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{one Statesman of 1914 Contends That if Existing|

Machinery Had Been
Would Have Gone In
War.

Available Then, Nations

to Conference Instead of

(Arthtr Sweetser in New York Evening
Post.)

Sir Edward Grey declares there would

have been no world war in 1914 if the

machinery provided in the League of Na-

tions had been in existence.

Sir Edward Grey knows. More than
any other man he strove to prevent the
catastrophg. More than any other man
he had his finger on the pulse of the
world in these humid, desperate days of
late July and early August when the
world was shooting down to Armaged-
don, blissfully unconscious of its fate.
Such a statement from him is startling.
It immediately challenges proof or dis-
proof.

Most emphatically Sir Edward Grey
does not mean that the league is a
panacea for all our ills or that it will
suddenly throw a spirit of righteousness
and unselfishness over men’s minds
which will make so sordid a thing as
war a spiritual impossibility. Human
nature runs too deep for that. What he
does mean, however, is that the war
came into being largely by default, be-
cause the forces of negotiation and
peaceful settlement marshalled against
it suddenly collapsed under the unpre-
cedented pressure and allowed all the
rest of the world to cave in behind
them.

Sometimes we take a course of action
not because it is the course which by
sheer desire we should select to take,
but because it is the only course open to
us to take. In other words, we some-
times get ourselves in{o a blind alley,
where all doors were closed except that
to war. What Sir Edward Grey means
is that the League of Nations, if it had
existed, would have opened several other
doors of escape out of the Austro-Ser-
bian embroglio.

1 well remember how in those same
August days I found myself swept
along in that vast Niagara of men, guns,
automobile trucks, soup kitchens and all
the other paraphernalia of war which
surged over northern France in the
greatest concerted military move in his-
tory up to the time of America’s crusade
to Europe. I had seen the French and
British armies and was now with the
German. Borne on over hills and dales,
watching the French peasants and the
German invaders, seeing the little hu-
man relationships that could not but
crop up even against the background of
flaming villages and mangled bodies, the
one great, never resting wonder which
churned about in my mind was why an
sssassin’s bullet in a far-off, desolate
Belkan town should have so disrupted
all these peaceful lives, have torn the
Germans out of their shops and factor-
jes and schools, have thrown them pell-
mell across a friendly state in an orgy
of blood, have uprooted the sluggish
French peasantly and left these helpless,
dumb-eyed women and children cower-
ing under the scourge of the conqueror.

1t was a colossal human tragedy. Not
a fragment of these people desired it,
even knew it was coming. They were
but its unseeing victims, caught up in
all its horrors by forces they had not

_fearned to control. Why, why, why,
kept Pinging in my mind. I realized
perfectly well that an evil philosophy
had been rampant in Germany; that a
tiny minority of misguided men had
wormed their way up to the top and
poisoned the wells of German super-
policy, but even these facts did not

give me the answer as to why the peo-

ples of these countries, the intelligent,
big hearted, earnest, friendly masses,
should have tolerated a condition from
which war was the only issue.

The picture of those fatal days of
pegotiation returned. I could see great

masses of people which we call nations, |

dull, inert, unseeing, with a tiny fever
gpot burning in several of them, a spot
where a handful of jewelled, perfumed
supermen were plarning huge offensives,
scheming in terms of army corps, writ-
ing off ultimata, gambling away the
futures of their peoples, all unknowingly
to the great human world that went its
way outside. Then came the picture
of a small Balkan nation set upon by a
huge neighbor, surrendering, even humili-
ating itself; then a larger nation rushing
up in all its grandeur to the rescue;
then still another charging \yn in its
flaming armor; a picture of the tiny
fewer spots burning still whiter as they
threw the lives of their unseeing mi
lions onto the table; then a series of
blind, ' frantic, ‘ ’
flashing back and forth far above the
heads of those who were to pay; and

at last the ingvitable monster explosion |

which immersed the world in four and

a half years of blood and cost the livesf

of seven millions of the same kind of
innocent people I had seeu on both sides
of the lines in Northern France.

The catastrophe hegan without a
single conference.  The nations were
plunged into war by a handful of tele-
grams which in their portentous official
phraseology are even today not fully
understood. One false step led to an-
other until the viclous circle was com-
plete. No meeting ground was available,
no obligation for discussion existent. The
madmen who had worked for war could
generdle
sion, without the simple human act of
meeting their opponents face' to face,
without asking yea or nay of their peo-
ples.

Sir Edward Grey proposed the one
human course. He asked that the states-
men get together about a tdble; that they
talk over their differences man to man;
that they try to settle them by agree-
ment and not by hosility. But no one
heard him. And therein lies the whole
great crime. Frantically, even as the
flames were mounting he telegraphed
about Europe to this end. They did not
hear, first because they did not want to
hear, and, second, because they had 1o
obligation to ‘ear. They had carte
blanche to plunge the world into blood.
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L

misunderstood messages

it without a pretence of discus-|

;  For the world had failed to create any
| adequate machinery to settle interna-
tional disputes peaceably. 'There was
neither judicial court, arbitral body nor
obligation to establish either before run-
ning to arms. States had grown and
grown in %)nwer, each a jaw unto itself,
each in all its national pride scornful
of the others, yet all crossing and re-
crossing each other until an almost hope-
Jess tangle was created.

Many men had seen the danger alfead.
Back in 1899 the first Peace Conference
at The Hague had been called together
to creatc new contacts for this new re-
 lationship. The nations approached each
other fearfully, self-consciously, distrust-
fully, above all, haughtily. National
pride was all powerful. No one could
forget he was the chosen representative
of a sovereignty. Under all these in-
hibitions an attempt was made to de-
vise a method of settlement which might
have prevented just such a world con-
flagration as some of the more fare-see-
ing statesmen realized awaited mankind
in the near future. i

Read what John Hay said in his in-
sstructiony to the American delegates:
“The duty of sovereign states to promote
international justice by all wise and ef-
fective means -is second only to the
fundamental necessity of protecting their
own existence. Next in importance to
their independence is the great fact of
their interdependence. Nothing can se-
cure for human government and for
the authority of law which it represents
so deep a respect and so firm a loyalty
as the spectacle of soverign and inde-
pendent states, whose duty it is to pre-
scribe the rules of justice and impose
penalties on the lawless, bowing with
reverence before the august supremacy
of those principles of right which give
to law its eternal foundatfon.”

A start was made at those Hague
meetings. This start was largely due to
American insistence and {ngenuity in |
pressing for a rule of law and aroitra-
tion in international relations, A pro-
cedure drawn up except for the vital
question of the method of seiecting the
permanent judges.  National hauteur
here broke in, for the small nations de-
manded equality of representation and
the big nations demanded representa-
tion proportionate to power.

So Thg Hague court was created, but
only as a promise. The second confer-
ence, in 1907, stimulated again by the
instructions given the American dele-
gates by Secretary of State Elihu Root,
carried it on a little further, but not far
enough. It remained still a promise,
expandable into life if the nations saw
fit to use it, but without any real vital-
ity of its own. When the desperate ne-
gotiations just before the war were tak-
ing place it proved far too undeveloped
for the nations to turn to it, even if
there had been any real desire to turn
to it. Sir Fdward Grey was left with-
out recourse, and the opposing states-
men without obligation.

The war thus came into being by de-
fault. For four and a half years the
curtain was rung down on civilization.
But men were. thinking, especially in
the baffled, dismayed United States,
which had led the field in urging the
settlements of disputes peacefully and
which grasped out in vain to find any
real, reason for the holocaust. Fourteen
months before we entered the war Presi-
_dent Wilson, in two fervent sentences

at Des Moines, gave expression to this
b deepest of America’s impulses. Whether
or not he was right in his later enuncia-
tions of policy, he certainly spoke Am-
erica’s heart when he said:

“] pray God that if this contest have
'no other result, it will at least have the
result of creating an international tribu-
nal and producing some sort of joint
! guarantee of peace on.the part of the
" nations of the world.”

It did- The lessons of the war ran
! decp, deepest of all perhaps the lesson
of humility. The pride and irrespon-
sibility which had choked all previous
attempts at united action were thrown
'to the discard. . In -the shambles of
! northern France the nations had con-
sented to unified military command; in
the desperation of hunger, of burned-out
| resources, of diplomatic disasters, they
{ had consented to a unified direction of
resources. 4 /

So when they came to Paris they
came chastened and more humble. Out
“of: their past they- realized they could
! co-operate in the future; out of their
war sufferings they realized "that they
must unite to prevent new wars. The
arrogant, irresponsible pride which had
held the nations apart at The Hague
and prevented the development of any-
thing but the paper shell of interna-
tional co-operation had been curbed.
Men’s minds were ripe for great ad-
vances; were receptive, indeed, to pro-
posals which a few short years before
only the most farseeing would have ad-
“vocated. i

In casting the lessons of the war Into
a charter for the future the little selfish
foibles of the past fell helplessly away.
The question of .international co-opera-
tion as against international license stood
answered against the grim  spectre of
7,000,000 of dead.- The smaller niceties
which before had appeared as mountains |

|

|
!

to the system of disorganization through |
whose yawning cracks the war had been
! allowed to creep. The League of Na-
tions commission, representing the bet-
{ ter personality of the peace conference,
| built up a whole great new machinery,
I and set in place the scaffolding for still
more.

1 only wish people on this side could
realize the hopes and idealisms amid
which the league was born. True. there
were remorseless pulling and tugging at
Paris and much playing of the old famil-
jar game which has proved so disastrous
throughout history, but alongside it was |
another, a newer and a better feeling.
Men were writing visions, not of some
dread superstate, but of mutual helpful-{
ness and confidence; and if those vis-}
jons were blurred in many places by the
fears, hatreds, jealousies and greeds of |
the preceding four and a half Years of |
terror, they remained in large degree
pure when it came to the League of
Nations itself. i

Wit ihe new machinery is, how it|
will work in actual practice, how it
might have proved a safety valve to.
Europe’s surcharged condition in 1914 T
hope to show in the succeeding article. |
For it has been my fortune to see the |
league in birth, at work, and under |
criticism. Chance has put me in touch
with the ideals of its creators through !
eight months as a member of the Am- |
erican peace commission at Paris with
the plans of its present directors through |
having crossed over to London after the
conference as one of those directed to’
prepare the detailed plans of the league.

'C, It was tnveiled at an im
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FINE GIFT FOR
- ACADIA GOLLEGE

|
|C. P. R. Presents Model of‘
Evangeline, Work of Late
Philippe Hebert.

RIAL IN THE FAMOUS STANLLY

JAPANESE WAR MEMO
VANCOUVER, B. C.

PARK AT

'‘CE CREAM

rd

The Pacific Dairies is in an ideal positicn tc meet every
! requirement of its customers.
L]
We pay the highest price for cream in order to ensure the

Montreal, April 17—Tagqugh J. M. best quality. With ample cold storage facilities we are in a
Gibbon, general publidity agent of the
C. Ii R., the original burnt clay model
of Bvangeline, designed by the late
Philippe Hebert, and used by Henri He- |
bert, A. R. C. A, his son, as the basis!
of the statue to he erected by the C. P.
R. at the well of Evangeline, at Grande
Pre, Nova Scotia, has been presented by
the C. P. R. to Acadia University, Wolf-'
ville, N. 3., in recognition of the services |
of the university in promoting Canadian |
li'gg ture. ’ !

#' e model represents Evangeline at’
the moment when she turns back for a
last look at the land from which she is
being exiled. ]t bears the inscription ,
«pPleurant Le Paye Perdu” It will hej
sent to Acadia on Monday. ]

WILL REBUILD
KING'S GOLLEGE
ATWINDSOR N. 3.

King’s College is to be rebuilt at

Windsor as the result of a decision
reached by the board of governors, which
was held in the Church of England In-
stitute yesterday. The board also made
arrangements to hold the Encoenia at
Windsor in May.

His Lordship Bishop Richardsgn pre-
sided over the greater part of the meet-
ing and when he was obliged to with-
draw his place was taken by Arch-
deacon Forsythe of Chatham. Other
members present were: Dean Lloyd, A.
B. Weswell, Dr. M. A. B. Smith, Rev.
Dr. Harris and R." V. Harris of Hali-
fax; Rev. N. H. Wilcox of Dartmouth;
W. Kerr Dimmock and Rev. W. W.
Jud of Windsor; B. D. Bent of Am-
Lerst; R. W. Hewson of Moncton; Rev.
Canon Smithers of Fredericton; Rev. T
Parker of Norton; Rev. Canon Simpson
of Charlottetown; Rev. R. A. Arm-
strong, St. John; Archdeacon Draper of
Louisburg; Rev. J. R. Belyea of An-
dover.

position to meet all demands of our customers.

In Bulk, 1, 2, 3, 5 Gals. ORANGE,

In Bricks—
TRI-COLOR,
VANIL?
STRA. SERRY,
MAPLE.
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As much as you want and when you want it.

ONLY ONE QUALITY—THE VERY BEST.

Out of town" shipments given special attention.
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Pacific Dairies, Ltd.

‘Phones M. 2624—2625. ST. JGHN, N. B.
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Boys Arrested in
Case of Setting
Fire to Another

Lancaster, Ohio, April 17—Darrel Pool
and Kenneth Baker, both aged 11, were
under arrest here yesterday, charged
with being leaders in an attempt to burn
Charles Kneller, aged 10, at the stake
on Tuesday evening. The Kneller boy
while delivering evening papers was as-
saulted, tied to a stake and a bonfire
was lighted underneath him. He was
badly burned, but will recover.

PREDICTS 32-CENT
SUGAR BY LAST OF JUNE.

New York, April 17—So serious is the
sugar situation confronting the United
States that when the heavy consuming
season starts, near the end of June, the
staple will then be selling to the public
at from 32 to 87 cents a pound.

This prediction was made by a man
who has been for the last forty-four
years in a position to study the sugar
trade, from all angles. Most men in the
sugar market are of the same opinon, he
said.

No permanent relief in the situation

may be expected before two years at
least, this informant asserts, depending
entirely upon how quickly the beet pro-
ducing nations of Europe can recover
their pre-war productivity.

Frenzied: buying by refiners to recoup
their failure to buy up a large supply
earlier has within the last few weeks
forced raw sugar from eleven cents a
pound to 18Y, cents, as it was quoted
today.

TRAIN HITS AUTO AND
TWO MEN ARE KILLED

Somerville,, N, J.,, April 17—Thomas
Egan and Thomas Short, of New Bruns-
wick, N, J., were killed yesterday when
a Central Railroad of New Jersey train
struck an automobile in which they were
riding. :

Do not guffes
another dn%wl&h
Itchin
g ing, or d
ing I;ileis. No'
surgical open
ation required.:
Ofintment will relieve you at once:
inly cure @0c. & Dox;
fealers, or Edmanson, & Co., Limited,

alll
Toronto. Sample bex free if you mention this
paper and enclose 2. stamp to pay postage. |

HAMPTON CASE.

In the stipendiary magistrate’s court
at Hampton today Magistrate P. W. F.
Brewster- presiding, John Myers was
charged with assaulting Joseph Ross.
Evident was taken but no decision was
given by the magistrate. M. H. Parlee
conducted the prosecution and H. S.
Keith was for the defence.

The Japanese war memorial in the famous Stanley Park at Vancouver, B.
ing ceremony recently on the anniversary of the
Battle of Vimy Ridge. At the base of the column which stands out in bold
profile among the wall timbers and can b: seen trom incoming liners on tne Paci-
fic, are inscribed the names of fifty-four Japanese members of the Canadian ex-
peditionary torce-who gave their lives in the war. At the top of the column is
a light which will be kept constantly burningoas a symbol of undying appre-
ciation ofgthe sacrifices of the brave men who died in the cause of the Alflies.
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y Seconds

SpCClal Sale of Factor
ttractive assortment of Voile Blouses. We thought they
them said to sell them as seconds at only $2.49.

The same high quality D’ALLAIRD Voile is
d, and of course only the best of

Our factory has just shipped us an a
were regular stock but the letter accompanying
You would hardly distinguish them from firsts.
there, and the same fine laces: pin-tucking and embroidery is use
pear] buttons. Every style is a new one.

Come early and pick out two or three of these bargains.

On Sale Monday at

$2.49

were crushed under foot to make an end | -

D’Allaird’s New Spring Blouses are here
Come in Monday and seiect a blouse to match your Spring Suit from our wonderful Display

of new blouses in suit shades.

The choice of fabrics is as varied as the choice of style. There are Crepe de Chine, Geor-

ette, Tricolette and Silk Jersey, and the ctyles include such new features as basque effects, tie
acks, Russian Blouses—long or kimona sleeves. In all the popular new colors and in sizes 34 to 48.

On Sale Monday from $7.50 up

Blouses
SEFEVENTEEN STORES IN
10 KING SQUARE
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