.
This title is an example of what has been ealled a “plous
frand.” The most that can be claimed for the title
' Aposties’ Creed” is that it fairly represents the ficts of
Christian faith as taught by the Aposties, We also know
well that the clauses relating to the descent into hell and
to the communion of saints, are of later origin than the
other portions of this creed, It may be afirmed that the
so-called Apostles’ Creed was substantiatly in existence
from the end of the fourth century ; but in its completed
form it cannot be traced to a period earlier than about
the middle of the eighth century, If this statement be
correct, then it is about four centuries later in its present
form than the earlier forms of the Nicene Creed. The
clause ‘* He descended into hell,” is one whose origin is
involved in great doubt, and whose tuchlngl are not
accepted by many devout believers and prof:

We know that an alternative form h suggested, and if
that form were universally adqpted, fewer critici
would be pronounced upon this confessedly beautiful
compend of doctrine,

AN OBJECTIONABLE CLAUSE.
But it would be much better entirely to 6mit this objec-

Chillingworth, ** The Bible, the whole Bible, lnd noth-
ing but the Bible, the religion of Protestantism. Histori-
cally, Baptists are not Protestants; they never were
organically in the Roman church, and so never were

obliged to protest asa body against its grievous errors.

Doctrinally, they are the most consistent of all Protest-
ants. The moment a church observes infant baptism it
. leaves the rank of consistent Protestants and passes over
into the camp of the Romanists. There is neither a com-
mand for nor an ple of infant bap in the New
Testament ; and when it is observed as a church ordin-
ance the pnndple of the R hurch,

Soat dt el

iquable clause. It is based ona passage of Scripture
whose interpretation is extremely doubtful. It adds
nothing valuable to the thoughts expressed by the asso-
ciated clauses. It is quite unnecessary to state—especi-
ally as the Scripture is donbtful on the point—where our
Lord was between His crucifi and Thus
a few changes and omissions wonld grutly add to the
value of this creed for popular use ; and such changes
have been made in the Peoples’ Wonhip and Pualter, of
which volume your speaker is an editor. Men today sre
quite as P to make needed changes in creeds as
were those who made other changes through several

g the
traditions of men for the teachings of the Bible, is i-uo-»

duced and guized. Great anthorities of many de-
nomimtioummdﬂybeqnbtedendotdngmhvbwd
of infant b

ri We can do our thinking today quite as well
as other men did tbeirs in their day. Each age must do
its own thinking. The tendency is to give the truths
hnghtby Christ precise dogmatic statements, u-
lations of Christian
Christian ¢
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Creed, moreover, is in some of its parts too abstruse, too
metaphysical and philosophical for general adoption, It
is difficult for any man to give s clear interpretation of
some of its expressions. There may be doubt as to
whether the form in which it appears in Euglish properly
represents the thought of the original, but the interpre
tation, after a true transiation has been made, is much
more difficult than the translation itself. It would puzzle
any teacher of religion to make an explanatory statement
of soine clauses in this creed which would be intelligible
to the minds of | t thinkers .and inexperienced
bellevers, or éven to - those of maturity and experience
That creeds have their use we do ot for a moment devy
but that they shouid be thus thrust between the Christian
and his Bible we do not for & moment believe, Whateve:
tends to dethrone, or even disparage, the Word of God i
50 far'to be rejecied. Weare unable to see the advantag
of emphasising the value of elaborate creeds. We capno
discover their practica)] use in Christian life and work
and we know that in many instances they have divided
the church when a siwple statement of God's Word wou'!
have united God's people, It is often much more difficul!
s alresdy suggested, to luterpret the creeds than t.
interpret the Scriptures on which thelr statements a:«
supposed 1o be based. The Nicene Creed did ndt settlc
the contradictory opinions lu the church st that time
Eapeciall was the doctrine of the person of Christ
immediately disputed by the Arlans, the semi-Arians an
Eusébians, There was also differencé of opinion as i
whether or not the Holy Spirit was created by the Father
Beveral Synods met, but falled to sgree upon any state

ment regarding these and other matters, The result was
that certain additions to the Nicene Creed were adopted
at the Council of Constantinople, A. D. 381, -Not until
the fifth century were the words '‘and from the Son’
(Fillioque) added, The Fiifiogue clause was adopted by
the Western church at the Council of Toledo in the yes:
589 ; but this creed has remained without this clanse as the
Ecumenical Creed of the Bastern church. The fact is,
in proportion as creeds becoffte inclusive ihey also becom«
exclusive, They are, therefore; as was said before
divisive rather than unitive,

THE ATHANASIAN CREED,

The so-called Athanasian Creed, or the Symbolum
Quicungne, as it is often. called, is known as one of the
three great creeds of the church, but no intelligent
student now supposes that it was prepared by Athasasius,
the famous father of the fourth century, whose name it
bears, -He himself nowhere mentions it in any of the old
MSS. of his works ; neither do sny of his contemporaries
or writers hmodhﬁely following him. Prominent men
of the Church of England, while adopting the creed as »
wbok strongly ' disspprove of its damnatory' clauses.
These dsmunatory clsuses are guite shocking-in their
severity and assumption ; indeed, they are Jittle less than
blm ‘Itis difficult to gonceive how uninspired
men dare so pronounce condemnation upon their fellov-
men, Rather than be obliged to recite such creeds, many
excellent Christian men would become open infidels;
mmma such thaﬂﬁpﬁynn
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