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own Rights, as to take care that the Power fliould

be lodged in proper Perfons duly qualified. For
this End it was provided, by 12 Rich. II. c. 10.

that no Steward of any Lord fliould lie in the Com-
mifllon of the Peace; and by 13 Rich. II. c. 7.

that Juftices of Peace fliould be made of the mod
fufficient Knights, Efquires, and Men of Law. The
like Provifion is made in 2 Hen. V. Pari. 2. c. i

:

And to fecure the Obfervance thereof, it was upon
a Complaint of infufficient Perfons being made
Commiflloners of the Peace, enafted by the fame

Parliament, c. 2. that they fliould be afllgned by

the Advice of the Chancellor and tHe King's Coun-
cil: And by 18 Hen. VI. c. 11. that upon Notice

of any Juftice of Peace, who had not Lands to the

Value of 20 /. a Year, the Chancellor fliould put

another in his Place ; and for want of fufficient Per-

fons having Lands of that Value, he was directed to

appoint difcrcet Perfons learned in the L^aw, though

they had not Lands to that Value. It muft be ob-

lierved that 9.0 /. a Year was then the reputed Value

of a Knight's Fee, and worth 500/. or even 1000/.

a Year, as Lands are fet at prefent : And it was

certainly the Spirit and Intent of that A6t, that no-

body of a lefs Efl:ate, than what now, by the acci-

dentally increafed Plenty of Money, would {tt for

this laft Sum, fliould be put into the Commiflion ;

even though in thofe Days there were very few Per-

fons that had fo large an Eftate in any County.

Thus did all the Civil Power center at laft in the

Crown : And this Power hath been ever fince en-

creafing -, particularly as to Juftices of the Peace,

by a Cuftom of long ftanding, though introduced

without thinking of the Confequences, of putting

the Execution of all Laws and Regulations into the

Hands of Perfons, who had fo much of a Difcre-

tionary Power, even in their original Inftitution,

that in fome Cafes it appeared to be arbitrary. Ever
fince


