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the govrrnmcMt could hr carrirt! on inde-prn-

detuly of lh<.' wislii's of tin? it'^islatur«!; and it soon

lK*cain<r cl<Mr to thv people of the proviiu:<'s who
dt;Hir(!cl a rrsponsihlt? ^^ov^•rnlnl•nt that the first and

most nccc'ssary step was to st'ciire toniroi, not only

of their own provincial rev«'niies, which they hati

not always ^uardeil with sufficient rare, hut of the

crown r<;venues as well. Indeed, their aim can not

bt; said to have been so much to secun; "responsible

government" by means of obtaining ronirol of all

the public revenues, but rather, simply as a pure

busin(!ss matter, and .is an end in itstilf, to mana^^e

what they conceived to be their own property in th(Mr

own way. This point once ji;ained what was calleil

responsible government necessarily appearcxl. For

when in 1S47 the Hritish (iovernment fmally sur-

HMidered control, Lord ICIjrin, asitle from his own
predilections in favour of self-jrovernment in the

colonies, would ha\e been oblijred, as William !II.

was obliged at the end of the seventeenth century,

to choose those ministers who could induce Par-

liament to vote the supplies.

But during the second quarter of this century the

struggle went on. It may perhaps be conveniently

divided into three stages :

I. The struggle to obtain control of the duties levied under

acts passed |)rior to 18 Geo. 111.—the Declaratory Act.

II. The struggle to obtain control of the Revenues arising from

the domains of the crown—public lands, mines, forests-

the king's posts, etc. \
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