¢ ()
fMessenger and Visitor

The Maritime Baptist Publishing Company Ltd.

Publishers and Proprietora.

8, MeC. BLACK, R
A. H, CHIPMAN,

85 Germain Street, St John, N. B,

- - EDITOR,
BusiNksSS MANAGER,

Printed by PATERSON & €O,; 02 Germain St.
* kR %

The Resurrection.

We can never make too much of the doctrine and
the faét of the Resurrection. The Light of this
world is Jesus Christ, and the demonstration of the
truth that He is the world's light is in His victory
over death, Heis declared to be the Son of God
with power by His resurrection from the dead, He
who was dead and is alive forevermore has the keys
of Death and Hades. He has opened for men a door
of hope which nome can shut, a pathway of life
never to be closed. He is Lord of all,—lord of Life
and Lord of death’; and nothing in life, nothing in
death, shall destroy those who believe in Him or
separate them from the Divine Life and Love, If
He were not the Lord of Life He could not be the
Light of the world. * In Him was, life; and the
life was the light of men."  Thére was life in Him,—
a life divipe that was pure in the midst of unclean-
ness, true in the midst of falsehood and unrighteous..
ness, loving in the midst of selfishness, full of
charity when opposed by bigotry and hate, - calm
and.strong under the cruelest of sufferings, steadfast
and faithful even unto death,—life that in His
resurrection from the dead trivmphantly demon-
strated His divipity and brought “immortality to
light for every beligver in Christ,

The inspiring idea of immortality which men had
wished to believe true, which some of the world's
wise men had rejected as an empty dream and some
had held with a more or less faltering trust, has now
in Christ's gospel hlossomed into glarious certainty
and become the inspiration of all Christian lives,

¢ Christ is arisen ! Christ is ariden ! ' men say tp
one another Arisen ! ' do we know what that
The one invincible power of the world
I'he one inevitable fate of man avoided !
ind then laid aside like a cup that the

means ?
conquered
Death tasted

Tips would not drink! The most inexorsble of
natural laws as we chll them broken through! Life
and divinity claiming their preemiinence These
are ‘stupendous thoughts.  And yet our souls are
holding them to-da Ihe very children have taken
these stupendous thoughts into their simple minds
They have beén made real to us threugh the personal
experience of Christ whom we fove, and they have
been translated by our own instingd and  the
prophecies of our own needs. It Is ta'those who

have gone up the path to the smpty tomb, Ml of
love for Jusus, that the great truth of His resurve®ion
own traest longings have
und clear

hax been shown and thelr
beenn made heantiful
and the Resurrection was the kevnote of
this age needs the

truth which it set torth no less
But there may be much display of
much singing of Easter anthems and
the preaching of many Haster sermons without any
very real or effective presentation of the risen Chivist.
The preaching which is effective is that which pro-
claims the truth by the life as well ‘as by the lips.
What the world needs to-day above all things is that
those who profess fellowship with the risen Christ
should realize that profession in their lives. ‘‘If ye
then be risen with: Christ, seek those things which
are above where Christ sitteth on the right hand of
God..' What we want to understand and make
manifest is that the He who was“crucified is alive
foreverniore, seated upon a throne of eternal power,
Conqueror of death and Deliverer-of those who
through fear of death were subject to bondage. If

Jesus
the
preaching and the
than did theirs
Raster flowers

aposties’ preaching and

wer\n grasp of & vital faith, we .shall not be
g here amoug the things which perish as if
@ existence began and ended in this present
shall rather be looking upon the present

‘we can lay hold of this dotrine with the strony’

as & preparation for an immeasurably vicher life
beyond; we shall be looking forward to a fuller
participation. in the fruits of our Lord's victory with
that eager-heartéd desire with which the boy antici-
pates his manhood. - Oh, that everything dead and
formal might go out of our creed, out of our life, out

of our heart to-day ! He is alive { D& you believe

it? What are you dreary for, O mourner? What = home among brethren, The'spirit that pervaded it

are you hesitating for, O worker? What are you
fearing death for, O man? Oh if we could only H
up our heads and live with Him ; live new lives,
hign lives, lives of hope and love and holiness, to
which death:should be nothing buf the breaking
away of the last cloud, and the lemnx of the life out
to its completion, "

Tthospelm Anﬁoch

It has been seen already in connection with some
of the Rible lessons of the present year, how that the
persecution which arose about Stephen and the scat-
tering of the Christian community at Jerusalem
resulted in the spreading abroad of the Gospel and
its increasing fruitfulness, and not in its extinction
as the persecutors had hoped. The free flowing tide
of Christianity could not be pent up within the nar-
row channels of Judaism. < The new life could not
be sacrificed to the ancient forms. The bird must
come to life and flight and song, whatever might
become of the shell which had protected its embryo
life. Jesus in His teaching and His living was al-
ways putting the emphasis upon the Spirit and the
life,rather than on the forms and the more fully men
enter into the fellowship of Christ the more will
they recognize the unity of the Spirit, aud the less
willing will they be that forms and ceremonies
should continue to be walls of partiticn between
them,

Many of the first Christian converts were foreign
born Jews, who were residing either temiporarily or
permanently at Jerusalem. These being driven forth
by the persecution naturally sought those countries
and cities where they had previously lived, or with
which they had become acquainted. As they went
forth -they preached Jesus as the crucified and risen
Christ. At first they preached to Jews only, because
as Jews their fellowship was with their-own people,
and because they had not yet learned the fullness of
the truth concerning Jeésus, nor understood that
Israel's Messiah was also the Light of the World,
But some of these preachers—men of Cyprus and
Cyrene—-having come to Antioch, find themselves
preaching to the Greeks, [It seems evident from
Luke's narrative that Gentiled and not Grecian Jews
are meant.] How they were led to do this we are
not told ; but they were men doubtiess who had
somewhat more fellowship for Gentiles, and a some-
what less scrupulous regard for the teachings and
teaditions of the Jowish Elders than had the home-
born Jews. They had loarned of Christ, they had
been energined by His Spirit, and their idess as te
neighborship had doubtless been enlarged. The
love 6f God had been shed abroad in thelr hearts,
they saw and felt that the Gentile, as well as the
Jew, needed & Saviour, and seeing thelr Gestile
fellowman fallen among thieves, lying wounded
and hall dead by the wayside, they felt constrained
to show themuelves neighbors to kim by giving him
the Gospel. The result ahﬂwmi that in this they
Irad not been migled, for “The hand of the Lard
was with them ; and a great multitude that btlhv«l
turned unto the Lord, ™

There is an important practical lesson in this re.
sult of Christian preaching in Antioch.  These men
who were honored as the instruments of gathering
the first .Gentile church were not apostles, nor were
they, so far as we know, ordained ministers of the
churelh. They were men who had obeyed the in.
junction,  Let him that heareth say ‘Come.’
’rhcy had gone into the world and preached \he
GospRl, and the divine blessing liad rested richly
upon their efforts ; ** the hand of the Lord was with
them." It is in this way the blessings of the Gos-
pel are extended. Those who have experienced its
blessings tell it to others, and the story of Jesus and
His resurrection, told out of a héart full of love to

God, even though the lips that tell it be not learned
or , 18 never told in vain.
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brother, even though he might have been disap.
pointed in him, He was humble and sincere, and
was not unwilling to bring in a greater man to work .
by his side, if thereby the cause of Christ and the
church could be served. So we see him journeying
away to Tarsus to bring Paul to Antioch. The
Barriabases are, in a human sense, the salvation of
the world, There are not many Pauls, but men of |
the Barnabas type are found in every land ‘and age,
men of faith, sons of exhortation, made glad by
every triumph of the truth, and always earnestly
laboring to make the work of the Pauls possible and
effective.
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Editorial Notes.

~Qn the evening of April 1st about fifty pastors
and other brethren, representing the Baptist churches
of Brooklyn, N. V., met at one of the Baptist homes
of the city to confer in reference to the best method
of prosecuting the plan for the payment of the debts
of the Missionary Union and Home Mission Society.
Deep interest was manifested in the cause of Mis.
sions and in-the success of the endeavor to supple-
ment Mr, Rockefeller's gift with the amount
necessary to free the societies from debt. As a
pledgeof the genuineness of the interest expressed,
pledges were given at the meeting amounting to
$12,000,

~-One incidental result of the war fever in Greece
will be much regretted by all scholars and hy many
persons who do not count themselves in the list of
scholars, Lut who had come fo entertain an eager
anticipation as to the results of excavations which

were to have heen pushed forward in Corinth by [ 1111\ e sebariac Lromer
the American School it Athens.’ The excavations other's

projected for the year would have involved the pur- -
‘chase of valuableland and a considerable under
:::xut;:.wk ::d!hﬁmk Government has
no to give to expropriating land and
superintending operations.  There would also be
groat difficulty in obtaining laborers owing to the
great demand for men ii. the srmy.
~It In reported from Ottawa that the Govern
ment Bill to provide for the taking of & plebiscitc o
the question of prohibition will be in fadt & prohibi
tion bill to hecome Taw If1t shall be sndorsed ot the
polls by « wajority of the elodtors in sach ' of the
provinces. It is stated that the vote will probably
be taken in connedtion with the municipal electivns
in ench of the provinces, 1f so the eleftion would
not be: held simultansously over the whale Dowin:
fon. It s farther intimated that the bill may e s
framed that an affirmative vote on the plebiscite in
all the would have the effed of bringing
the Scott A® into force in all parta of the Dominion.

~Senator Hoar of Massachusetts feels hurt at the
criticism which the (once) honorable bady of which
heisa member has attracted to itself from many
quarters, He has published an on the sub-
ject in the Forum, in which he charges that this
criticism proceeds from persons white and
_clean hands, part their hairin the middle, write ex:
cellent’ Bnglish aud have a knowledge of foreign
languages. Muonm
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