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islund coast. Tin' most ini])ortant harl)ors, and in fact Ww oidy ones, in

the strait of .luan d<' Knca ar»^ on the Vancouver island shore, for on the

south side of Fnea strait there are but a few o|>eii roadsteads.

At the entrance of l''iu'a strait, on the north side, there are. also exten-

sive tishinj;' banks, ext(indiii}>- west, in IVoni 40 to 100 fathoms water,

which at no distant thiy will rival those of Newfoundland ; and for fish

in;;/]Mir|)oses the harbors formed by tlie numerous islands studding l>ar

clay sound \\w. most convenient.

liarchiy scauid is tin; outlet to a ^jreater portion of Vam'ouver islind,

which is drained thronfjli the Alberiii <'anal, tiiat extends U.j miles

throufih a mountainous ranyc, to the basin, as it were, of the island, a

level country heavily tind)ered and watered by a larjj^e stream that

receives its su|>i>ly fi'om a chain of lakes i)enetratinji; still i'urther north.

These ac(iuisiti<nis would have been of }>reat valno to American inter

ests, beinji' at the entrance of and upon the Juan Fuca strait, that leads

to the extcnf.ivc waters a short distance east; and now, uidess w(^ secure

San .luan island, with its harbor, the conimerc(( of this vast inland sea

will be, to a ;jreat extent, paraly/cd, if not (U)ntrolled, by an op])osin^'

naval i)owcr.

These islands, extendi ii}i from t he 40tli parallel south tothestrait of .luan

de Fuca, hav(^ an ai-ea of about .$.'5.") s(juare miles ; and the ])rincipal con

tiinious channels south to the Fuca strait nuiy be stated as follows, viz

:

1. Throuffh INn-tier J 'ass south by Swanson channel and the Canal d«'

llaro, leaviuff UO s(piarc miles of islands to the west and 20,1 scpiare

miles to the east.

li. Through Activ<' I'ass south by the Swanson chaniu'l and th<^ Canal
de Haro, h'avin;; 110 sipian^ miles to the west and -J4r) to the (nist.

.'5. Throufih the Canal <Ie llaro, leavinji 145 s(|uare miles to the wcsi

and 210 to the east.

4. Throufjh I'rt'sidcnt's i)assav:e, Ontario roads, and Little l>elt i>as-

saf?e,leavin}j; 210 s(piare nnles to the west and 145 s(puir<t miles to the east.

Ami tinally thronjih Rosario strait, |)lacin«;' .'{10 square nnles to the

west, or all the islands with the cx(H'ipti<ni of Cypress, (Jucmes, Sin

clair, ]>umini, and a few smaller ones, comprisiu}; only abmd 45 scpnirc

miles.

In the j;'eo};rapliical lucmoii- published in executive (h)cunu'nt of Sen-

ate, Y.o. 20, 2d session 40th Conjjjress, a full description of tln'se islands

is given, with a nmp and cross-section showing conclusively "the chan-

nel which sei)aratcs the eontinent from Vancouver's island." In the con-

structicMi of that maji, traciu}-' out each 10-fathom curve, it a|>pcars that

the strongest currents are from the gulf of (ieorgia s(Hith to the Fuca
strait, through tlu^ two main channels, the Canal de Haro on the west

and Kosario strait on tlu' east ; and in order to show at a glance nature's

dividing line the 10-fathom curves as far as the 70th fathom \vA\i\ been

shaded by sanding; ami using the map to illustrate the channel ques-

tion, I suggested following the strongest current, and gav«^ thci compari
son of the two channels tinit is more fully stated under the heading of

"channels" in the geographictal memoir.
The i)osition of these islands bears an imjiortant relation to the ter

mintjs (d" the North Pacific r; ilroad, if that is to be ui)on the waters of

I'uget sound. Independent of their «'onunanding iM)sition as naval or

nulitary stations, controlling, as they will, the i)rincii)al outlet of Wash-
ington Territory, they of necessity will be the onth^t for all that portion

north of the Skagit river; and to leave that (pu'stion to arbitration is to

suggest an equal division.

It has been and doubtless is still the intention of the Kngiisli govern-


