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on Sir Charles Wetcalle's part, to Responsible
Goveriinieiit, or lilieral measures, or liberal
men. More 1 do not believe. Had Sir
Charles Metcall'e been received and treated by
his latfi Council with the consideration and
ennfidence to whicii iiis position, talents a.itl

character alike entitled liiiti, I cannot but leel
conlident that the result would have been al-
to;rether dilieront.

I may perhaps be told that in assuniinf; ihis
explanation ol' the antai^onisni about wbicii so
much has been said, I assume more than I

have a ri^iht to do ; more than the known facts
of the case warrant us in believint;. Let the
Jiistory of the late Session answer. I am much
mistaken, if it do not prove the cx-Ministers
quite imprudent enoui^h to have made all the
mistakes I cliarsc upon them, in their early
intercourse with the Governor General. It

may also, at tlie same time, throw some lii^lit

on the question, and how tbey came to choose
the lime they did lor their i'lnal rupture with
him.
The Session opened with the announcement

that the removal of the Seat ot Government
was to be made a Cabinet question. With
tiiat decision of the'rs, 1 have no fault to find.
I^ike every one else in Canada, 1 hold that
the Home Government ought to have
settled the question, instead of forcing it, with
all the angry excitement its discussion must
produce, upon the Province. This mischief
done, however, the best course the Provincial
Government could take was to make the dis-
cussion as little exciting as possible, by an
early, fmal decision of the controversy ; a re-
sult which they made much more probable,
when tbey made the inatter a Cabinet ques-
tion. But having done this, they siiouid have
done more. Tiiey could not hut know that
Mr. Harrison's resignation would have to be
explained in Parliament at a very early day

;

that the necessity for this expianatio'n must
force from them their seat of Government mes-
sage at that early day ; and that the discussion
of the question in either House might Ibllow
immediately. In England, under such cir-

cumstances, Ministers \vould have taken care
to write beforehand to all tiieir supjiortcrs in

both Houses asking their attendance on or he-
tore the day when the message was to come
down

; a course which at once prevents sur-
prise and pleases those to whom the attention
is paid. This was not done ; few of their
friends in the Upper House had reached King-
ston when the message came down to that
body : and the Opposition, by discussing it

there immediately, defeated them. Hence,
when the measure had passed the Lower
House, it became nesessary to bring it on a
second time in the Council ; to obtain the vote
of the real majority of that body ; and this
most unusual step, following closely as it did,
upon all the irritations of the debates in the
two Houses, produced the secession en muisse
of the minority,— that is to say, of 14 of the
19 Upper Canadian Councillors. A quorum of
the Council from that day forward, could hard-

ly be kept together
; and the continuance of

the Seosion, and the fate of u// its nie<surts,
hun.' in doubt almost from day to day, in con-
secjuence.

With other great measures of tiie Session,.

the course taken was much the same. Their
name was Legion ; and long before the ruj)-

ture witii the Governor, their jostling and
crowding of each other on the Older book had
so embarrassed the House as almost to make it

impossible for it to get through with any of
tbem. So many long, important liills could
not be read by members in tiie time allowed.
Half the number would have fully occupied
them. They complained, too, (the friends of
the Government I mean.) that tiie measures
were generally tlirown before the House witii-

out tiie courtesy of previous consultation wilii

any of them. In Kngland, Ministerial Hills

are shown, before being introduced, to leading
Ministerial Members; suggestions are asked
for

; suggestions, indeed, i'lom any Ministerial

Member are welcomed, but here, in most
instances, every member not in the Adminis-
tration had these long Hills nut into his hand to

read for the lirst time, after the House had gone
through the form of reading them for tiie liist

time ; fiicndly objections to matters of meio
detail were again and again mot with a degree
oniavtciir, oil the ]iait of individual niinisteis

amounting to downiiglit rudeness ; and amend-
ments, generally speaking, were resisted. As
introduced, most of the measures were good in

j)iinciple and calculated to be jiopular ; but this

was neither the way to make them as popular
or as nearly perfect as they might lie made,
nor yet the way to keep up the strength of

even a strong A(hTiinistration.

Instances there were, however, of mistakes
in principle. Mr. Laiontaine's Lower Cana-
dian Judicature Bills, for example, (in their

main features, a transcript of his Bills long ago
laid before the House of Assembly of Lower
Canada,) embodied the principle of allowing

judges everywhere to sit in appeal upon their

own decisions ; a principle new and monstrous,

as applied to the Civil Code of Lower Canada,
which makes the judge constantly determine
the fact and the law alike, without the aid of

a jury. \'ct on this pioposition Ministeis

made a strong hght, rather than yield to the re-

monstrances of their wannest friends. Mr.
Viger was obliged, though with evident reluc-

tance, to contest the point through more than
one pretty warm debate ; and it was not till

they had been beaten on a division that they
gave it up.

Their course with the Upper Canada Assess-

ment Bill was marked by still greater indiscre-

tion. In principle, the Bill itself was excel-
lent ; but it proposed a great innovation on the

existing system, and from its not having been
distributed over the country in time, the people
of Upper Canada, generally, were far from
comprehending what it really was. It was
said to be a measure to increase taxation ; its

provisions were denounced as inquisitorial

;

rnd from its proposing to make ])crsonal pro-
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