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BIBLE LESSDNS

STUDIES IN MARK.
First Quarter.

Lesson X. Mark 0: 3342,

Mareh 16,
THE CHILDLIKE SPIRIT

GOLVEN TEXT.
Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom
of God as alittle child, he shall not enter
therein.—Mark 10:

RXPLANATORY.

I. Tur Kixopox or Heavex axo irs
Prixaipirs.  The disciples were continu
ally thinking of the new Kingdom which
their Master was so soon to establish.
But their plans, their hopes, their ambi
tions, were wrong, because they mistun-
derstood the nature of the Kingdom of
Heaven. They were secking the wrong
things, they were Fu ing in & wrong direc-
tion, toward a werldly gingdom, outdazal-
ing Solomon in all his. glor\ ;3 with
different ranks, and grades of officers,
ruling over others; with honors, and
riches, and high places.

Keeping this in view we can best
understand the lesson for to-day, how in
their dispute the disciples were goin,
directly away from -the I\m%dﬂm, anc
that Jesus' method was the only possible
way of entering His Kingdom, or having
power therein.

II. Fause Ipkas or gxtERING TAE KINO-
poM. 33. And He came to Capernaum:
from Cesarea Philippi. Jesus had been
absent from Capernaum nor far from
five months. And being in the house.
The house was probably that of Peter
(Matt, 17: 23), and so the child may have
been Peter's child. He asked them, What
was it that ye disputed (or, argued, s
cussed) by the way? They had apparent-
ly fallen behind Jesus, and by themselves
fallen into a warm discussion.

34. But they held their peace. Deep
shame kept them silent,’and that silence
was the most eloquent confession of their

15.

sinful ambitions, Whe should be the
greatest. Who should ocoupy the chief
position under the King.

Tk - SEEKING ' Spiir  leads  to
Satan's kingdom, not to Christ's, " It is
the spirit of holl, not of Heaven. It be

gets evils innumerable, and sorrows un
speakablo.

Bur pisrivovisu between the strong
desire to improve, to have. larze useful
ness, to grow in holiness. and love ; and
the desire to have moro honor and
power, or even to be better than others.
To do the very best we can ineverything,
is our duty.

L Tus Trer Way or EXTERING THE
Kivopos. 35. At this point probably
came the question of |‘ disciples as
given in Matt. 18; F:  After being silent
for a time, some of the disciples asked
Jesus to settle the dispute and tell them,
“Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of
Heaven?"  And He sat down As
tenchers did while tdaching. The lesson
which touched the fundamental prin
ciples of the Christian life was impressed
formally and with all solemnity.  And
called the twelee. To come close to Hun
He wanted all of them to hear Him. If
last of all. Simply because the deste 1o ba
first, selfsceking, is exactly opposite to
the \]Iun( which is tho law of Christ's
Kingdom, the Spirit of love, of self-denial,
of helpfulness of others, of humility,
Therefore the more any one has of the
desire to be first, the less he has of
Chirist's Kingdom. 8o that the very de
sire to be first makes him last by the
very nature of things. And servant of
all. Not in tho voluntary service, whic
leads higher, but in the forced service,
which is degradation. Despotism, self
slave,

Ax Owsgcr Lussox, 36, And He took
a child. Matthew says Jesun called the
ohild : therefore it was old enough to
walk. Set him in the midst. As an illus
tration ; as & living parable. “An inei-
dental indorsement of object teaching in
morals. And when He had taken him in
His arms : or enfolded His arms around
him in loving embrace; showing His
sympathy with childhood, and His love
for children.

37, Whosoever shall receive one of such
children. Welcome, show kindpess to.
This receiving is explamed in Matthew
(18: 5). “Whosoeyer shall humble him
self as this little cbild,” receiving this
childlike spirit into his own nature.

Tur CumiwoLike Seimir—Not  sinless-
ness, for no children are sinless. They
all need to be saved from being lost, as
we see a little further on (vers, 11, 14).
And if none but the sinless could enter
the kingdom of heaven, that kingdom,
on earth, would be empty. e meaning
is, You must have those qualities which
are characteristic of childhood, which
make the ideal childbood. As Dr. Robin-
son puts it, “ What you would have your
child be to you, that be yourself to God.”
These qualities are: (i) humility; (2)
freedom from ambition, rivalry, or jeal
ousy; (3) tender and graciousaffection ;
“@ Eu—foct trust ; (5) obedience; (6) 4
teac tbln(»pmt, (') _unworldliness ; (8)
ions of rank
and wealth. R«mell Me. (1) Has
taken iato his heart my spirit, the char-
soteristica which I love and which make
me what I am. (2) He shall be ac-
oepted as having done me a favor in my
representative.  Receiveth not Me, but

tim that sent Me.- Not me only. Not
me as separated from the Father. The
man's action does not find its terminus
in Christ. It goes farther, and termin.
ates on the Great Father. So that the
will of him who receives Christ is in har
mony with the [nfimite Will £

IV, Oxx Way, svr Maxny_Conraxies
48, An " ans

Warkive Tusmmy,

despair. . And Ae followeth notus. F

he did not follow Jesus umofl
attendants and pupile (Luke ©: 49); and
secondly, he did not follow the  twelve”
a8 one oocul & & subordinate position
to . Note the we. It is the point
at which the spirit of oxclusiveness and
intolerance crops out. And we forbade

“ Ah, you sent tur bnn?“ said the pA-
tor,

“Do you think he'd come if we didn't
send hr him? How'd ho know Maria|
was siok *" replied the mother, looking ,
at the paator though she pitied his

stupid!
“Do Wy for thehahysician
wheil you want him 1" asked the “pastor
ki

s man have the humble, ehildlike spirit ?
Could such an ene receive Christ

39. Forbid Aim not. It was not the
disciple’s businoss to interfore with the
liberty of other people, who had as good
s right to serve . Christ in their way a |
the disciples had in theirs. Ile peither |
praises nor blames him for l‘nllnwmr an
indopendent course. He simply deolares
that he must not be forbi -(nn. For
there iz no man (no one, not merely no
man) which shall do a miracle—a mighty
work (not merely a mirnole)—that can
lightly (hastily, easily) speak evil of me.
The work he has done in Christ's name
will -itself prevent him from forthwith
using an influence against Chriat.

Ox Oxt Siok ok TiE Oruge. 40, For
he thal is mot against wa is on dur part.
Note the social ws. The Saviour gra
ciously associates the disciples with him-
self. “Thers is no belt or borderland be-
tween right and wrong.  He who 1s not
good is bad ; but he who is pot bad is
ood. Every one ia either for Christ or
n ainst Him; peutrality is impossible.
Therefore (1) let him that is not com-
sciously working for Christ, beware lest
he be found working against Him.

V. Amive Orugrs 1o Exrtex tim
Kivepos. “41. For: Gently resuming bis
discourse—the child yet nestling in his
arms and furnishing the text for his re-
marks. For whosoever shall give you &
.cup of water. Here meéntioned as the
cheapest of all bodily refreshments, and
therefore suitable torepresent the small-
est act of kindness done by man to man.
In my:name. With this motive, because
he belongs to Christ; with the desire to
serve Christ and honor Him, and express
his love to Him. He shall not lose his
reward. Not thatthe reward is payment
for merit, but that the reception of the
Lord in His humble servants has its
fitting end in His glory.

Note (1) that the essential element
which is rewarded is thé love of Christ
and devotion to Him. (2) What a splen
did opportunity opens here for us to do
that whiok our learts often prompt us,
some act of persopal devotion and love

Aim, Hindered him, so far as Hlaming |
him, and on the sband ] with y ildn
of the exercise of his gift; Could such “Waell, | declare!” exclaimed Mrs.

Minty, ﬂ\n.u do you sk such queations
a lhal fort"

“1 did not know," said the pastor
“hat that ax you expected the clergyman
to find out as best he could that your
daughter was sick, withagit sending for |
him, you might do the same with the
physician,”

Something bad been gradually dawning
upon the mind of Mrs. Minty, which the
Inst words of the pastor, uttered with in-
imitable good naturo, resolved into a full
intelleotual surmise. Her severe face
relaxed intoa broad smile. “Ia, [ sce!”
she oxclaimed. “I thought them was
mighty queer questions. Well, [ guess |
had ought to ba' sent for you, too, seeing
as how | sent for the doctor. And you
didn’t know Maria was siok 7"

“No," obgorved the pastor,” “ If [ had,
I should eertamnly have called before this.
1 acoidently heard of her illness this
morning for the first time.”

“ Well, really, I hope you'll excuse mel
Step this way ; Maria's in the back room ;
she'll be all sorts of glad to see you!”
Selected.

el
In answer to causal question,

How easy and truthful'to tell it's
A cure for the worst indigestion,
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u night and hroken u( your ‘rest by
ohitld sufforing and erying with pain of
ting Teeth? If so send at onee and &
botlle of * Mra. Windlow's Boothing Syr
for Children Toething. Its value ix fncale
ble. It will relieve tho poor liitle sufferor
immediatoly. Dopend upon it, mothers b
1% no m bout t cares Dyscnt

and_ Diarchone, rokulaten o Bomach

Bowaels, cures W ind

reduce
energ

to Jesus, We would express our grati
tude to Him personally, (3) This direct
transtiguro all our daily lives with the
radiance of heaven

VI. Hixpgriyo
ixo ror  Kixapow

Ornees ynon  Exvan

42, And whosoever
shall offend: emise to stumble, or fall
into siu,  One of these litile ones that |
believe in me: the weakest and feablest
of God's flock, not merely the ohildrew,
but the little ones, in intelleatual nnl
spiritual power and in eoclesinstiond
tion and earthly honor. ‘The little on
still nestling in Jesus' arme

Orrexpine vag  Larviw Oxes r
Lord does not mean “vexing them.
“making them angry illusing them,

but “tempting nr.{.m ding them into evil
In school the temptation s to idlene
to extravaganoe, and breach of seho
regulations. Thore are many other ways
such as tempting to lis, to deink iy
toxicating drinks, suggesting relyiags

monring ot striotness of ‘Nﬂ»hib“n‘ﬂ'

ing and obedience to parents. I is bat
ter for him that a millstone. Were
hanged about his neck, ate We are

taken in immgination, into the prasence
of n certain dreadful scens \larl L
millstono attached to a man's neck
fastening, passing through the central
‘.mhvrunun of the stone, s mada secure
tis o sad sight.  Yet, turning from an
other soena, we . sny “This is better

the Y‘” of a adducer, and entin
childlike follower of Jesus

were cast info (he sea; which was mnnn
sight. It is better to die & thousand
denths than to lead another iuto sinsud
thus to murder Ain voul. The offender
is ropresented’ an gaining a millstone,
but by that gain losing his life

-

The Pastor's Call.

‘Geod umrmng Mr- Minty 1" ob-

bis knock.

The door seemed to have a surly way
with it, and opened scarcely wide enough
to let the pastor in, although Mrs. Minty
invitod him to enter, and brushing some
invisible dust from & chair with  her
apron, asked him to sit down,

The pastor saw at a glance that Mrs.
Minty was not pleased, but ho could not
surmise what was the matter. He had
accidentally heard that day of the sick-
ness of her daughter, and at the first o,
(\orlumly called to see the young pg

t seeming to notice the mother's man-
ner, h he said, I hear that Miss Maria is
sic.

“Yes! and she might ha’ died for all
she's seen of you!" replisd Mrs. Min!
with_an energy that almost shook the
pui’?r out of snu seat. The pastor was a
meck man,and overlooking the readinesg
of her reply, he asked, '¥How long has
she been sick ?”

“Two weeks, and over,"
mother.

“Have yuu had & physician?” in-
quired the pas

“Had a ph ncmn? What a question!
Why, the girl has been almost _dead! 1
wonder you got here before she was
dead! Had & physician 1"

These lnst words Mrs. Minty fairl
ground out between her toeth with ill-
suppressed scorn. It now became evi-
dent that Mre. Minty, on oach day of
her daughter's sickngss,and the pastor's
delay in ocalling, hiid added to her
wnl{x, uld it had now ruohod a m
that

said the

wered Him : i.e, John's
suggosted by the above -utnn{ont n!
Jowus. Awx if he had said, How about s
man we met a while ago; did be receive
L u, and did we nos receive you in for

n| hizn? We saw one. Ho must
have been & disol; of Christ, who was
enabled by his y you without a com

mission, t6 oure L Oasting
oud doeils tnthy novws.~ Tomily, snd not

i » wrong apl dldtlu Jowish ox
orolsts (Aots 19 mu), it was done
i thy name. sa this man

Hunh
bekaved I-hh-.-nhq-u not have
used bie pame. Thiy were fellow-work
ors with him, for they were seeking to
nnno the souls of men from frenxy and

m,m The pastor resolved to tey ﬁo
former first.

“Ah! you have bad & physician 1" he
ohﬁ.’rvn. “How did be happen to
onll 7"

“(Tlow did he happen to cull? Well,
did any one ever hear such a question
o8 that 1"

L Parhaps some ome teld hm Klu
Makia was uuk, or perhaps he
Puh. and roppd in," nnlorjwhd

“

and personal servico of Jesus tends to |

The |

I
is better than that the man should wet |

Ae|

served the pastor,as the door opened to |
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