
LATE WAR 44^
ill them. This return included all pcrfons com-
mitted for high trcafon iincc the aif.nr at Lexington.

This motion was aflented to by miniftry, the
friends of which oblcrved, that an inquiry of
this kind would fully evince how little adminiftra-

tion was inclined to treat any individuals with un-
neceflary feverity,' and how ready to give all rca-

fonable fatisfadiion to fuch as required proofs of
the propriety of their conduft, and the uprightnei's

of th'-ii intentions.

The realbns alledged by oppofition for a difcon-

tinuance of the b'il, were, that no fort of neceflity

appeared for the precautions it alluded to. No ef-

fect had been produced by it, as none of thofe evils

had happened which it was intended to remedy.

—

It was therefore ufelefs ; and being otherwife of a

dangerous tendency to public freedom, ought not

to be allowed of, but in cafes of the extremcft ne-

ceflity.

It was argued, on the fide of miniftry, that the

very motive mentioned by oppofition for difconri-

nuing the bill, was a proof of its expediency. It

had prevented thofe evils which would otherwife

have happen''d, and mult have been fevercly pu-

nched. Its continuance was therefore highly ex-

p^dioiit, as it contributed lb effediually to dometlic

trancjuility.

Aficra variety of argument?, much to tlie fame

effect, a continuance of the bill was voted by a ma-
joritv of one hundred and fixtcen, to fixty.

The next fubie(5t whtrein America became agdiu

an object of dilcufTion, was the land-tax. iiere

the difpurants on either fide renewed that immenfe

variety of aigumentarlon which had for years been

repeated to lb little purpofe. The inutility of war-

ring in America for the purpofes of taxntion, wds

enforced from the impracticability of raifing a reve-

r.ue out of a country that had no moncv, and whicii
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