
smy individuaL Nor docs the a«?l oblige parents to hare theit

children baptized, in order to render their parentag*; legiti-

mate i or what would become of the children of Jews, Qua-
kefs, Baptifts, &c. ? Yet Mr. Attorney General faid, in the
prefence of Mr. William Laing, « You have no right, Mr,
Bentom, to baptize, 8ic. to legal purpofes ;" implying, what
the Epifcopalian party conftantly aflFirmed in the plenitude of'

their piety and wii'dom, that tJie children I baptized would
have no legal proof of their parentage ; the marriages I fol-

emnized, were invalid in law ; and that there would be no
evidence admiffible in a court of juftice of the deaths by mc
enregiftered ! What an horrible principle of perfecution, more
odious than any ever aiSlcd upon by the arbitrary Houfe of
Stuart ! it makes my hand tremble whilft committing it to
paper ! yet fhocking as the idea appears, it is what my per-
fecutors infift on ; and unlefs feme vigorous meafure were
adopted to prevent It, would I fear fucceed in eftablifhing

fuch a M icked dodlrine as the rule of practice in Canada, in
refpedt of minifters of the gofpel unfan^ioned by the fmile*
of epifcopacy, and the law oiBcers of the Crown.
As the regifter a£t does not interfere with the ftate of re-

ligious liberty, fo neither muft it be fuppofed to do fo for
not being pafled as the conftitution prefcribes afts creating
burthens, penalties, &c. in refpeft of religious worfliip, to
be paffed ; it would be virtually faying the Houfe of Aflem-
bly and the Legiflative Council had broken the Conftitu-
tion, to aflert this ftatute excludes any minifter whatever
from the enjoyment of the civil and religious liberties he
enjoyed previous to its formation. Mr. Attorney General
may make fuch an alTcrtion ; but I fliould fear to do fo, un-
lefs I had a figned and fcalcd pardon in my pocket.
The Attorney General in his information, admits my con-

gregation to be a proteftant church, and declares Clark Ben-
tom, gentleman, to be doing the clerical duty thereof. It

then follows from the regifter ait, if the aflertion be true, as
it certainly is, that it is the duty of Clark Bentom, be he
gentleman, or no gentleman, being the congregation's ac-
knowledged minlfter, to have and keep regifters, according
to the regulations of the fail act.

li I am no nvinlilcr, as ibme wife men afllrt, pray whrit
has the reqiller net to tio wkh me ? notliing in the world •,

no mori than with one nf Mr. Seweil's clerks. So then, be
I a nihiifter, or v,o minil'ter, the information againft me i^-

groundLf-i and auilird. Upon the v/hole, my obedience is'


