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sp.nisibiliiy and calamity (if such shall residt) will

fall. .And, sir, are they not to have the poor priv-

ilcLTc nf (JirectinLT their public servants what !> ilo

m this luaitcr- I, sir, nm one of tlmse wiio bt lieve

that the ".-irher .s4-cnnil thou'jiit of the people" is

selilom wnmu'': and I firmly believe thiit tliree-

fdurihs iif the pecipli^ of this nation, it' they cduld

Vote on the resolution now under <'onsideration,

wnulil be found Voting in lhr>atllrinative.

J am not, sir, for ex' nding our laws overasin-
irle incii of territory tluit does not belong to tis;

and the aliernativf; of war would not deter me from
going to the V(M-y last incli of wiiat is rightfully

our own. rientlemen niay call this deniaLromieisni

—bravado—L'asconarii'—brairiradocio—and what-
ever else ihey may think beconiin'j'. I luu respon-

sible only to my constituents and to my Gotl. I

believe 1 know the svill of tiiose wiiom I represent,

and I dar(' to do it, come what may. And as to

Him who rules the destinies of nations and of men,
I lalicve that He is on our side, and that He will

bless and protect us as He has done in days that

are [last. hlxperii'iice was the best liirht in whii'h
to look at the fiUure. in all the wars we hav(^ thus
far lieeii en^'aged in. He lias thrown His shield of
))rotection over us, and lib ssed our arms with vic-

tory, ,111(1 I trust, if we are again compelled to ha/,-

ard a war for tlie maintenance of our ri^^hts in Or-
egon, we shall aL'ain experience liie same happy
result.

Conllemen all contend tliat ours is one of the
best (Governments on earth. Is there, then, a man
who enjoys the peace and privileges, tln^ happv'se-
oirity and freedom which distiniruish the inhabi-
tants of ibi.i land, who is not willinir to risk somt

-

thing to confer the same ble.v.rings on the thousands
who now. and the millions w ho will lieienfier. in-

h.ibit OrcLTon? He does not deserve the name
of an Americiu) citizen if he would not. A man
so selfish and so dastardly, ill deserves the rich
blessings ho enjoys.

1 deprecate all idea of calliiiir tlii.s a party ques-
tion. It should not be so considered or so treated.
In my own State it is not a party question. Aly
whii: colleague, m'Iio represents trulv the Wliiir
population of the wesn rn States and Territories,
is willing to i^o as far for f)reu'(ni as he who cfoes
farthest. He goes for the last pebble that re-
flects the liu'lit of an Oreiron moon. This ."^hows
what th<^ fei lings of the great West are im this
i|uestion.

I iniglit adduce still stronger proofs. With the
political party v.-itli whom I am in the habit of act-
ing, the distinguished e-eiitlernan from iVIassachu
sens has not heretofore been very popular. They
consider him as an eminent and a profound siates-
m:ui: some of his public acts they apphuid, but there
are more which tliey disapprove; but now they say,
with one accord, that if he continues liis present
I'ourse in relation to our risrhts in Orecron, his life

will terminate in ablaze of glory. With them, this
is a (juesiion which overrides a'l others.

It has been .said, however, that this strong feel-

iiiL' aliout Oregon is assume,! for poliiicil efleci,

and has been gotten u]! to aid the fortunes of a par-
ticular candidate for the Presidency; in a word, I

that the Uregoii question is neither more nor less

than ;\ ;:re,u qursiion of Presiiji nt-makmg. This
is not the fet lui'^ in the region from which I coiik

True, in the West, no man would be elected a cor-

poral who did not profess to go tor everv inch of
(•reL'oii. For no other reason is this fierm:; cher-
ished, tlian from a deiermination to niainlain our
rights. All candidates and tin ir pretin.- ions sink
into utter insii;nificaiice in comparison.
We boast of beiiiu' the liillowers of Thom.as .Tef.

fersoii; and, as such, we oiiLrhl to <:o t'or the -reat-
' est good ot the greatest mmdier. So hnig as tlw re

I

exists a doubt in our minds on this r|uestion. let

I
the people of Oregon iiave thr' beiu fit of that doubt.

' I implore ireiillemeii, bj' their rei-ard for the great

priic'iples cif Democracy, to give their hearty sup-
i piu't to this tiaily Democratic measure.

I

At the P.altiniore conviiition, resolutions wire

;

passed imbodyin'_j the \iews of ila; Deinocratii

j

[larty throughout th<' land.

Tiie f(dlowing is tin; one in relation 'o Oreiron:

I

"/'t.se/rfi/. That our title to the whole of the ter-

i

' ritory of Ore::oii is clearand uii(pie.--tioiiable; tiiat

' no [lortioil of the same oilL,'ht to be ceded to Ei.g-

i

' land or any other Power; and that tin; reoccupa
' tion of Oretron and the reanm xation of Texas at

!

' the earliest [ articable period, are great .American

[

' measures, w hich this convention recommend.s
'to (he cordial siqifiort of the Democracy ipf tin,

I

' Union."

I

This resolution met the hearty response ot' tin,

I people ill ..11 f(uarters of the L'liion. I could cite

I

tlie eemuTiiiUc to hundreds of public meetings re-

' spondii sr to the nominations made ;it Haliimore,

! and tiie i(;solutions jiasseil in relation to (.tregon.

'

I will, howi \er, refer ooly to ihe c:reat latilication

meetiiiix in the city of New York iiiinujiliately at'ier

.VIr. Polk's nominatimi:

, "licaiilvrd, That tiie title of the United States to

' ' the territory of Oregon being unquestionable, wc
' hold it to be the bounden duty of our Govern-

\
' iiuiit, as we believe it to be tiie semimrnt of tlie

' united Democratic piarty, tli.it this territory should

[

' be preserved entire and undividrd; ih.-it no part of
' ' it should be sum ndered to any I'oreitrn I'ower:

' ' and that early and eli'ectual ]n'ovisioiis should be

'
' made by law for its complete occupation, and for

' ' tlie |)rotection and security of our citizens now
' settled in and emiirriiting to it."

These resoluiions imbodied ihe \ lews and o[iin-

ioiis of the' great mass of the IDemocratic jiarty.

and I contend should have some influence u[ion

tlie Democratic portion of this House. I venture

to say there is not a man on tiiis floor wiio has

not r("ceiv( (I numerous letters ap]n-oving tlie grouiu!

taken by the President, in his Message, on the

(Trcu^on qiicstion. From those who are on the

WIiIl'' side in polities, this aiiiirobation could not

have been excited by the Pr(;sident's doctrine re-

speciing tlie sub-treasury or the reduction of the

t.irili". To what is this owini:.- It cannot be de-

nied tl-..t it is owing to the bold, manly, and inde-

pendnit ground taken in relation to the Oregon

qiiestieti. Never, sir, iias a .Messaire of any Chief

Slauistrate of this nation since the formation of the

Government been more eiuhesiaslically applauded

and apin-oved than has theannu.il Message of Mr.

P • " 'I lieve received the most decided testimony

from my Whij cor.stituents, approving this! to tlie


