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, Below This Morning Official
acord, With 24 Mile Wind From North;
;oodst'ock and Andover Had it 35

i

e

: ‘ﬂt“m offer no immediate

| the only consolation Jies in the fact
‘we are §

. below sero at the

ige ty degrees
\at Moore’s drug store it was
qu seven.

jgins and Commissioner
én. A large number of sup-
re. fi0s “hard and the work
wing them out will hfh nndm’bﬂten
ag possible. ' * householders
A precautions’ is evinced ' from

-sterday than it did on

3‘&; harbor and bay
“considerable inconvenience
1o ng and several steamers have
. been held up as & result. The ferry ply-
" ing across the ‘harbor found mvigzltiﬁ
W ‘and a little after 8 0’

is 'mor a:ge struck Navy Island
) r off without
t one of her

ly “day in recent years
: as . cold as yesterday was

&b. 12, - #rhen the temperature was
se same. There is a fopular belief that
Jold Friday,” Feb. 8, 1861, was 28 de-
rees below gero, but, official records’are
{at the temperature was 22 degrees be-
wés below zero. The official record

sws that the thermometer yesterday

to twenty below zero and hov-

ed between that figure and twelve be-

low during the day.
the coal and wood situation

Owil

\any~families throughout the city suf-
.red severely from the cold and in some
instances the results might have been
fatal had it not been for the kindness
of neighbors, who sought them out and
supplied them with fuel. The Associated
Charities heard of some cases and im-
mediately saw that succor was rendered
to the unfortunate people.

Trains,

a result of the extreme cold
aer the train service to and from
ohn has been badly tied up today.
incoming trains are reported very

The Boston is reported three hours
thirty minutes and the Montreal
hours and thirty minutes. Not
are the passenger trains held up,
'so the freight trains. L. R. Ross,

.. sagent of the G. R, said this
morning that he had been unable to get
a freight train out of St John this
morning.

(s

Hﬁ,:"‘.“‘Nprtherly gales with snow in eastern portion, fair in
st; Tuesday, northwest ‘winds, fair and continued very
o

g a bit used to it. The|

‘ton, twenty-four; Grand Falls, thirty-

the meter at the water,
pent registered 2,000,000

On Sunday

One of the coldest temperatures since
Feb. 8, 1861, was reached yesterday
when the official thermometer read twen-
ty degrees below zero about 9 o’clock in
the morning. In February of 1914 the

sdme temperature was reached, but yes-
terday was the coldest December day,
with one exception, for more than forty
years. Thermometers -at East St. John
showed twenty-eight below; Park Hotel,
twenty-two; Partridge Island,’ fifteen;
Wade’s drug store, twenty-four; Moore’s
drug store, twenty-two; Christopher’s
Point, West Side, twenty-seven; Sand
Point, twenty-six; Bay Shore, twenty-
four; St. Stephen, twenty-five; Frederic-

six; Point Lepreaux, nineteen; Wood-
stock, thirty-five; Chatham, twelve;
Gagetown, thirty-two. :

In Fairville, :

The cold weather of the last few days
‘struck Fairville with particualr inten-
sity, thermometers as usual reading sev-
eral degrees lower than in the city.

SEVEN DEATHS
I NEW YORK

Coal Famine Impending Th;re
Today ‘

Go&an?HuNot'W se Much|’

In Thirty Years as on Saturday
and Yesterday— Werse Today,
as  Many More Would Have
to be Out Doors -

New York, Dec. '81—Below zero|

weather for two days resulting. in( pri-

vate hous(es and -apartments - consuming |

thou of tons of coal above their
norm ‘t']requirements has .made such

deep imroads in the surplus today that
a coal famine is impending in’ this city.
Across the Hudson River ate thousands

of tons of coal, but the severe weather|

made its'transfer to disttibutors a mat-

ter of extreme difficulty. : y
“Not in thirty years has this city suf-
fered as it did on Saturday apd yester-

. On Sunday 20 below was the general !
story, though (22 was reported in some
sections. :

Today reports indicate that the cold
bas reached a climax not attained in
years. - On the Manawagonish road near
Moore’s Hill oné thermometer is said
to have registered 26 below while 23 and
24 below come from several reputable
citizens. At 9 o’colck 20 below was
read from a store vestibule' in Main
street, Fairville.

The Wilson Box Company started
operations this morning as usual bt
found they coudl not’ supply enough
steam to keep the machinery going and

hour's work the plant was shut down. -

Car passengers crossing the bridges
today remarked that
‘the river was s0

SRy

" | reports:

Sydney—Heavy fall dry snow, wind
northeast, strong.

Andover—35 below, clear.

Edmundston—30 below at 7 a.m.

Woodstock—356 below at 6 a.m., 26 at
10 am.,

St. Stephen—28 below, fair.

Fredericton—28 below .

Moncton—Light west wind, 16 below, ;
overcast.

Chatham—West wind, fine, 20 below.

Quebec Bridge Affected

Quebec, Dec. 31—Due to the intense
cold of the last three days, the struc-
ture of the Quebec bridge has sustainedi
a contraction of fully nine feet. This®
wil not affect the structure, for this
staté of things had been prevised by the
L éngineers.

58 Below

Sherbrooke, Que., Dec. 81—The cold-
est spell in many years holds this dis- |
trict in its grasp. Yesterday -and today
the thermometer registered 45 below
gero at the Experimental Farm, Lennox-
ville, where an official record is kept. At
Rock Island 58 below is reported. Busi-
ness in many of the smaller stores is
completely at a standstill, owing to in-
ability to keep buildings warm. !

New Year trade is almost nil today,’
as people are unable to travel. The coal
situation is becoming very acute, and
the dealers are besieged. There is coal
on the way, but it has been held up on
the railways.

FHONE STRIKE IN
BOSTON IS AVERTED
Boston, Dec. 81—A threatened strike
of telephone operators of the New Eng-
land Telephone Company in this city
and nearby was averted last night when
the principal wage demands were
granted by the company. The settle-
ment was announced after conferences
by a federal mediator and representa-
tives of the company and the young
women of the operators union.

ARRESTS IN NOME ON
; SEDITION CHARGES.

Nome, Alaska, Dec. 81—Earl Rogers,
editor of the Nome Industrial Workers,
and five members of the editorial board
of the paper, which is owned by a min-
ers’ on, were arrested yesterda - for
alleged seditious articles which, - it is
charged, appeared in the Woarker.

AMERICAN EXPORTS IN .
EXCESS OF SIX BILLIONS.

s

} Washington, Dec. 831—America’s ex-

$6,000,000,000 mark in 1917, a new

gh record. Imports were less than

$3,000,000,000, and the trade balance in

favor of the United States probably will
be more than $3,150,000,000.

rts were estimated today at the de-
; ?ﬁnent of commerce to have passed

SOLDIERS FROM HERE ' -
‘CROSS QUEBEC BRIDGE

Quebec, Dec. 31—Some 300 returned
soldiers, who disembarked at St. John,
were brought directly through to the
local discharge depot by special train
which pased over the new bridge. The
soldiers will remain here until Monday
evening at the latest.

David Bonner Dead.

New York, Dec. .81—David Bonner,
for more than half a century a prominent
figure in the horse world as road rider,
breeder and official in harness racing
and horse shows, died of pneumonia at
his home in this city yesterday. He
was eighty-one years old.

REQUESTS FROM HALIFAX

Mayor Hayes has received a letter
from Halifax asking if it would be pos-1t
sible to supply six. cdal teams and six
sleds, also harness for horses. Mr. Low
wired Mayor Hayes this morning ask-
ing him if it would be possible to send
some carpenters to Halifax,

BURIED TODAY.

The funeral of Mrs. Catherine McKay
took place this morning from the Mater
Misericordiae Home to the Cathedral,
where high mass of requiem ‘was cele-
brated by Rev. William Duke. Inter-!

ment was made in the new Catholic|
cemetery.

Seven Hundred Canadians Mentiore
e In Haig Despatchss

‘ndon, Dec. 30—More than 700 Canadians are mentioned in Sir Douglas
Haifls despatch. of Saturday night. The list embraces all branches of the serv-

m General Sir Arthur Currie to
"able congestion fenders immediate
wil appear later.

privates and nurses.
transmission impossible, but the names

heat the mill premises too, so after an “

day, and, hopeless of relief, Was prepar-
ing to su ragdn today. l;:; o'clock

his: morn : ometeérs _registered
| seven degrees below sero, while reports
from  outlying districts ed lower
temperatures by several Di-

rectly -or indirectly the ‘cold
resulted in seven known deat
hundreds were treated at hospi
report that there will have to b§
amputations ' of frosted fingers; toes and
ears. / Lo i
City offieials’ and charit .workefs pre-
dicted that today there wéuld be more
widespread distress than, ye

thousands, enabled by - e
ness to: remain indoors,’ W

it seemed  almost Boston, Dec. 81—New.
ﬂlregoingthmug}mié'km%mm still -sufferipg: today

brought a stiff northeast wind. The
minimum was eight below.
In many ‘distriets’ the poor were faced
with the danger of actual freezing in
their homes. The scarcity of coal has
forced them to buy in very small quan-
tities, and as the coal yards were closed
yesterday there was no opportunity for
them to replenish their exhausted “sup-
plies. Municipal and charitable officials
co-operated with coal dealers today in
an effort to meet all needs. :
; Reports from New England stations
included: Portland, Maine, 16 below;
Concord, N. H, 16 below; Hartford,
Conn.,, 14 below; Burlington, Vt., 24

 below.

Action By Railroads,

Washington, Dec. 81—Immediate ac-
tion by the railroads to relieve the criti-
cal coal shortage, particularly in New
England and other sections suffering
from the cold wave, was being consid-
ered today by Director-General McAdoo

{ and members of the railroad war board.

\

POLITICAL BALANCE IN
CONGRESS VERY CLOSE

Washington, Dec. 81—How close the
political balance in the House will be
when congress re-convenes on January
8, is shown by the following summary
made by the clerk of the House:

Total membership, 435; Democrats,
211; Republicans, 209; Independents, 6:
vacancies, 9. i

i

Issued by Author
ity of the Depart-
qent of Marine and
Fisheries, R. F. Stu-
part, . director of
aeterological service

Synopsis—The weather has moderat-
ed in the western provinces, but con-
tinues very cold from Ottawa Valley
eastward.

Lower Lakes and Georgian Bay—
Partly fair and not so cold, with some
light local snow today and on Tuesday.

Ottawa Valley and Upper St. Law-
rence—Fair and very cold today; sta-
tionary or a little higher temperature on
Tuesday.

Lower Lawrence—Fair and very cold
today and on Tuesday.

Gulf and North Shore — Northerly
winds, mostly fair and very cold; local
snowfalls in' eastern portion.

Stilf Very Cold Tomorrow

Maritime—Northerly gales with snow
in eastern portion, fair in west; Tues-
day, northwest winds, fair and continued
very cold.

Manitoba and Saskatchewan — Some
local snowfalls, but mostly fair with
stationary or higher temperature.

‘Alberta—Some light local snow, but
generally fair, not much change in tem-
perature,

Superior—Some light snowfalls, but

i mostly fair today and on Tuesday; sta-

tionary or lower temperature on Tues-
day.

New FEngland—Generally fair and not
quite so cold tonight and Tuesday, ex-
cept probably sonw in Connecticut Tues-
day; light north winds becoming vari-

able.,

" ST, JOHN,

L n ‘
be

(Moscow.)

two “soldiers’ ate sufficient to
the war, and we can now attack the English at Ypres!

B;gg\wAY. DECEMBER 31, 1917
A # ON RUSSIAN FRONT

keep the Russian army in

| uatemalaWrecked

City is contained in
perican Telegraph C
to Sen Jose from G

'The penitentiary, asy

s been declared and
d the inhabitants o

81—An estimate of 1,000 persons dead in the earthquake

a telegram received here from the Cen-
ompany’s manager at San Jose, Guate-
uatemala City yesterday. The message

‘and American consulates are badly wrecked. Forty per cent
city are demolished; most of the houses have collapsed and

Jum and ministerial buildings are all

t office end large churches are demolished.

several looters have been shot. The
£ the city to leave. Terrific earthquake

& lintervals of about five minutes. The death toll is estimated
gaph wires in the interior are again silent.”

Saps Lo Canada, Moniea
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HopesTo See

“The Boys

~ Come Home” In1918

Lord Derby’s Cheery Message to Paris

Matin; Lord Cecil

Not so. Optimistic;

British Win Back Part of Lost Ground

London, Dec. 31 — (Via Reuter’s Ottawa Agency) —
!.ord Derby, in a message to Le Matin, hopes that the com-
ing year will see the troops returning home after a victory

of right over might.

+d Robert Cecil, in 2 message, admits that the French
and British troops have a hard year before them, but hopes

that strengthen
victory. “Let us hope
Year,” he says. .

by the United States, they will hold out till
t the war will end before next New

London, Dec, 33—The British in successful counter-attacks on the Cambzai

front have regained the more important

territory on Welsh Ridge taken by the

Germans in yesterday’s attack. The war office reports,

“On the Cambrai front, as a result of successful counter-attacks fn which
we captured prisoners and machine guns, we regained the more important part
of the positions on Welsh Ridge, into which the enemy penetrated yesterday.

The enemy still retains a portion of our
querte and south of Marcoing.

“Oq the Ypres front by a minor opmﬁén fast night our line was advanced

front trench in the vicinity of Lavac-
A |

a short distance on both sides of the Y pres-Staden railway.”

French Report. |

Paris, Dec. 31—“Artillery actions oc-'
curred last night northwest of Rheims,”
the war office reports. “There were
patrol encounters north of the Chemin
des Dames (Aisne front) and near Bez- |
onvaux (Verdun front.) Everywhere !
else the night was calm.” i

Paris, Dec. 81—An American aviator
was killed yesterday while making a
test flight an an aviation centre before
French and American pilots and obser-
vation aviators.

The German Alir Service Failing.

London, Dec. 30—A despatch to
Reuters, Limited, from . British head-

quarters says the Germans are expert i-
encing difficulty in maintaining effic-
iency in their air service on the western
front. The correspondent says prison-
ers are unanimous in saying that the
output of new machines is very limited,
and that this is compelling the employ-
ment of old types of aircraft.
Five Enemy Airplaines.

London, Dec. 30—A British statement
follows: “T'wo hostile machines were

bmugl‘\t down in our lines on Saturday.
A third was brought down in the

engmy’s lines. Two other hostile ma-
chines were driven down out of con-

trol. None of our airplanes is miss-
ing.” ;

CARMINI CHURCH

Montreal, Dec. 81—A business boy-
cott against Ontario by people of Quebec
has begun, according to Le Canada, a
Liberal  morning paper published here.
Le Canada says it knows of some French-
Canadian houses in Montreal that have
decided to have no further commercial
dealings with Ontario concerns, people
who are regarded as the enemy of their
race.

Le Canada further contends that the
merchants of a wlole city in this prov-
ince have unanimously decided to boy-
cott Ontario establishments and to deal
only with Quebec or American firms.

Le Canada says that Ontario expected
that Quebec wanted to dominate Can-
ada and will find that it will simply
stop at home.

GREAT BRUSH FIRE
FIFTY MILES WDE

Londong Dec. 81, via Reuter's Ottawa
Agency—A despatch from Sydney says
that the biggest bush fire rgcorded in
the hay districts has been burning for
days on a front of fifty miles, heavily

destroying crops, fencing and grass.
Other fires are reported in the Wagga
Forbes district.

ABSENTEE DEPOTS

That is Name of Places Where
Certain Eligibles Feor Service
Will Be Taken 1=

The depots established throughout
the province under the Military Service
Act, are to be known as absentee de-
tachments. The men liable under the

act who have not reported for service
and those who have reported and have
been advised to report for duty and do
not, will be rounded up and taken to
the absentee detachment nearest their
home. The detachment in’ Moncton will
be commanded by Major J. S. Frost,
who has been the commanding officer
of the 62nd regiment,

The absentee detachment at Chatham,
which was under the command of Ma-,
jor D. McArthur, has been moved to|
Newcastle and will be under the com-
mand of Captain March. ;

Information was received at the of-
fice of military headquarters this morn-|
ing to the effect that all correspond- |
ence will hereafter be conducted in |
memo. form, this doing away with the
salutation “Sir’ and complimentary
ending.

A COLD WINTER.

“By Hen! But it was cold comin’ in
the Mash this mornin’.”

Mr. Hiram Hornbeam made this re-
mark as he broke off six large icicles |
from his whiskers and laid them on the
reporter’s desk.

“Speakin’ about cold spells,” went on
Mr. Hornbeam, “we aint had nothin’
like the last three days since that winter
the brook in the Settlement froze fast
to the bottom, an’ we had trout in cold
storage till spring. My! But they was

WIDOW OF HON. RALPH SMITH
DECLAAES HERSELF CANDIDATE

Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 81—Mrs. Smith,
widow of Hon. Ralph Smith, minister
of finance in the British Columbia gov-
ernment, announces that she will be a
candidate for the legislature at the by-
election in Vancouver made necessary
by the death of her husband last sum-
mer.

While Mrs. Smith is in the field as an
independent, the Sun editorially , sug-
gests that it would not be a bad idea to
accord her ‘the honor of election by ac-
clamation.

THE SITUATION
IN AUSTRALIA

London, Dec. 81, via Reuter’s Ottawa
Agency—Melbourne’s latest referendum
figures are 945,000 votes for and 1,121,-
000 against conscription. These figures
include the votes of the Australian forces
hitherto announced, viz., 51,000 for and
56,000 against.

London, Dec. 81, via Reuter’'s Ottawa
Agency—It is understood at Melbourne
that the Nationalist party is unlikely to
do anything calculated to bring about
an election, The federal session will be
sl.ort. Approximately 130,000 referen-
dum votes are still to be counted. Wel-
lington reports that the government has
virtually suspended the New Zealand
hemp industry in order to divert labor
to harvesting.

MRS. JACOB L. WRIGHT.

Friends of Mrs. Jacob L. Wright were
grieved to hear of her death, which oc-
curred in this city on Sunday evening,
Dec. 80, aged seventy-seven years. She
is survived by her husband,'Jacob L.
Wright, of Pleasant Point, also four
daughters and three sons. The daugh-
ters are Mrs. G. R. Baxter of 168 St.
James street, with whom she made her
home? Mrs. H. E. Brown of 86 Summer
street, and Mrs, Adam Phillips of Main
street, and Mrs. Delpina Brown of Coal
Mines, Queens Co. The sons are John

D. Colwell; of 149 Victoria street, Rob-!

ert Colwell of 44 Victoria street, and
James Colwell of Cumberland Bay,

Queens county; also there is one sister,

Mrs. Eleanor Hughes of Cole’s Island.
Funeral service will be held at the home
of her daughter, Mrs. G. R. Baxter,
168 St. Jamwes street, on Monday even-
ing at 8 oclock. The body will be
taken on Tuesday morning’s train to
Cumberland Bay for interment there.

DECEMBER BANK CLEARINGS

St. John Bank clearings for the month
ending December 31, 1917, were $8,329,-

good—chopped right fresh out of the

418; for December, 1916, $9,025,354; for
December, 1915, $6,990,553.

~ IND TAKES FIRE

Great" Damage Caused And
Lives Are Lost

SAN VALENTINE'S ALSO

Raids on Friday and Saturday
Nights— Solidity of Walls and
the Copper Reof Save Ancient
Church From Total Destruc-

tien

Rome, Dec. 31—The war office com-

munication issued on Saturday says:
" «Along the whole front there have
been only “artillery actions. They were
particularly intense on the Monte Tomba
sector.

“At Pieve Di Zoligo, British airmen
brought down one of the enemy’s cap-
tive balloons. Last evening enemy air-
craft repeated their raid on Padua,drop-
ping more than twenty explosives and
incendiary bombs. Three persons were
killed, including one child, and three
were wounded, including one woman.
Much damage was done to monuments,
private dwellings and other buildings
and two hospitals.

Fire broke out in the St. Valentine’s
church, which was hit. The fine Car-
mine church was partially burned.”

The Church Fire,

Padua, Italy, Dec. 80—The ancient!
monumental Carmini church of Padua |
was the scene of a vast conflagration,
last night which lighted up the sky for
miles. The fire started from incendiary
bombs dropped by enemy airplanes in
another raid which scattered widespread
destruction and death.

The dome of the massive church burn-
ed throughout the night, making a ma-
jestic spectacle, but the solidity of the
ancient walls, dating 1250, zmg’ the cop-
per roof saved the main ‘structure and
paintings from destruction. The bomb
hit the outer edge of the dome, which
was soon a. fiery furnace rising 160 feet
in the centre of the city.

One building was pierced from the
top to bottom and torn to pieces by a
bemb which buried four persons, three
of whom were children. The church
of San Valentine and the ancient palace
were hit and partly wrecked. Other pri-
vate buildings were also struck. ‘While
destruction of property was great, re-

ports indicate the loss of life was not
so serious as on Friday night.

(VL WAR N
EASTERN SBERI
 MANY MURDERS

Many Women and Children
Among Slain

RAUSK SET AFRE

Cessacks Are Opposing the Mur-
derous Red Guards — General
Kaledines Re-elected Hetman
of the Don Cossacks

Pekin, Dec. 81—Civil war is in pro-
gress at Irkutsk, in Eastern Siberia, on
the trans-Siberian railroad, and in the
surrounding districts. The town was
set on fire by Red Guards after they
had murdered the French consular agent
and three other Frenchmen. Many per-
sons, including women and children, are
being murdered, and street fighting is
under way.

The Bolsheviki continue to receive re-

inforcements and ammunition from
Krasnoyarsk. The Cossacks are offering

| determined opposition to the Red Guards.

The Siberian railway guards are out-
numbered and are being killed or driven
from their posts. Communication with
Petrograd has been cut off.

Bolsheviki uprisings have occurred at
Tohita and at Verkhne-Udinsk, both of
which towns are on the trans-Siberian
railway. Harbin is quiet, with the
Chinese in full control. They are guard-
ing the banks, stores and railways.

London, Dec. 30—A teelgram re-
ceived in Petrograd from Novo Tcher-
kask, capital of the territory of the Don
Cossacks, anounces that General Kale-
dines, who recently resigned as hetman
of the Cossacks on the ground that there
was opposition to him at the front, has
Leen re-elected by 562 out of 638 votes.
(Continued on page 7, second column.)

RUSSIANS RETURN 14
SEIZED AUSTRIAN STEAMERS

Anmsterdam, Dec. 31—Fourteen Aus
trian steamers seized by the Russians in
the course of the war were restored to
their Austrian owners in keeping with
an agreement reached at Brest-Litovsk.
according to a despatch from Vienna.
The total gross tonnage of the steamers
is 40,000.

British, Says Guardian, Will Reply

To Enemy Peace Offer

London, Dec. 31—The Manchester
British government, when the Austro-
officially, to return a serious and reas
arranged to vist France, according to t
Clemenceau on this subject.

The Austro-German peace terms r

Guardian says it is the intention of the
German terms of peace are presented
oned reply. Premier Lloyd George has
he newspaper, to confer with Premier

eferred to are those presented by the

representatives of the Central Powers at the negotiations with the Russians at

Brest-Litovsk. These negotiations were

interrupted for ten days to give the

Entente Allies opportunity to state whether they would join in them.

ey




