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«* chiingc in this part of our fyftem might be attended

'• with the moft important confequences, efpccially to a

" clafs of people, who bear the chief burthen of all the

*' taxes, and are the fupport of the ftate of the commu-
" nity. I own I tremble for the change, and ftiould

" hope this matter may be a little more thoroughly cx-

«• plored in all the eSc&s of its operation, before any
«* fuch idea becomes a leading doftrine."

As in the body of this work, the 4th and 9th feflions

efpecially, I have pointed out the necedlties of, and ad-

vantages to be derived from art ahftlutefree import and

export of corn t cattle ^ and proviftons, and have at the

fame time (hewn that the fears of the landholders are

groundlefs, and that, on the contrary, they in the end

would be great gainers by the continuance of fuch free

import and export, it will be here unneceflary to reca-

pitulate all thofe arguments.

I fliall only ebferve, that Governor Pownal has, in

my opinion, fallen into that error long fmce endea-

voured to be exploded, " that the landed and commer-
« cial interefts of the kingdom are different."—On this

erroneous principle he evidently prefers the landed in-

tereft to every other in the ftate befides, and, in this,

follows a direft contrary fyftem to that of the French,

who on the other extreme of the fame falfe principle,

facrifice the landed intereft to what they think to be the

commercial. They almoft uniformly * prohibit the ex-

portp.tion of grain, that their manufadturers may never

be in want of it, and always have it low. But herein

(a corroboration of the landed and commercial intereft;

being the fame) they defeat the very purpofes they defign

to promote.—The farmer in a good crop having no vend

for his furplus, and fearful that the next may be as good,

is anxious to difpofe of what he has ;—thus more being

offered at market than is wanted, occafions the whole

to fall fo low, that the cultivators of the earth are fcarce

• In T7(54 an editS was iflutd, permitting .1 free commerce in

grain; hut ia the l^ttct [>ari of 1767 the export was again tutally

prohibited.
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