
mally accused, in the aforesaid Petition, of " illegal, unjust, and unconstitu*

tional conduct," and afler having borne himselftowards the Representatives

of the People of Lower-Canada, in a manner insulting to a ' ^ody, and des-

tructive of the respect which should be due to His Majesty's Representative.

That i.ifc acts of the Governor in Chief, of which the People of this

Province still have to complain, were, for the most part, enumerated in the

aforesaid Petition to your Honourable House *, that since that time, the vin-

dictive and bitter feelings, together with the arbitrary and unbecoming con-

duct which his Excellency has displayed towards the People of this Pro-

vince, have created an universal feeling of discontent towards His Excel-

lency's Administration.

That among the just subjects ofcomplaint against the present Adminis-

tration of this Province, the system which is exhibited in the distribution of

offices necessarily holds a conspicuous place j that the chief recommenda-

tion to office continues to be a display of marked and bitter animosity to-

wards the majority of the People of this Province ; that it is seldom men of

French Canadian origia find their way into office under any circumstances,

but when they are appointed, it is not until they have alienated themselves

from the sympathies of the People, and allied themselves with the factious

minority opposed to the wishes and interests of the country -, and that even

the sacred character ofjustice has been recently polluted in its source, by

the appointing to the high office of Judge of the King's Bench, for the Dis-

trict of Montreal, a man who was a violent and decided partisan of the Ad-

ministration of the Earl of Dalhousie, and the declared enemy of the laws

which he is sworn to administer , and also by the appointment of a great

number of Commissioners, for the trial of small cauoes in different parts of

the country, intentionally selected on the eve of a General Election, from

among the notorious partisans of the present Administration.

That another cause of complaint which has arisen since the aforesaid

Petition of the Commons of Lower-Canada, to your Honourable House, is

the culpable indiffi^rence betrayed bv the Governor-in-rhipf nr^ th^
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of the frighttul ravages committed by the Asiatic Cholera during the last

summer. That a few days after the existence ofthe dreadful scourge in the

City ofMontreal was ascertained, the Corporation of the said City, in accord-

ance with its strict line of duty^ passed a series of Resolutions authorising

an application to the Governor-in-Chief for an extension of the Quarantine

Regulations to the Port of Montreal ; and for an aid for the purpose of for-

warding the destitute Emigrants to their destination ; that the answer of the

Governor was more than a bare refusal—it was marked by coldness and in-

sult ; that your Petitioners are firmly of opinion that the virulence which the

disease subsequently assumed in the said City of Montreal, would have been

considerably mitigated, had the Head of the Administration complied with

the prayer of the Corporation j and that the People of the Country general-

ly, and more especially the surviving relatives of the one thousand three

hundred victims who died in Montreal, and of the thousands in the Pro-

vince, who have fallen victims to the disease, look upon the conduct of His

Excellency as one of the principal causes of their suffering and bereavement.

That since the aforesaid Petition of the Commons of Lower-Canada,

your Honourable House, in whose deliberations, be it remembered, the

People of this Province have no voice, have sanctioned the sale of lands

belonging to this Province, to several individuals, using the title of the

" British North American Land Company," and thereby have taxed this

Colony, contrary to the most important and indisputable of ihe birth-rights

of British subjects, which were more particularly acknowledged and confirm-

ed to Colonies with local Legislatures by the faith and honor of the British

Parliament, pledged by the Declaratory Act of 1778, the violation of which

principle recognized in said Act, led to the rightful and successful resist-

ance ofthe former British Colonies and dismemberment of the British Em-


