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the Er'iP Canal, this t»Toat tliorou^-hfarf ran he made so, that

in 1S5(I it can secure to us (brever the great Western trade

and do more than douhle die husincss it can now do, and

furnisli the means to hasten the con>pletion of tli(; othtM*

works s(»oner than they can he ohtained Iroin any other

source.

In a conversation I have had recentlv with a irentleman

who has held several interviews with the Canal Connnis-

sioners on this sul)ject—he inlornis me that tliey estimate

the work of doublino- the locks between Albany and Syni-

euse, and placini,'' new single enlarg-ed locks where the

small sized old ones remain, ])etween Syracuse and Butla-

lo, and giving the Canal five feet of water throug-hont, can

])e done (or $l.r)(K),0()0, and within th(^ three ensuinir veai'S.

The surplus accruing during the same time, exceeds the

estimated amount recpiired to do the work. This would

enable l)oats to pass tlie whole length of the Canal carry-

ing l,r)()() bai-rels of flour, being on an average, more than

double tllt^ niunber \\\vy now carry. Boats can navigate

the Canal from Buffalo to Rochester, carrying 4,200 bush-

els of wheat, l)ut beyond that place, there are remaining

many of the old sized locks; and two boals and two setts of

hands and horses are requir'd, to take this quantity to

Albany.

This trifling expenditure would more than doul)le the

ca|)acity of the Canal, and render useful the vast sums

already (?xj)ended for that ])ur))ose; and as new larg(^ boats

would immediately replace the present small sized ones,

double the amount of business could be done, without in-

creasing- Uie number of l)o<its and lockag-es;—the doubling

of the locks from Syracuse to Albany, where boats from all

the lateral canals accunuilale in the main trunk, would facili-

tate their passing, and jiermit an increase of their numl)er.


