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be iirccHMiuy to tlio full siioocssoC tlu. „l,j(rt of thoir o,";iiii.
/atioii, woiil<l inati'iially iiitcrlVru with tlio views t'litcitirjiuMl
by CaptJiiii Ilall, and tli<> piiiposo for wliidi tlio appropriation
was i'\ i<l('iitiy iiitciMJcd by ('uii^frcss.

Alllioii-h tile special (.bjects iiiid p(M'idiar or;,'aiiizalioii of
this expedition are not primarily of a Hcientilie eharacter, yet
many i>henoniena may be observed an<l sjH'cimens of natural
history be inei(h'nlally eollei-ted, i)artienlarly durinf,Mlie lon'o'

winter jyeriods in wliieli the vessel ninst neeessiuily remain
stationary; and tlierelbre, in order that the (.pportnnity of oh
tainin;;' sueh resnlts nii-jht not bo lost, a eommittn- .,f the
National Academy of Heienees was appointed to prepare a
series (»f instnietions (,n tln^ ditferent branches of physics and
natural history, and to render assistance in procurin;;' the scien-
title onttit.

(Jreat dillienlty was met with in obtaining- men of the ]. ^per
seientilu' ac(inirements to embark in an enterprise which must
nee^'ssiirily l>e attended with mnch privation, and in wiiich,
ill a measure, science must l»e subordinate. This dilhculty was,
however, hiii)i)ily obviated by the olfer of an aeeomplisln'd [.hy-

sicist and naturalist. Dr. K. IJessels, of Jleidelbery', to take
chai'^(! of the scientilic; operations, with sueh assistance as
eoidd i»e afforded him by two or throe intellif;'ent youii;;- men
that ini;4ht be trained for the service. Dr. JJessels was the
scientillc director of the (lorman expedition to Spitzber^^en
and Nova Zenibia, in 18G!), durinj;' which he made, for the Ikst
time, a most interestin,u' series of observations on the depths
and currents of tlie adjacent seas. From his character, acquire-
ments, and enthusiasm in the cause of science, he is admirably
well (pialified for the arduous and laborious otlico for which he
is a volunteer. Tlie most important of the assistants was one
to be intrusted, under Dr. Uessels, with the astronomical and
magnetic observations, and such a one has been found in the
person of Mr. ]}ryan, a j^raduate of Lafayette College, at Easton,

Pennsylvania, who, luuler the direction of Professor Ililgard,

has received from .Mr. Schott and Mr. Keith, of the Coast Sur-

vey, practical instructions in the use of the instruments.
The Academy would therefore earnestly recommend, as an

essential condition of the success of the objects in which it is

interested, that Dr. liessels be appointed as sole director of the

scientitic operations of the expedition, and that Captain Hall

be instructed to alford him such facilities and assistance as may


