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Proportional Representation,

One good thing is due to the
lords in the restoration to the re-
presentation of the people bill of the
principle of proportional representa-
tion.  The altemative vote has been
eliminated, and a compromise adopt-
ed by which 100 constituencies to
be selected by a commission will be
used to test the system, . If it getg
a fair test the experience had in
other countriés appears to certify-to
its eventual adoption generally.

Under proportional represéntation
in a city like Toronto all the voters
vote for everybod‘y, numbering them
in the ‘order of their preference. The
result is that the men that all the
people want get elected, and the
men that a majority of the people
want get elected according to the
proportion of electors favoring the
candidates. - The effect is to get the
very best men of all parties elected,
as everybody contributes to the
choice, the preference of a Conser-
vative vpter for one Liberal before
another, and vice versa, being re-
cognized, and when necessary being
automatically given due weight. It
is the automatic and impersonal op-
eration of the system that commends
it.

Good Pc;licy Buying Ahead.

Old Soldier’s View, .

Editor Wiorld: The future historians
of Canada and the great war will be
berplexed to ascertain the exwmot dif-
ference between the old Tory govern-
ment ang the newly established Union
government, whereas it was stated by
all and everyone of the candidates to
the Union government, that political
Questions and politics were to be con-
sidered, together with class legisla-
tion, to be dead issues, or Something
to be. for ever forgotten by the elec-
torate bf the ‘Bominion of Canada. (Is
this true?) - If' so, why is it that the
first order ‘in council should read that
young men, or gentlemen, I shouid say,
be exempt from military service sim-
ply because they had held @ commis-
sion previos to the outbreak of the
world’s war, and had a partly mili-
tary training, and this after three
years and a half of the wars dura-
tion? These partly trained, and duly
qualified ‘officers ‘had failed to put
in an appearance to offer their ser-
vices to their king and country, and
another class of so-called officer, and
officers,: who have been- drawing pay
since the beginning of the war and
have had a joy ride across the
Atlantic at the expense of the gov-
emmment. There it was discovered that
there was too rapid promotion, too
rajpid, indeed, when one considers that
their exiperience in military matters
was of but a mushroom gnowth, and
when it was considered that it wouwa
be an act of humiliation to ask one
who had made such rapid strides,
from a mnothingness to a full blown
miajor or a captain in a night, to con-
test hig physical abilities, and skill
against such a common enemy as a
Hun, Under this very same law (the
Military Service Act), the working
man, his sons, and his brothers, are
notified to report for  service, d@nd
should they wish to be released from
service they will have to appear be-
fore one of the mmany exemption tri-
bunals, and give stated reasons why
they seek exemption from performing
their duty to their King and counlmry.
Of course, we are to understand that
the other fellow who has only ‘to aSK
for leave of absence until his services
are required has no King or country,
nor yet have they any obligations to
fulifily in the whay of a military duty.
If this is not class legislation what
on earth is? If the er in council

A correspondent yesterday object-
ed to the purchase of five and a half
acres of land on Glen Grove avenue
for the erection of a school on the
ground that taxes are iligh enough
and that it is no time to waste
money.

This is the cry that has been;
heard for years in Toronto with the
result of bringing the taxes up to
the thirty-mill standard. By put-
ting off the purchase of land till it
is as much a foot as it might have
been had per acre we have wasted
more money than would build all
the schools required.

“There is going to be no 29-roomed
school erected immediately. But it
is entirely wise and ecoromical to
provide a site, and a few rooms if
required at present, .in a distriq
that in a few years will be one of
the most thickly settled in the city,

Healers and the Public.

had:read that all perSons within the
military age resident in- Canada, who
have held a KXing's commission pre-
vious to the outbreak of the war, and
who have failed to offer their services
to their King and country in wirtue
of their conmmmission, and that others
who have received commissions since
the outibreak of the war, but have fail-
ed to get into active service, owing
to a too rapid promotion, are hereby
notified that ali commissions held by
gentlemen of the two classes above
mentioned, are now ganceled from this
date. Had the order nead some‘th}ng
likke this, it would be more in keeping
with the promises made during ‘the
recent election campaign of the new
Union government and it would Look
more democratic, and look more /like
fair play to all. !
An Old’ Soldier.
Hamilton, Ont.

More Bad Eggs.

NEditor World: ~Your account of 750
dozef bad eggs in the City of Toronto
struck me as something you should be
pbroud of, considering how many are
received in a small country store in
one Season, right at tne door of those
good, honest farmers. I have sent

# People who have been cured by
osteopathic and similar skill and|
people who know nothing about such
things mnaturally stand in different
camps. With the latter are natur-
- ally allied those who feel the com-
petition of the new practitioners,

Justice Hodgins was chosen to be
the independent authority who
would protect all interests and see
that the public, as well as the prac-
titioners, got a fair deal. The pro-
Dosals made afford a fair basis for
discussion, but if it be intended to
stop everybody after five months
from healing without the production
of @& certificate the public would
honor the custom in the breach
rather than the observance.

The drugless healers who are gen-
uine and effect cures cannot be sup-
pressed by regulation, but there |
ought to be some better way of es-%
tablishing their skill than by refer-
ence to a hostile authority which
begins by disputing the possibility
of such skill, These outlaw h'%alers
are just as concerned as anyone to
establish a high standard and eli-
.minate quackery. Publie repute is,
after all, what gives any healing
practitioner, drugging or drugless,

greait numbers of cases of eggs to
Torontd for the last feéw years and
never sent a bad egg and know it, but,
oh, how pitiful to see penple come to
the country store with a baskst of
€ggs, perhaps only one,’ six or eight
bad ones; they may have been
kept in a hot kitchen for the last week,
which causes them to be stale. Then
in hacching time to allow chil;dren to
gather ‘eggs where bad eggs and
hatched eggs have been thrown about
the yard. Xvery person who sells
eggs should be compelled by law to use
a free government tester and at least
some punishment meted out to those
guilty. Then last, but not least, are
those who are afraid there might be a
chick hatched out of thHeir eggs and
who parboil their eggs before they
send them to the store. KEggs, eggs,
€ges, is a burning question. with me.
I love them and only wisn everyone
could litt their eggs from the basket
of a family who are just as particular
about whe eggs they sell as they are
about the ones they would boil for
their own breakfast.
Eggs Controller,

Peat Fuel Near Toronto.

Editor World: I noticed in the
daily press a suggestion that the mat-
ter of development of the New Ontario
Peat bogs was contemplated by the
provincial government, and that there
was a great many ‘acres of peat in the
Townships of Hanna and_ St. John, and
I woyld take this opportunity of sug-
gesting thru your columns that a very
thoro investigation be made of the
many peat hede”in old Ontario before

his patients,

|
|

Lenine’s Idea of Wealth.

any definite action be taken with the
development of the northern fields.

I understand that there ame thou-
| sands of acres of very valuable peat
| lands lying within a radius of 50 miles
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For the following illuminating mnews
item we. are indebted to The Montreal
Gazette, which says - -

' Ottawa, Feb, 4.—Foresight on the
- part of the department of railways in

. the placing of orders for: locomotives

has enabled the Canadian Government

railway to come to the aid of other sys-

tems, which have been suffering from
power, Last year the

d. 100 engines of.the

type, of wh' 70 have so far

been douver&;i, Of the 70, 35 have been
-Canadia

Eastern Railway. Three

ives, which have been in

on the last-mentioned road, have

been returned to the government rail-

ways, a}d haye just been loaned to the

Grand Trunk\to relieve congestion on

. that line at the Niagara frontier. From

15 to 20 locomiotives will be placed at

the disposal of the Grand Trunk as they
become available,

The London Free Press, which reprints
the item, observes that :

The department of railways, under
which the government system is oper-
ated, is going to the rescue of the
Grand Trunk and Canadian Northern
Railways in regard to motive power.
Last year a looking-forward policy was
inaugurated.

Thus it would appear that the railways
under private ownership and corporate
management did not ‘have the “foresight’’
to provide motive power for the ever-
Increasing demands of war-time trans-
portation, It was the government railway
system that had a “looking-forward”
policy, The Grand drunk, which con-
fessed to a transportation ‘breakdown on
‘the Niagara frontier last winter, evident-
1y made no preparation for this winter.
It is getting thru to some extent because
the government railway system is helping
it out with the loan of 18 locomotives,

The Montreal Gazette's idea of a rail-
way policy would be for the government
to buy and pay for the engines and per-
mit the railway companies to operate
them at a proﬂt.i It would-Probably also
favor the government furnishing = the
roads with rolling gtock. That the gov-
ernment should every year furnish rail.
way companies with money has long been
assumed as a self-evident proposition,
The government of Canada has ‘given or
loaned to the railway companies (includ-
ifig the Canadian Pacific), one billion
dollars! ;

But it must now be evident that an
even greater burden will soon be placed
on the shoulders :of the gover ment,
Heretofore the government might con-
struct and equip a railway, as it did for
the Canadian Pacific; furnish money to
operate it, as it did for the Canadian
Northern, and provide it with engines and
cars, as it has done to some extent in
the case of the Grand Trunk and the
Grand Trunk Pacific; but the roads did
in some way manage to provide them-
selves with motive power by burning
coal and producing steam, Thejcoal had
to be purchased mainly in tl/e United
States, and the time may be soon at hand
when the roads will find that the coal
cannot be obtained, or can only be ob-
tained at prohibitive prices; in short,
there must be a general electrification of
our Canadian railways.

Now, by whom are they to be electri-
fied? All will agree that our great natur-
al water powers must be kept under pub-
lic control. Sufficient electric power to
run the railways of Canada can only -be
generdted under the authority and con-
trol of the Dominion Government, work-
ing in conjunction with the provincial
governments.

The World, therefore, contends that
nationalization must pbrecede the electri.
fication of our transportation system.
The great work of elgctrlfication must be

‘to furnish the motive power

proceeded with in a scientific way, and
the way that will be fair to all portions
of the country. It can only be fairly and
satisfactorily done by the federal govern-
ment, and if the federal government is
for the rail-
ways, why should it not own and operate
the railways themselves?

However, this question pretty well :m-
swers itself. The federal government
docs own cne-half and will soon own
more than two-thirds of the railway
mile‘age of Canada. Our railways are be-
coming nationalized because they cannot
carry on under private ownership , and
management. The one narrow question
is whetbher, after nationalizing ali the
other roads, we shall permit the Cana-
dian :Pacific to remain outside the na-
tional system under corporation man-
agement. :

1f we do, a most absurd situation will
soon develop. The g1eat purpose in na-
tionalizing the railways ?; to do away
witk superfluous construction and unne-
cessary service. But along comes the
Canadian Pacifice and applies for per-
miission to expend $100,000,000 in new
construction Such construction might
ke necessary for the C. P. R. from the
standpoint of profit, but it would be
unnecessary for the -country at large
from the standpoint of service, We ‘would,
therefore, have to either permit unme-
cessary duplication in railway construc-
tion or prevent the Canadjan Pacific from
legitimately expanding its system for the
burpose of getting more business. So
in the matter of service the national sys-
tem might furnish an needed accommo-
dation between two

the country or. it wouid ultimately  cease
to exist wherever the flag might fly.

There was an !

to be organized (with the Canadian Pa-
cific lefi out) will be doomed to failure
and dsappointment. it

and some of the strong men near him
like Sir Thomas White. We believe 'that
the. Borden Government is headed for
‘complete railway nationalization. The
danger is in delay. Sir Robert Borden
wiil never be stronger than he is today,
perhaps nevér again so strong. Within
the next year or two the Laurier oppo-
sition, with the powerful help of the
Canadian Pacific, may be & more serious
factor than it is today. Within a year
or two many of Sir Robert’'s supporters

the C, P. R. as to give him serious con-
cern. There may be a second Canadian
Pacific scandal to trouble a Canadian
statesman and a Conservative premier.
If Sir Robert - takes our advice he will

without , delay and he will launch this
country upon a new era of public owyer-
ship and progressive policy.

A reader of The World broukht in yes-
terday a copy of The Rossland (B. C)
Miner of Jan. 21, which contains an ar-
ticle by P. A. O’Farrell; the wide-rgnging
professional newspaper advocate of cor-
Doration interests, in which he describes
the advocates of public utilities as Bolshe-
viki; and that the wildest of them -are
in Torontc and Winnipeg. Mr, O'Farrell
is a great admirer of Lord Shaughnessy,
and our reader, who saw it-hinted in

this column that Col. Ham, another en-

voy at large for the Canadian-Pacific, had
béen the first to apply Bolsheviki to the
aflvecates of public ownership, thought
that the honor probably belonged to Mr.
O’Farrell. These two distinguished writ-
ers are both of the one kind and they
bear congiderable resemblance; And ene
would - almost think that the eulogistic
articles on Lord Shauvghnessy in The
Globe, describing his “cold blue eye” and
singleness of purpose, might have come
from either pen. Only we sometimes
think that another professional gentle-
man at Ottawa in this line might have
been the writer., Mr. O’Farrell’s letter
devoted to the Bolsheviki of Ontario and
Winnipeg, “has bedn published in e lot
of Canadian newspapers; and somebody
of considerable influence must be able
to secure their insertion. Who is it, un~
less it is the Canadian Pacific, and what
object is' there in it attempting to head
off public ownership by misrepresenting
it and misrepresenting all the facts con-
nected with the situation? Does Lord
Shaughnessy regard Sir Robert Borden
as of the Bclsheviki?

LEAVE OF ABSENCE BOARDS

Provision Made for- Their Establish-
ment in Milita’y Districts,

Ottawa, Feb. 7.4-An onder. has been
issued by the' militia department
which will facilitate the release of
men who have been drafted under the
Military Service Act to the detriment
of agricultural production. In order
to deal with the problem thus created
the ‘militia department has provided
for the leave of absence boards in
‘each military district to pay special
attention to applications for leave of
absence made in behalf of bona fide
farmers and farm laborers.

An agricultural representative will
be appointed in each district by the
department of agriculture, Ottawa, to
act as advisor to the board in stuch
cases, and due weight must be given
to his opinion.

{

slavery would gradually extend ail over |

> : w‘ oonmct.”"
|All the roads in Canada will be nation-
‘alized or the hational system now about !

We think Sir Robert Borden sees this .

in the ‘heuse may ‘be so approached a,ndA'
manipulated, perhaps unconsciously, by

cleun ur. the whole railway situation now. |
He will nationalize the Canadian Pacific

CHEERUP,

e
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KERENSKY’S DOWNFALL

. A copy of the Moscow Liberal news-
paper, Outro Rossii (Morning of Rus-
sia), of November 21, gives a circum- |
stantiaj picture of incidents at’ the
Winter Palace at Petrograd, seat of
the Kerensky government, during the
Bolshevik revolution of November +
showing the unpreparedness of the
Kerensky leaders to meet the condi-
tions which led to their downfall.
‘When the Bolghevik uprising broke
upon it, the provisional government'
found that, instead of a large number
of loyal troops in the capital, it had
only a handful of cadets and soldiers
on which it could rely for the defence
of the Winter Palace, that there was
no food in the building to provision
it for a siege, and that mo effective
support could be expected from vari-
ous organizations on which the govV-~
ernment had counted for assistance,

The account takes up the story at
2 a.m. on the morning of November
6, at the close of the all-night ses-
sion of the provisional government fol-
lowing the outbreak of: the Bolshevik
uprising. ' Premier Kerensky and Vice-
Premier Konovaloff left for general{
headquarters, where -the question of
the strength at the disposition of the
government and the = activities and
latest plans of the o ponents was
being discussed. Here flt) was disclosed
that the government was in a state
of utter unpreparedness. It was dis-
covered that the entire Petrograd gar-
rison was beyond a doubt on the side
of the rebels and thaf the encourag-
ing news whlr¥1 had been given dur-
ing the past few days by Col. Pol-
kovnikoff, commander of the troops in
the Petrogr district, as to the sup-
port which the government could ex-
pect was entirely baseless. About 4
o’clock in the morning the ' premier
and Vice-Premier Konovaloff came to

the conclusion that the position of the
government as Tregards combating the
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insurrection was absolutely hopeless.
Kerensky decided to go to the front,
leaving instructions with Vice-Premier
Konovaloff to summon all the members
of the eabinet and to hold a continuous
session at the Winter Palace unti] his
return, "

This session, the last one of the
Kerensky administration, opened at 11
o'clock the following morning, all the
ministers except Terestchenko being
present. Konovaloff, deeply moved,
stated the result of the conference with
Kerensky and Manikovsky and relat-
ed the situation in its actual colors.
The hopelessness of an attempt to
combat the insurrection, he said, made
it imperative for the government to
remain at its post andﬁefend its ‘posi-
tion as long as possible.

The anxiety inside the palace was
steadily growing. Rumeors of prepara-
tions for the arrest of the members
of the government / were becoming
more definite, and at 3 p.m. news was
received thru the néwspapermen in the
palace that the Lithuanian Regiment
had. been instructed to effect the
arrests. i

Hostilities Bog{n.

At 6 o'clock that evening hostilities
were opened, the guards outside the
Saltykoff gate being seized and dis-
armed, but the members of the garri-
son finally were" able to close the
gates. Reinforcements for the Bol-
sheviki were constantly arriving. All
streets in the vicinity were closed to
traffic,c and by 7 o’clock even the
square in front of the palace had been
occupied. Soon afterwards an ulti-
matum, demanding immediate surren-
der on penalty of bombardment of the
palace, was received from the Bolshe-
vik authorities, who already had occu-
pied general military headquarters.
Tho no assistance'was in sight, the
ministers decided to return an abso-
lutely negative reply. :

At 150 am. a smal foi'ce of the
enemy succeeded in entering the so-
called Gallery of 1812 and disarming

Senm Boy —

‘'mbst a catastrophe.

the 40 men who at that'time com
the interior guard of the pglzu:e.

The ministers were found in the
terior hall, where, they were still e
deavoring to continue their meeting
spite of the tumult indicating that
palace had been captured, and wi
ordered to put.on their coats and fo
low the rebels. Vice-Premier Konov;
loff's hat and coat had been stolen,
someone threw over him a doldi
coat, and all the ministers, surrou
by a crowd of ‘soldiers; red guands
hostile civilians, left the palace
their long and dangerous prome
to the fortress of Peter and
across the river.

The Winter Palace squarerwas fil
witg an excited mob, who surrou
the"little knot of ministers and th
guards, shouting, “Kill them! Kl
them!” : E

As the ministers were marched alon]
the river quay on their way to th
Trinity Bridge the crowd .and
tumult constantly increased. The ¢
of the mob changed from_ “Kilj the
to “Throw them in the river!"
spite of reinforcements to the guars
the danger of a general lynching
grew, particularly when it wi d
covered that Kerensky had escaped.

At the Trinity Bridge there was 8
Over the bridj
which was' completely oovered by
crowd, an armored automobile e
deavored to make its way, and wh
a call to halt was disregarded fire
was opened from both ends of  the
bridge. The crowd threw themselyes
flat upon the bridge until the firing
ceased. Finally at 6 o’clock the min-
isters reached the fortress and were
lodged in safety in its cells.

GERMAN WAS FINED,

Regina, Feb. 7.—John/ Koltenbrun-
ner, a weédlthy German of Bulvea,
Sask., has been fined, $500 and zos*s
for preventing his two sons from regs
istering under the Military Servig

The case Was made by the pro-
vincial police.

HOME

To encourage everybody to record -

events of the war

individual

viewpoints Canadian and American
newspapers are supplying readers for
a limited time only with the Sol-
dier’s-Sailor’s Diary ‘and English-
French Dictionary. Distribution in
this province is being conducted ex-

clusively by

The World

| Toronto --. Hamilton

Every Soldier will feel'sbliged to learn French. -
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Self-P

“F'ronouncing by the modern, authoritative olty, he s

points, but could we
forbid the

Lenine’s shallow philosophy is ap-
parent in® his policy of confiscation, |
He says the masses must take wha‘t;’
is’ stolen from them, and the rich |
who have hidden their wealth he |
says must give it up. There is no |
wealth in a state like the present |
Russia except the pgoduce of labor,
Gold and gems are of no value if|
ene wishes to exchange the neces- |
saries of life for them.

Lenine appears to think, as many |
capitalists do, that wealth is an end |
in itself. He says the republic!
needs 28 billion rubles (half as
many dollars) annually, and there |
are only cight million rubles in|
aight. The republic has evidemly.;
to learn that current income is only |
derivable from current production,
the result of toiling and ‘planiing. |
Labor must learn to think as it soj

Fllglil, ¢

ipcidly does in Creal B

‘ox' the City of Toronto, there being at

least 20,000 acres of the very best peat
in the world in the Holland River
marsh and a distance of only 35 -or 40
miles from the city, with the Grand
‘I'runk Railway running thmu it, as well

| as being within two miles of the To-

ronto and York Radial Railway,- as
well as the navigable waters of Lake
Simcoe. Why 80 500 miles north,
where they are only served by one
vailroad, when these immense tracts
are close at hand? We all know that
in the past it has not been the
coal that has cost the money, but the
freight rates and :duty. ‘Practically
one-half of the fuel value is made up
of cash expended, so that we have
been burning ecash rather than coaf’
Upon enquiry I find that the freight
rate from Cochrane is 25c¢ per hun-
dredweight, or $5 a ton, and that from
Bradford to Toronto is only 7c per
hundredweight, or $1.40 a ton. This to
my mind proves conclusively that un-
less peat is manufactured close to the
place it is to be consumed it would be
100 expensive for commercial use.

Do -you not think, when we have
ilhese gre fields lying right a: ur

doors-and the imminent fuel shortage

1t

.

Canadian Pacific to compete
by a duplication of service? Then when
we come to fix rates we would find the |
C. PR clamoring for profits big enough
to pay dividends, altho a national 2Ps-
tem woulu not aim to take a dollar from
the service beyond what is required for
working expenses, fixed charges, renew-
als, betterments ang 8o forth,

Public Ownership  pulls one way and
private ownership the other. They can-
not be yoked together and plow a strajght
furrow of Bcvernment policy, A govern-
ment no mcre than a man can serve
two masters. The railway that has no
aim bLut to serve the public cannot be
operated under the same policy of a
railway whoge principal aim is to pay
dividends to stockholders. Lincoln once
pointed cut that a nation could not re-
main hal! slave and half free; either

staring us in the face, that every
municipality shonld get busy and lay
cur claims before the legislature at the

carlles: possile momont ?
B. W, Hunter.

|
Newmarket, Feb, 1, 1918, ;
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