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expiTssing suLinissiori, itc, tlioso I rflquofiteil tlK'm to drstroy, atlvisiiig (hat notliiiig mora
slioiild 1)0 iloiio than under tlio fircuni:st;uici>.s wan ahsulutoly necessary, namely, that having
niado their election, you should simply iiitimato the fact in formal terms to Mr. Jiunn, who
liad hoen namod Secretary of tUo ('ouiieil, and not t.i Mr. Riid. Tho elections in the

P^nglish parishes having taken place on tho 2r)tli February I a:;ain saw Jliel, who
re-assured me, that all thy prisoners would be released within a day or two after the

first meeting of tho Council. On tho 28tli, ho again sent for mo ard in profjcnce of Mr.
Frasor, delegate from tho Scotch Parish, KiWonan, rejieated his promise that the lives of

the prisoners were secured, and that their leleaso would shortly loUow.

I had no further communication with Iviol initil Monday, cho 4th IMarcli, when about

10 o'clock in tho morning. Pore Lestano called on me. He ir formed rno of Bisliop Tach^'a

expected arrival, not later certaiidy than the Sth, and probably some days earlier, adding
that hiu Lordship had telegiaplied to request that, if about to Icavo for Canada, I should
defer my departure till he could communicate personally with mo. ]fo then said that tho

conduct o; the prisoners was very unriatisfactory, that they were very unridy, insolent to

the " soldiers " and their behaviour altogether so very bad, that ho was afraitl the guards

might be forced to retaliate in self dofence. I expressed much surprise at the information

lie gave, m the ])risonerG. without exception, liad promir^cd to Archdeacon jMcLean and
myself, that seeing their helpless condition, tlisy wouM endeavour to act ko as to avoid

giving oU'enci) to their guards, and we encounijed them to look forw;ird to being speedily

released in fulillment of the prondso made by Mr. liiel. One man, Parker, was mentioned
as having made himself particularly obnoxious by his violent conduct, but not one word
was s:ud on this occasion regarding Scott, or the slightest intiniation given, that he or any
other person had been condemned to be shut. About 1 1 o'clock Pore Lestanc

left me and went up stairs to communicate to Governor MacTavish, as he said,

" tho good news that P>ishop Tache was expected so soon." Tlio Poverend
Mr. Young, Methodist clergyman, had just entered the house and meeting
the Pore in tho hall, conversed with him a few minutes. ]\Ir. Young then camoup to me,
and from him, I had the first intimation that it was intended to shoot Thomas Scott, and
that the sentence was to be carried into ofl'ect at 12 o'clock, noon, that day. We agreed

in believing that the thing v/as too monstrous to be possible, and Mr. Young mentioned
that poor Scott himself was equally incredulous on the subject, thinking they merely
intended to frighten him. However, even to keep him in suspense was of itself a horrible

cruelty, and it was arranged that as Mr. Young had been scnit for to attend t'.ie man, ho
should seo I'Jel, ascortain exactly how the matter stood, and, if really serious, to let me
know at once. Mr. Young accordingly called on lliel, was iiiformcd that Scott had
been condemned, that tho sentence was irrovociiijle, and would not bo delayed one
minute beyond noon. Mr. Young begge<l for delay, snying " tho man is not

prepared to die," but all without avail. ILo v.-as p;\ialyzod with horror, returned

to the prisoner, and immediately sent a messenger to inform me of the result of his visit.

1 determined to find out Tliel immediately, but recollecting that Pore Lestanc was still up
stairs with Mr. ]\IcTavish, went to him, related what I had heard, and asked him if he knew
anything about the matter. His answer 1 cannot give in precise words, but it was to the

eifect that tliey had seen Mr. lliel on tlie other side (St. Boniface), and had all spoken to

him about it, by which I understood that they had interceded for Scott. Governor
McTavish was greatly shocked on being infoimed of Riel's purj)Ose, and joined in repro

bating it. P6re Lestanc consented to accompany me, and wo called on lliel. When we
entered, lio asked mo " v/hat news from Canada." Tho mail had arrived the preceding

day, and T rejilied, " only the intelligence that Bishop Tache will be here very soon." I

then mentioned what i had heard regarding Scott, and before Kiel anssvered, Pere Lestanc

interposed in French words, moaning " is there no wai/ of escape ?" Kiel roplied to him,
" my ilev. Pero, you know exactly how the mat^^er stands," then turning to me, he said,

I will explain to you, speaking at first in English, but shortly after using the French,

remarking to me, " you understand that language." He said in Bubstaiice that Scott had
throughout been a most troublesome character, had been the ringleader in a rising


