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For soften-

Ing water,

For removing
paint.

For disinfecting
refrigerators,
sinks, closets,
drains and for 500
other purposes.

REFUSE SUBSTITUTES.

THE COST OF LIVING.
Another decline in the price of flour
reminds the people who have been pay-
ing the recent high prices that they have
been at the mercy of the speculators and
profiteers whose activity might long ago

‘have been curbed by the government.

The same government could reduce the
cost of a number of manufactured art-
jeles and food products by reducing the
tariff. The government, however, will
take no action, and the people must ap-
ply the boycott, reduce their purchases,
or go on grumbling and paying.

The St. John board of trade practical-
iy blames it all on the war. That is an
easy way out of the difficulty. The
war did not, however, have this effect
in Australia. Mr. P. E. Quinn, govern-
ment commissioner for New South
VWales, points out that in Australia food
prices are controlled by the government.
Every Monday morning the prevailing
prices for staples are announced by the
government. If the announced price for
butter is thirty-six cents, the housewife
pays that and no more. In Sydney the
best eggs are sold for twenty-five cents
a dozen. The Australian bakers sell a
two-pound loaf of bread for seven cents.
‘A reasonable profit is allowed for ihe
producer, the wholesaler, and the re-
tailer.

What we need in Canada is govern-
ment action, prompt and effective. The
war is still far from an end. Only yes-
terday the Manchester Guardian sound-
e this pessimistic note—

“The yrogress of events and succes-
sion of bitter experiences have at last
brought tome to the minds of most men
the fact that we are not winning the
war, and the further convictlon that,
with tnc riesenh methods of waging the
war, we sholl never win it.”

Th= Guardian is, of course, arguing
in favir of government reconstruction,
and is ot really afraid that we will
never win the war; but that we aré not
going to win it soon is perfectly obvious
snd therefore the living conditions are
certain to become more unsatisfactory
for the great mass of the people.

Doubtless it is well for the board of
trade to counsel the people to bear with
patience whatever sacrifice the war en-
tails, and to exercise a prudent economy,
and eliminate all needless waste; but
why not also counsel the government
to take such measures as will guarantee
that these same people will not have to
carry on their backs the speculators and
profiteers who are taking advantage of
the war conditions to enrich themselves?
Why was flour ninety cents per barrel
higher a few weeks ago than it is today?
How much did that boost in price take
out of the pockets of the people, of Can-
ada without a particle of real justifica-
tion? The same question may be asked
in relation to other price fluctuations
such as would not be tolerated in Aus-
tralia or England. It is the duty of
the government to protect the consumer.
If the war is to be prolonged and con-
ditions grow worse, there is the more
reason for prompt action.

Much ado has been made about the
price of milk—why not about the price
of flour, potatoes, canned goods and
other food products? The cost of living
has increased in all departments, and
the cause is deep-seated and far-reach-
{ng. Only government action can give
relief, and that only in some directions.
It is no easy task, and radical changes
need not be expected. Natural causes are
responsible for a great portion of the
‘ncreased cost, and only by increasing
production can these be removed. But
there are also artificial causes, such as
lariffs and unrestricted speculation and
the operation of combines. These can
be removed by government action. The
problem is nation-wide, and in a sense
world-wide. No local treatment will do
more than give a temporary local relief
in some directions. The best statesman-
ship of the country should be applied
to the bigger task of making changes
that will beneficlally affect the whole
country.

The plea for economy and cutting off
needless waste is always timely and
never more so than at present. If, for
example, everybody in St. John resolved
tomorrow to use no more ice-cream, an
enormous quantity of milk would be
available for general distribution, and it
might cause a reduction in price. In a
thousand ways habits of extravagance
and luxury have increased the cost of
living, and as the war is prolonged it
will become necessary in Canada as it
has in England, for people of small in-
come to scrutinize more carefully every
item of expenditure. But when they are
urged to do this, should not the govern-
ment see to it that they are not called
upon to contribute to the enrichment of
speculators and profiteers who care for
nothing but the dollars they can squeeze
out of the necessities of war-time?

: MORAL CONDITIONS

It is not creditable to the city of St.
John that 50 many unsavory cases in-
volving not only the morality of the
community but the welfare of little chil-
dren should have to be brought before
the police court, but bad as the showing
is ¢t would be much worse if the police
force were large enough to deal with
conditions as it should be done, Public
indifference 1is at the bottom of the

munity spirit that those who are seeking
to better conditions are handicapped at
every turn. And this means that chil-
dren are being, brought up in vicious
surroundings, without proper care, to be-
come a menace or a burden upon the
community in later life. One who has
knowledge of the conditions in some of
the so-called homes in this city is dis-
posed to speak bitterly of the smug com-
placency of so-called Christian people
who pass by on the other side. The
press cannot go into particulars in many
cases—they are so wholly bad. When-
ever the citizens of St. John make up
their minds to get together and clean up
the city they can do it, and surely the
task should appeal to all who have any
regard for -their own children, for the
latter cannot fail to be influenced to some
extent by their surroundings, and upon
them in later life will fall the burden of
caring for the vicious, the feeble-minded
and the generally unfit of their own gen-
eration. Among the saerifices the citi-
zens of St. John should regard as neces-
sary on their part while their sons are
fighting the battles of righteousness in
Europe is the sacrifice of a little time
and energy and money to make St. John
a better city, and Canada a country
more w3rthy of the graves in France and
Flanders.

THE WAR AND PROMOTIONS

Referring to the fact that many lieu-
tenants are being sent from England to
France to replace those who are in the
casualty list or have been promoted, the
Toronto Star makes the following very
proper observations:

“Something more like a just system to
the fighting man at the front prevails
now than that which was followed
throughout nearly the first two years of
the war,
unfair than the former practice under
which a lieutenant might spend a year on
active service in tne thick of the war and
remain a lieutenant, while another subal-
tern who spent the same year here at
home could become a captain and then
a major and arrive at the front very
much the senior of the war-trained offi-
cer who had spent a year in hard fight-
ing. This system was all wrong, and
The Star protested against it repeatedly
while it was in operation. Schools of
instruction and training camps are very
good, but after-all the greatest of all
military training schools is the front of
the war itself, for there the officers and
men get a training all of which is prac-
tical to the last degree, so practical that
an error costs a man a limb or his life.
War is a grim school, where officers and
men learn, not the theories of warfare in
general, but the absolute realities and
necessities of this war in particular. And
it is skill in fighting in this war in par-
ticular that is needed just now. Quite
a few majors and captains have reverted
to the rank of licutenants after reaching
England in order to get to the front.
More of them should do so. Most of
them were lieutenants not long ago, and
while they have been getting promotions
at home other lieutenants serving on the
actual fields of war have not been get-
ting promotions. = The present plan of
sending across from England to the Can-

above the rank of lieutenant, and leav-
ing all or nearly all higher ranks to be
filled by promotions from among those
who have had real war experience, is the
right system. The plan should be departed
from only in the case of officers of excep-
tional qualities. Not only so, but in se-
curing the best material from which to
produce the necessary supply of lieuten-
ants, the ranks at the front should be
drawn upon and promotions given to
those non-coms. and privates who have
shown that they are the stuff out of
which officers can be made.”

A SCOTTISH KIPLING.

Canadigns who’leove the poems of Ser-
vice will be intefested to know of the
discovery of a Scottish Kipling. R. W.
Campbell, who has already won his laur-
els by his books “Private Spud Tamson”
and “The Kangaroo Marines,” and has
now given the world of letters a set of
poems entitled “The Making of Micky
McGhee” and other stories in ~ verse.
These verses breathe of romance, the
humor, and the glory of the great ad-
venture. And to Canadians these poems
will have a special interest, for the au-
thor has toured from Halifax to Van-
couver, Prince Rupert, and back. He
was the author of that famous journey
of 12,000 miles*in a kilt, through the
cities, towns, prairies and deep -cay-
{ons of Canada. His pen and his lectures
have sent many to seek their fortunes
in the golden west, for he is an ardent
admirer of all things Canadian and mat-
ters imperial. In Toronto he met the
great Macdonald of the Globe; in Win-
nipeg, the immortal Ralph Connor, and
in other parts the statesmen, thinkers,
and pioneers who have laid the founda-
tions of our great Canadian dominion.

These poems breathe a reverence for
things imperial, and introduce the world
to the chivalry of the trenches. |Fun
there is and in abundance, the same
_sparkling fun that has immortalized
“Spud Tamson.” There are many
beautiful illustrations. Those who de-
sire a literary treasure should secure a
copy. The book is entitled “The Mak-
ing of Micky McGhee” and other stor-
ies in verse, and is to be issued at 8s.
6d net by George Allen & Unwin, Lon-
don.

Mr. Massey, the prime minister o!

New Zealand, has received the freedon
of the City of London,

\

Nothing could have been more}

adian divisions at the front few officers |

LIGHTER VEIN.

Handicapped
Th&uveler had four
which to catch th train.
“Can’t you go any faster than this?”
he asked the street car conductor.
“I could,” the conductor answered,
“but I have to stay with my car”

minutes in

“But, Bertha, how did you make the
acquaintance of your second husband-"

“It was quite romantic. I was out
walking with my first, when my second
came along, in a motor car, and ran him
down. That was the beginning of our
friendship.”

“Now, if you had put your money in

laid by for your old age.” i

“Yes, and see that fool
scooting around in motor cars bought)
with my money when I'm too old to:
enjoy 'em. Not for mine, thank you}” |

Mother—“You weré a long time in the'
congervatory with Mr. ‘Willing last
night, my child. What was going oft "/

Daughter—“Did you evcr sit in the,
conservatory with father before you mar-|
ried him?”

Mother—*“I suppose I did.”

Daughter—“Well, mother. it’s the same
old world.”

Absolutely

Painless:
No outting, no plas-
ters or pads to prees
the sore spot.
Putnam’s Extractor
makes the corn go

Sore
Corns
{GO {

wfth(!_.lnt pain. Tt;kﬁ;
out the over t. wver fa
|- leaves mw. Get = 2fc. bottle of
‘Putnam’s Corn Extractor today,

" FLOUR !

MADE IN ST. JOHN

LaTour
Flour

. - PURE MANITOBA
AT MILL PRICES

$10.60 perbarrel
$5.20 per 1=2 bhl. bag

$1.40 pr 24 1b. bag

Delivered to all parts of the
city
TELEPHONE WEST 8

 St. Jokn Milling Gompany

Give Yourself
a Chance

Take care of your shoes,
for footwear will be much
more costly before the end
of the war.

Good Shoes—Humphrey’s,
for instance—should be pro-
tected in wet weather by
rubbers, or you can get
Humphrey’s Shoes with
“Duflex” Damp-proof soles
and heels.

Humphrey‘s' Shoes have
quality, and are made in
St. John.

WEAR THEM!

J. M. HUMPHREY & GO.,

MAKERS
$T. JOHN, N. B.

RUBBERS

and nothing but
RUBBERS
will keep your feet dry.
We have shapes to suit all the new
| styles, and we will see that you are;

| cotrectly fitted.
!  Our Rubbers are the best that
HAVE US FIT YOU! !

McRobbie

Foot-Fitters - 50 King St_

the savings bank instead of buying al
motor car with it you’d have somethim;t

son-in-law’

—
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Express
Wagons

The Well-made kind

These should be on your Christmas list.

Coaster Wagons. $4.50 and 8.50
Express Wagons, -
1.75, 2.10, 2.50, 3.00, 3.50,

$1.10, 1.50,

5.00, 8.00, 15.00
Z
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Vest Pocket Flashlights
Tubular Flashlights
Portable Flashlights ........

Electric Candles

EVER-READY FLASH-LIGHT

’ Do All Your Nightly ‘‘Chores’’ Indoors and Out With the Light That

Cannot Blow Qut. ~

’ Extra Bulbs and Batteries

Tl ake e HE
...... veeeen. $1.00 to $2.65

cesidtiiiedias . 9360 to $ADU
Pisto]l Piashlights .. ...... ......... el i . 188
..... GO e L
Electric Lanterns ............... i

Always in Stock.

The Light of An Every-Ready Light Can be Directed Exactly

Where Needed.

| Emewvon ¢ Fither Sid.

l

Recruits Wanted \

50 MEN—real MEN—MEN to play a Man's part. Join the
MACHINE GUN DRAFT, C. E. F., and Help Your BROTHER-
HOOD in the Trenches. If you are mechanical and ambitious
and possess initiative—COME to 97 Prince Wm. St. and Sign On.

The Sooner You Act, the Sooner We Get to France

J. M. ROCHE

The Kodak for Christmas

more time to devote to each customer now than during the
rush of the last week before Christmas.

should be selected
early. We have

Any price from a dollar upwards and all geod picture-makers
"  THE KODAK STORE

& CO,,LTD. -

94-96 King Street

CHEYNE @ CO,,

TEKEPHONE M. 808

TEL. M, 2262-21

When In Need Of Tea Or Coffee Don’t Forget Our Specials—
- O’PEHOE TEA, Bulk, 38¢. Ib.

Our Special Fresh Ground COFFEE, 35 Cents Pound

- 166 Union St.

CORNER PITT AND LEINSTER

Draft From the
~ Siege Battery

i
1
|

'Lieut. J. W. Price of Moncton
Will Take Fifty Men Overseas
—3St. John Again Signed Mere

E
i Than Half of Recruits
|
|

Order? have been received from mili-
i tary headquarters asking that a |draft
| of fifty men and one officer be despatch-
.ed overseas at once from No. 9 Siege
| Battery, now mobilized on Partridge Is-
!land. Lieutenant J. W. Price of Monc-
\ton will lead the draft overseas.

To Fifth Division.

Lieutenant S. M. Bosworth, of Gen-
{ eral Hughes’ staff in France, has been
appointed aide de camp to Colonel
Swift, who is forming the fifth division
at Bramshot, England.
Recruits, =
Wive recruits were secured in the city
yesterday:—Reid Geldert, Sussex, Ma-
chine gun draft; ThomasCane, London,
England, naval service; Horace Smith,
Yorkshire, Eng., naval service;
Quinn, St. John, naval service; Frank
A. Day, St. John, Canadian Engineers.
A total of seventy-two recruits were
secured in the province during the last
week. The county totals follow: St.
John, 48; York, 10; Restigouche, 38;
Northumberland, 8; Westmorland, 38;
Kent, 2; Carleton, 1; Charlotte, 1; Vie-
toria, 1, and Madawaska, Queens and
Sunbury, Albert. Gloucester and iKngs,

BOARD (OF TRADE
 ELEGTS OFFIGERS

At the annual meeting of the St. John
Board of Trade last evening the report
of the nominating committee, presenting
only one name for €ach office, was re-
ceived.

The following officers were elected for
the ensuing year: President, A. H.
Wetmore; vice-president, J. B. Cudlip;
members of council, P. W. Thomson, W.
H. Thorne, W. E. Foster, T. H. Esta-
brooks, H. C. Schofield, R. B. Emerson,
J. A. Likely, J. Hunter White, A. G.
Gray and W. F. Burditt.

A vote of umnkstas };tex/x&dclei‘ tlo the
retiring president, JosSep! . Likely.

On mfﬁo,, of A. H. Wetmore, a re-
solution wag adopted in which was ex-
pressed the opinion that the high cost of
living is due to uncontrollable causes and
cannot be. charged to the business or

furming interests.

RECENT DEATHS

Frederick Godard,

After a long illness, Frederick Godard,
a much respected citizen, passed away
at an early hour this morning at his res-
idence, 12 Gooderich street, He was the
eldest son ‘of the late John F. Godard
and for more than forty years was en-
gaged in business in this city. He was
sixty-four years of age. He leaves to
mourn, his wife, daughter of the late
William Seely, dominion auditor, two
daughters, Misses Edith and Charlotte
A, and one son, William F., all of this
city. He also leaves three sisters—
Mrs. George D. Hunter, Mrs. S. T.
Vaughan, of this city, and Mrs. Rupert
Taylor, of Fredericton; also one broth-
er—John W. Godard of this city,

Mrs. T. F. Kaight

Mrs. Knight, who died in Bedford, N.
8., on last Friday evening, was the widow
of Thomas Frederick Knight. She was
91 years old, the eldest and last surviv-
ing child of the late Rev_ Dr. Richey, and
sister of the late Lieutenant-Governor
Richey. Her father was a celebrated
preacher of the Methodist church. He
was for five years in succession president
of the Methodist Conference of Eastern
British America, and was at one time
pastor of St. James’ Methodist church,
Montreal: She leaves three sons and

Fred | three daughters—Louise, Mary and Alice,

all at home. The sons are Rev. Mat-
thew R., of Sandy Cove, Digby county;

L4

Thomas F., I. C. R. offices, Halifax, and
James A. Knight, K. C, chief game
commissioner, Halifax. Her husband was
for a time imspector of customs for the

| maritime provinces. He was a man of

considerable literary taste and attain-
ments, and was the author of a prize es-

say on “Nova Scotia and her resources,”
.| published in 1862.. 3 ; .

GOLDEN WEDDING OF MR.
AND MRS, “JOE” EDWARDS

The golden wedding of Mr. \and Mrs.
Joseph P. Edwards was celebrated on
Nov. 26 at the parish house of St.
James’ Cathedral Episcopal church, 7
Clarendon avenue, West Somerville,
Mass,, where Mr. Edwards has been
caretaker since last April, when he and
%IYSS Edwards moved from Annapolis,

e /

The couple received afternoon and ev-
ening. They were assisted by their six
grandchildren, Mrs. Mary A. Gardner,
of Somerville; Harry L. Edwards of
Caledonia, N.S.; Mrs. Elizabeth C.
Crowe of Middleton, N.S.; John O. Ed-
wards of Maplewood; Mrs. Janet 1.
Buckler of Middleton, N.S., and "Miss
Josephine' A. ‘Edwards, who makes her
home with her parents.

Mr. Edwards was the recipient of a
purse of gold from Western Star Lodge
of Odd Fellows of Annapolis, N.S,, of
which he is a charter member, and one
grom Sunbeam Lodge of Middleton, N.

Mr. and Mrs. Edwards were married
in Windsor, N.S. Mrs. Edwards bLefore
her marriage was Miss Annie J. Harvey.
She was born in Summerville; N.S.

Mr. Edwards was born in Windsor, 71
years ago. For 47 years he was employ-
ed on the Dominion Atlantic Railway,
first as a brakesman, then as conductor,
and for 18 years as a station agent at
Annapolis. He was retired flve years
ago on a pension. He is a past grand
moster of the Grand Lodge of Odd Fel-
lows of Nova Scotia. He is also a
Mason.

Beside their six children there was
present Mildred Smiley, a great-grand-
daughter. The only grandchild absent
from the affair was Joseph A. Gardner,
of Akron, O.

A MATTER OF STRATEGGY

The cabinet crisis in Great Britain is
said to be due to a difference of opinion
on a matter of strategy. One scction
urges concentration of effort on the west-
ern front while the other advocates the
exertion of greater pressure in the Balk-
ans.

This Ointment Possesses
Power to Heal the Skin

Two Cases Which Prove

the Extraordinary Healing

Power of Dr. Chase’s Ointmqnt

The use of Dr. Chase’s Ointment is
wonderfully satisfactory because you
can actually see the results accomplished.
It is surprising what change can be
brought about in a single night by this
great healing ointment. i

Mr. George Beavis, 119 Janies street,
Peterboro, Ont,, writes: “As a hcaling
ointment, I consider Dr. Chase’s the best
obtainable. I had a large running sore
on my leg, and although I had tried all
the prescriptions of two doctors I was
unable to get any rellef from the pain
or to get the sore healed. One day
my druggist handed me a sample box
of Dr. Chase’s Ointment, and I used it
with such good results that I decided to
give the ofntment a fair trial. Alto-

er I used four boxes, and am glad

to be able to say that the sore on my
Jeg is enti healed up. Sinee this ex-
Dr, Chase’s Ointment 1

zr.::noe wit s

Mrs, W. W. Oliver, Port George, An-
napolis Co, N. 8, writes: “I am
ing to tell you my experience with S,r-
Chase’s Ointment. There was a spot
came on my face something like a mole,

but it kept getting worse, and several ’

doetors whom I consulted said it was
skin cancer, and that it would have to
be cut or burned out, I intended hav-
ing this done, but changed my mind
when my brother recommended Dr.
Chase’s Ointment. Before I had fin-
ished one box of the ointment this skin
trouble had gone, and has not bothered
me since. I cannot praise Dr. Chase’s
Ointment too much, and you are at lib-
erty to publish this letter.”

If you have never used Dr. Chase’s
Ointment send a two-cent stamp for
a samjle box, and mention this paper.
Price sixty cents a box, all dealers, or
Bdmanson, Bates & Co, Limited, To-

to many poqple."._ ro.nto_._ '

-
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COAL and WOOD

Directory of The Leading
Fuei Dealers in St. Joha.

“CoAL

Lyken's Valley Egg for Furnaces
An excellent substitute for
i Scotch Anthracite
. All sizes American Hard Coal and

'best grades of Soft Coal
always in stock

R P. & W.F. STARR, Limited

49 SMYTHE ST. 159 UNION ST

IN STOCK :
A FEW TONS OF

PEA COAL
GEO. DICK, 46 Britain St

Paone M. 1116
[ MINUDIE coaL )
the Soft Coal that lasts, can be
bought where you get the dry wood
—— From ———

A. E. WHELPLEY,
( 240 Paradise Row. "Phose M. 1227.)

CARSON GARAGE.

R. W. Carson, Manager
63 Elm Strest, Phone M W

Tue New Ford Repair
Shop

All Parts Carried in Stock
: | Reasonable Prices

Gasoline, Oil, Batteries, Etc.
Supplied

‘Prompt Relief .

‘from the all-too-common ills of
the digestive organs— weak
'stomach, torpid liver and inac-
tive bowels—is found in the
always safe, sure, quick-acting

BEECHAM’S
PILLS

Sale of Medicine in the W,
.v:rywlﬁ::. hb-xen.mzs:cnh.“

COHALAN SECRETARY
OF THE NEW

The directors of the Youn ilen’s
Catholic Institute met last eve . The
most important business of the meeting
was the appointment of a wermanent
general secretary. J. Harry Cohalan was
appointed to the position and will enter
upon his duties immediately. A mem-
bership committee was also appointed
consisting of Allan Agar, William Magee,
P. J. Fitzpatrick, John McDonnell and
Joseph Kennedy, The building is now
about ready for occupancy, and it is
planned to start the physical classes for
boys immediately. Physical Instructor
Magee has everything in readiness and
the apparatus for the gymnasium has
been put into place.

Mr. Cohalan, the new secretary, should
prove an excellent official.. He 1is
scholarly, of pleasant manner, experienc-
ed in work of this nature and enthusiastic
over the new institute and its work.

J. Ha

RHEUMATISM CONQUERED

T have been for the last two
Muscular ;

& ht of climate in XKen~
without relief. Your
city od
and I have since taken eight boxes
am z
[ ]
FOR

th engm of
e o A
Bo:n 8 box, or C-h.;xel for 3&5:
8ample free if

you write to

TIONAL DRUG & OHEMICAL
uca OF AN LIMITED

Torouso, | 3

Ladiess

Dressy Boots

that keep down
-the High Cost
of Footwear

These are made with 7 and 7%
inch Black Cloth Tops, button and
laced, and come in Dull Calf and
Patent, with low heels, medium_and
high heels; and many shapes

They will outwear many of the
more expensive shoes.

C, D and E widths.
$3.25, $8.50, $8.75, $4.00
See Our Window.
Mail Orders By Parcel Post.

Priceg; $3.00,
$4.50.

Francis & Vaughan

19 King Street .
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