
In

boimnpr then I.eiiig nearly \. W., aii.l as the snow, wliidi lia.l h.-en
falling on tlie monntauiH for sovoral days, was l.nt a sliort dirttance
above tlio nvor bottom, I roneliidod to retiirii, it being (iiiite appar-
ent that notliing eoiild \nt gained by a longer contiinianfe in tlieso
mountains. I tberefore turned back on tlie 30tli of >Septeml)or, and
readied tlie bead of tlie (Iroat Shiiswap Lake on tin; lUtli of Octo-
l)or.

At a distance of about four miles aiiove tiie forks before men-
tioned, I enti-red the slate range, and continued in it tlie rest of tlie
distance traveled up tliis stream. Tliese slate moi-.ntains are inter-
sected in all directions by innumerable veins of juartz, and on tlie
river banks and bars much hard l)|iie gravel, intermi.xed with clay,
waH seen. We hastily washed a few pans of '-dirt," which we
scraped from the surface of some of the bars, and obtained prospects
which _Mr. Terry (the .Nhaintaineer) who was with me, pronounced
to_ be ."> cents to the pan. f examined some of the " eolors " ob-
tained through a magnifying glass, and when viewed in tiiis manner
they appeared to be thick, coarse, and with rough edges. It is my
inipression that good and extensive diggings will be di.seovered on
this stream, and that there is every in'obability gold-bearing rpiartz
also exists in the slate mountains, tliroiigh which it tlows.

In passing a very clearly defined vein of cpiartz about five feet
in width, 1 noticed traces of what 1 thought was silver; I therefore
lvno(dve(l oft' a few pieces of the rock, wliidi have been assayed at
the Uovernment Assay OlHce bore by Mr. F. (i. Claiidet, and he re-
turns the following result :

JJescription of Mineral. i Itesiilt of Assay.

Argentiferous (Jaleiia.
Lead— 7!).2'> per cent.
Si Iver— ,'^4ozs. per Ton of 20 cwt.
(iold

—
'I'races.


