
•2f;(; i-iAlitK ISLANt) — MACDONAf-I*.

III my second paper I called your utteiitioii to tl\(.' vicisMitilile-

tliis island had underi^'one iVoni Htorni and curivnt wliicli, at-cord-

iivj; to Admiralty surveys, Ijad within (SO yearn reduced its ai-eit

I'rom 40 miles in len!L,^th and 2| miles in breadth to 22 miles in

ieno'th and less than 1 mile in breadth, and itn heii^ht from 200

ft-et to <S0 feet, niaterially alterin^i;' its outline and position.

I will now endeavor to trace its orii^in, its ndatiun to that

vast sand accumulation known as otV shore banks, and also the

tiauses now at work hastening;; its destruction or submergence.

Of coui-se any atten^pt at an explanation of its oi'igin must be

based upon the assumption that it is the result of natural

a<'-encies, in other wor<ls that it is not a mere huge san<l baidc

thrown up by some freak of nature, as it might api)ear to n

casual observer, but that the forces that rolled each grain of

sand aoainst its fellow until this innnense accumulation ai-ose as

an island from its ocean bed, are governed by a law as fixed and

unalterable as that which holds the planets in their orbits.

in seekimx for its origin among others two theories are prom-

inent, 1st, that it is the result of causes now visible and suV)ject

to investigation, as in the case of material being transported by

icebergs. 2nd, that it is the remains of a former age, now under-

going geological changes yet unfinished.

Before us we have a chart showin'g off shore Imnks, and

another showing their relative submergence, which 1 have com-

piled from latest survfjys.

Be*dnnin<>- at tlie eastern extreniitv of this remarkable forma-

fcion we have what is known as the great bank, 240 miles E. and

\V., and 21)4 miles N. and S., an area equal to the whole islatid

of Newfoundland. West from this we have the Queio bank, 120

j'uiles in lenath ; north of this again is the Canso bank, 00 miles

in length ;
west from Quero, 12 miles distant, we have the Sable

Island bank, 200 miles in length and 90 miles in breadth. On

this bank we have a narrow thread-like elevation above the sur-

face which is Sable Island proper. North of this, separated by

a narrow channel, is wdiat is known as the middle ground, 35

miles in length. West from this is Sambro, 12 miles in length :

^l/e«:I^lWk).bank 32 miles E. and W. ; then the Roseway bank,
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